
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE – APPLICATION TEMPLATE

BASIC INFORMATION

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Finger Lakes

Municipality Name: Seneca Falls

Downtown Name: Seneca Falls

County: Seneca

Downtown Description - Provide an overview of the downtown and summarize the rationale behind 
nominating this downtown for a Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) award:

Overview: 
Historically, Seneca Falls is best  known as the birthplace of Women’s Rights in the United States. As 
noted in the Historic Seneca Falls 1997-98 Directory,

“By the mid-1800s, Seneca Falls was building a reputation as a center for social and religious 
reform. Abolition of slavery, temperance, and women's rights issues supported by many local 
residents. In July of 1848, local resident Elizabeth Cady Stanton along with others convened the 
first Women's Rights Convention. The Women's Rights National Historical Park, and the National 
Women's Hall of Fame are lasting legacies of this landmark event.”

The Women’s Rights Convention convened in Seneca 
Falls in 1848 was the start  of a long journey. It  took 
until 1917 for New York State to grant women the 
right  to vote, an event  that  marked the tipping point 
for the Nation. Three years later, in 1920, the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, 
granting women the right to vote throughout  the 
United States. The long journey that  was started in 
Seneca Falls in 1848 by a handful of courageous 
women had finally been completed. The historic 
impact  of this movement is, and will always be the 
legacy of Seneca Falls. Thus it is fitting that  the 
Women’s Suffrage movement will serve as the 
centerpiece of the Seneca Falls DRI proposal.

Beyond this signature accomplishment, Seneca Falls has an extremely rich history. Like many other 
towns in the Finger Lakes, Seneca Falls was built  near a body of water. It lies alongside the Seneca River 
which flows between Seneca and Cayuga Lakes, the two largest  lakes in the Finger Lakes region. The 

New York State Historic marker.



falls for which the town is named was a series of cataracts on the Seneca River. These major bodies of 
water were important natural assets that aided Seneca Falls’ growth and prosperity. Today they are a key 
asset to the Town’s future prosperity.

Economic development  has always been an important  priority for Seneca Falls. Our first  major initiative 
was the Seneca Lock Navigation Company, which predated the Erie Canal. By 1818, New York State had 
created the Cayuga-Seneca Canal along the River, connecting the two named lakes. From industry to 
banking, from agriculture to transportation, Seneca Falls has always found ways to succeed through 
innovate private-public partnerships.

As also noted in the Historic Seneca Falls 1997-98 Directory,	

“The rapids of the Seneca River 
attracted businesses that used the 
water power to develop mills, 
distilleries, tanneries, and factories of 
all types, such as the Seneca Knitting 
Mills…by 1828, the Cayuga-Seneca 
Canal was linked to the Great Erie 
Canal. The manufacture of pumps has 
been a large part of Seneca Falls' 
history since the early 1800s. Gould 
Pumps, Inc. remains a major local 
industry.”

Downtown currently stretches along the original path of the Seneca River (now the Cayuga-Seneca 
Canal) and historic Routes 5 & 20 (aka Fall Street and Cayuga Street  in Seneca Falls). It is within this 
well-defined area - more than 30 blocks of homes, businesses and historic sites - for which we would use 
the Downtown Revitalization Initiative award. A DRI award will transform our town and this area of the 
Finger Lakes region into a showcase of tourism, industry and economic growth in New York State.

Rationale for our DRI proposal:	

The timing of Governor Cuomo’s Downtown Revitalization Initiative coincides perfectly with 
opportunities now available to Seneca Falls. Foremost among these is del Lago Resort and Casino, a 
$440 million facility currently under construction and slated to open in February 2017. This destination 
resort, located just 6 miles miles northwest of downtown Seneca Falls, will create over 1,800 permanent 
jobs. Employees from del Lago will need nearby housing, services, shopping and schools for their 
children. Seneca Falls will leverage a DRI grant with the opportunities presented by del Lago to create a 
vibrant downtown where people will want to live, work, shop and raise their families.
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The Cayuga-Seneca Canal in downtown Seneca Falls.



In addition to del Lago employees, the estimated 3.4 million visitors coming to del Lago  each year (over 
9,300 people each day) will also seek out places to stay, shop and experience the Finger Lakes. Using the 
DRI grant and other funding, we will draw these visitors, along with thousands of other tourists, to 
Seneca Falls, to explore their heritage at the home of the Women’s Rights Movement. 

Seneca Falls’ central location in the heart of the beautiful Finger Lakes, making it  the perfect  central 
nexus for del Lago visitors and other tourists to explore the entire Finger Lakes region. The legacy of the 

region includes a rich history of; the Women’s Suffrage Movement; the Abolition Movement; the 
Underground Railroad; the Mormon Church; and U.S. Gran Prix racing. Historic figures who lived in the 
region include Frederick Douglas, Susan B. Antony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Amelia Bloomer and 
Harriett Tubman. The region also includes world class festivals, entertainment, dining, state and national 
parks, game reserves, and growing wine, beer, spirits and cheese industries, all within about  a fifty-mile 
radius from Seneca Falls. Within an hour’s drive from Seneca Falls , a visitor can experience all that 
Syracuse, Rochester and Ithaca have to offer while remaining centrally located in the heart  of the Finger 
Lakes..

Any successful downtown revitalization effort requires a small group of tireless “champions” to lead the 
revitalization activity. Without enthusiastic leadership, the needed strategies and resources will not 
materialize no matter the geographic size of the downtown. In Seneca Falls this leadership is vested in the 
Seneca Falls Development Corporation (the “SFDC”), which over the last  year has been reenergized 
through a reorganization of it Board of Directors to include business people with the passion required to 
lead, rebuild and revitalize Seneca Falls by building on its heritage as the birthplace of Women’s Rights in 
the United States. The SFDC already has a written strategic plan for Seneca Falls and over the past 18 
months has held meetings with members on the community to gather feedback on the plan and solicit 
volunteers  to support  SFDC with revision and implementation of the strategic plan. As a result of this 
preparatory effort, the Seneca Falls Town Council authorized the Seneca Falls Development Corporation 
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An artist’s concept of del Lago Resort and Casino (from the del Lago website).



to take the lead for Seneca Falls in submitting this DRI proposal to the Finger Lakes Region Economic 
Council.

A $10 million DRI investment  in Seneca Falls will truly transform the downtown district  of Seneca Falls 
and the surrounding region. In addition, a DRI award to Seneca Falls will have substantial leverage far 
beyond its own DRI district: the revitalization of downtown Seneca Falls will have a major positive 
impact throughout the Finger Lakes region.

DOWNTOWN	IDENTIFICATION

This section should be filled out with reference to the criteria set forth in the DRI Guidelines. 

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted 
neighborhood, keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood 
should be compact and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central 
business district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.    

Figure 1 illustrates the well-defined boundaries of the proposed DRI Downtown Development  District 
(the ”DRI District”) for Seneca Falls. The DRI District  is a subset of, and is contained entirely with the 
Seneca Falls National Register Historic District (NRHD), which was designated in 1991 in honor of the 
Women’s Rights Convention and Movement. The proposed DRI District is outlined in yellow on the map 
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A canal boat on Van Cleef Lake passing by Trinity Episcopal Church in Seneca Falls.



in Figure 1 and is overlaid on the existing HRHD. Note that the HRHD contains more than 200 buildings 
listed as “contributing” (i.e., historically significant) to the NRHD. The purely residential areas of the 
HRHD at its northern and western extremities have been excluded from the DRI District. The DRI 
District  has been designed to include 100% of the central business district as well as areas adjacent  to the 
canal and historic Van Cleef Lake that  have the potential for both commercial and recreational 
development. 

Besides the central business district, this area includes over a half mile of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal 
(which flows directly into historic Van Cleef Lake), the existing Women’s Hall of Fame, the future 
Women’s Hall of Fame, the Women’s National Park, the Gould Hotel, the homes of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Emilia Bloomer, the Seneca Museum of Waterways and Industry, the Seneca Falls Recreation 
Center and the pair of high lift  locks (49 feet of total lift) on the Cayuga-Seneca Canal. Van Cleef Lake, 
and the picturesque Trinity Church, on its northern shore, are two of the most  scenic and photographed 
spots along any waterway in New York State. When the renovations of the future Women’s Hall of Fame 
(The Center for Great Women) are completed it  will likely become the third of the most scenic and 
photographed spots on New York waterways.

Seneca Falls’ DRI District has significant  undeveloped waterfront  that is prime for development.  
Whether it be the back of the Fall Street  storefronts, the walking trails along the canal and Van Cleef 
Lake, or the undeveloped parcel next  to the future Women’s Hall of Fame, there is tremendous untapped 
opportunity for economic development. 

Most  of the proposed DRI District  lies within a few blocks of our defining transportation corridors: The 
Seneca River (i.e., the Cayuga-Seneca Canal) and Routes 5 & 20. Exit  41 on the New York State Thruway 
is only 6 miles from the DRI District, providing quick and easy access for visitors to the town.

2) Size. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a vibrant, 
year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a size-able existing, or increasing, 
population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown.  

Size: Our proposed DRI District  extends over half a mile along the Routes 5 & 20 corridor, paralleled by 
a half mile of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal and Van Cleef Lake. The District  encompasses all of the Town’s 
central business district and over 30 blocks of homes, businesses and historic properties. Specifically, the 
Seneca Falls downtown is one of the largest  intact Victorian infrastructures in the Finger Lakes, as 
evidenced by its designation as a National Register Historic District. The entirety of the proposed Seneca 
Falls DRI District is a very walkable venue for both its residents and visitors to the town.

Population: Unlike any other community in the Finger Lakes, Seneca Falls will be able to leverage the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative to dramatically increase both its permanent and visitor populations 
due to the following ongoing and imminent economic opportunities:
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del Lago: Beginning in early 2017, del Lago Resort and  Casino will employ 1,800 people and bring 
in an average of 9,300 visitors each day. These employees will need a wide range of housing, and 
with Seneca Falls being only 6 miles away, it  will become a prime location to attract  this new 

population. Those with or planning families will be drawn to the Town due to its quality of life and 
the quality of its school system. Other considerations for these future residents of Seneca Falls 
include the variety of stores, restaurants, personal services, recreational resources and other lifestyle 
amenities either in or nearby Seneca Falls.

While the majority of del Lago visitors will be spending most of their time at the casino, 
many will be exploring the area for additional entertainment, shopping, dining  and 
recreational opportunities. The historic depth of Seneca Falls and its geographic position as a 
nexus to the numerous other tourist attractions in the central Finger Lakes region should 

provide an edge in attracting del Lago visitors to the Town and its surrounding regions.
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Construction of del Lago Resort and Casino is well underway (from the del Lago website).

A view of the historic Mill, the Cayuga-Seneca Canal and downtown Seneca Falls at night.



The Center for Great Women (National Women’s Hall of Fame): As previously 

referenced Seneca Falls is the home of Women’s Rights. In 2017 the National Women’s Hall 
of Fame will relocate from its current facility on Fall Street (the “Main Street” of Seneca 
Falls ) to the renovated historic Seneca Knitting Mill located on the south side of the Cayuga-
Seneca Canal. The Mill will become the permanent home of the Women’s Hall of Fame and 
will provide the space and facilities for significantly expanded exhibits and other activities 

that will be incorporated into this Center for Great  Women. Renovation of the Mill has been 
made possible due to the support from the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development 
Council. Now that renovations of the Mill are underway, Seneca Falls has the potential to 
become a world class destination, capable of attracting visitor populations that would be 
unimaginable only a few years ago.

The Central Finger Lakes Wine Trails: Seneca Falls is an ideal location to either start  or 
finish a tour of the wineries that encircle nearby Cayuga and Seneca Lakes. For example, The 
Cayuga Lake Wine Trail is the first organized and longest running Wine Trail in the Country. 
Wines along this trail have earned over 6,000 national and international medals over the years 
including New York States prestigious Governor's Cup Award. The trail includes rolling vineyards 
and breathtaking views of Cayuga Lake. The wine tasting along the Lake is complemented by 
distilleries, cideries, brewery and locally made cheeses. Similar experiences can be found on the 
Seneca Lake Wine Trail that encircles Seneca Lake. The northern end of the Cayuga Wine trail is 
located just  six minutes from downtown Seneca Falls. The Seneca Lake trail is just over 13 miles 
from the center of town.

Museums, Special  Places and Special  Events: Seneca Falls is the home to several museums and 
special events. In addition to the National Women’s Hall of Fame, within the proposed DRI District a 
tourist can easily walk to the Seneca Falls Historical Society (http://sfhistoricalsociety.org), The 
Seneca Museum of Waterways & Industry (http://senecamuseum.com), and The Seneca Falls It’s A 
Wonderful Life Museum (https://www.wonderfullifemuseum.com), the homes of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton (https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/elizabeth-cady-stanton-house.htm) and 
Amelia Bloomer (https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/amelia-bloomer.htm) and the highest 
lift canal locks in New York State. 

Approximately 20 other museums are located within a 30 minute drive from the center of  Town.

Seneca Falls is the host  to several unique special events. These include The National Women’s Hall of 
Fame induction of Great  Women held over a Fall weekend every other year. The next induction will 
occur in 2017, which is also the 100th anniversary of women obtaining the right  to vote in New York. 
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The 2017 induction will include special events to highlight  New York State’s pivotal role in moving 
the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution toward  its ultimate ratification. high

The It’s a Wonderful Life Festival weekend in December of each year. The inspiration for the event 
dates back to Frank Capra’s visit to Seneca Falls in the mid-1940 and scenes from the movie 
depicting Bedford Falls seem to indicate that  Capra sprinkled vignettes of his Seneca Falls trip into 
the movie. Every year this event draws approximately 8,000 visitors to Seneca Falls and features 
visits from some of the younger cast members from the film and a 5K race that  routinely attracts 
3,500 or more runners.

Initiated for the first time this year was the Women’s Right to Run 19K & 5K, a fund raiser for the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame held over Mother’s Day Weekend.  This first  time event, which 
attracted 1,000 runners, will be expanded to include an additional 19K from Geneva to Seneca Falls, a 
half marathon from Auburn to Seneca Falls and a 5K from Waterloo to Seneca Falls, all converging to 
a finish in Seneca Falls at The Center for Great Women. These events are expected to attract more 
than 4,000 runners and their families to Seneca Falls.

In September 2017, the World Canals Festival will be hosted by Syracuse, and one of the 
corresponding events will be held in Seneca Falls.  This prestigious Festival is held at various 
locations throughout the world and attracts approximately 500 delegates and their families.
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The home of Elizabeth Cady Stanton on Washington Street in Seneca Falls.



Seneca Falls is prepared to win a Downtown Revitalization Initiative award and has the leadership 
and can project population growth that will drive the transformation of its downtown DRI District. It 
also has the resources and strategies common to successful downtown revitalization efforts across the 
U.S. These include:
 - Retail, restaurants and mixed-use buildings;
 - Personal services, a medical clinic and senior housing;
 - High tech manufacturing (ITT Goulds Pumps, Bonadent, and possibly 5 Star Medical 
    Corp., among others); 
 - Historic tourism opportunities;
 - Nearby higher education institutions(NewYork Chiropractic College, Hobart and 
   William Smith Colleges and The Finger Lakes and Cayuga Community Colleges);
 - Abundant natural resources and facilities (the Finger Lakes, Cayuga Lake State Park,
   Taughannock Park, Watkins Glen State Park, the Watkins Glen International Speedway, 
   the Finger Lakes National Forest, the Montezuma Wildlife Reserve, Cayuga and Seneca 
   Lakes and dozens of additional local, state and national parks); and
 - Proximity to the New York State Thruway (Interstate Route 90).
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The Cayuga-Seneca Canal, through its locks that link it to the Erie Canal, ultimately provides 
boat access from Seneca Falls to waterways around the world.



Transformation of the Seneca Falls downtown DRI District will be a powerful drawing card to attract  new 
residents to the Town. The overall quality of life and public schools, complemented by the many lifestyle 
amenities listed above, are likely to make Seneca Falls the next Canandaigua or Skaneateles of the Finger 
Lakes. Once this is recognized the Town will become an attractive place to live not only for del Lago 
employees, but also commuters from nearby cities including Rochester and Syracuse.

We are confident  that  no other community in the Finger Lakes region has the combination of three key 
population drivers - The National Women’s Hall of Fame, del Lago Resort and Casino, and access to 
world class wineries and numerous other tourist  attractions which already exist in or near Seneca Falls. 
Furthermore, there are a number of opportunities that will be addressed in this proposal that  will begin 
having a substantial impact  in 2017, concurrent with the start  of the Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
funding. Consequently, Seneca Falls will be positioned to immediately begin leveraging a New York State 
DRI investment.

3) Past Investments & Future Investment Potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to 
capitalize on prior, and catalyze future, private and public investment in the neighborhood and its 
surrounding areas.

Seneca Falls has used strategic investments in its downtown since our founding. Over the past 40 years, 
these investment have helped to somewhat alleviate the decline brought about by economic upheaval in 
our region. The DRI grant will support our endeavor to completely revitalize our downtown and support 
revival in the surrounding region.

Between 2000 and 2014, more than $80 million has been invested in the proposed Seneca Falls DRI 
District  and  its adjacent  neighborhoods. While the Town still has funding gaps that  must  be filled to meet 
its plans, these prior investments created a foundation upon which DRI funding can effectively build and 
leverage other funding sources. The table on the following page provides an approximate summary of the 
major investments that have occurred over this 15 year period.  

Although not in the town of Seneca Falls, the $440 million investment in the nearby del Lago Resort and 
Casino, will have significant impact on Seneca Falls and other towns in the region. Located 6 miles from 
downtown Seneca Falls will be the $440 million dollar project, del Lago Resort and Casino. This tourist 
magnet will have a significant impact on Seneca Falls with its estimated 3.4 million visitors per year. Del 
Lago Resort and Casino has numerous initiatives to increase tourism into its neighboring towns as well as 
regularly feature local vendors and artisans in its restaurants and Savor New York Shopping Arena. They 
will also host special interest and day trips from the resort  so their 9,300 guests per day can enjoy the 
Finger Lakes in its entirety.	
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The major projects noted below include investments of $86.3 million dollars total. Of those investment 
figures, $63.9 million (or 74% of the total) was from private investments. This illustrates that Seneca 
Falls is both poised and ready for public investments yet still holds significance for private investors. 

    Table of Seneca Falls Strategic Investments from 2000 to 2014
  Time Period  Project         Amount (millions of dollars)
  2011 - 2012 BonaDent Laboratories              11.0   
       2013  Café XIX                 0.5
       2013  Generations Bank Headquarters               5.0
       2009  The Gould Hotel                6.0
       2013  ITT Goulds Pumps              30.0
  2010 - 2013 Seneca Falls Central School District      19.2   
  2014 - 2015 Seneca Falls Central School District        1.4 
       2014  National Women’s Hall of Fame               6.0
       2011  Parker’s Restaurant                1.2
       2015  Sauder’s Store                 4.0
       2006  Seneca Falls Public Library               2.0

Prior to the 2000 to 2014 timeframe Seneca Falls’ downtown’s designation as a National Register Historic 
District  (1991) enabled Seneca Falls to secure more than $20 million in grants and investments. We 
capitalized on these to save historic buildings, build a National Park and maintain the integrity of 200+ 
historically significant structures in our downtown.

While often overlooked in economic development analyses, private philanthropy can provide investments 
that transform entire communities.  The people of  Seneca Falls  have donated millions of dollars  over the 
years to:
 - build and endow every historic church in downtown;
 - create and fund four attractive local museums;
 - support education, from one-room schools to the founding of Eisenhower College (1965). This 
   campus is now home to New York Chiropractic College;
 - transform historic buildings in order to house nonprofits (National Women’s Hall of Fame,               
    House of Concern, Women’s Studies Center, Red Cross and others); 
 - build two Seneca Falls libraries;  and - construct and operate the former Seneca Falls Hospital.  

Future	Investments:	The National Women’s Hall of Fame supports our efforts to obtain the DRI.  In just 
a few weeks, the Hall will embark on the next  phase of its rehabilitation and repurposing of the former 
Seneca Falls Knitting Mill. The Mill will become the Hall’s new home and the Center for Great Women. 
The current $6 million phase will be completed by mid-2017.
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George Tilton, owner of Five Star Medical Corporation, has a small office in Seneca Falls, and the SFDC 
is  working  with  George to  optimistically  make  Seneca Falls  the  permanent location  for  his  medical 
manufacturing and training facilities. Five Star Medical has the potential to become one of the area’s 
largest manufacturing facilities. 

We recently attracted several new businesses to our downtown district: a Mexican restaurant  is in the 
process of opening on Fall Street; a micro-brewery is actively seeking a downtown location for its tasting 
room; TangoSquared, a “branding” company has leased office space above a storefront; the local bank has 
begun a $1.2 million renovation of its Seneca Falls Office and continues to add employees to its 
headquarters which opened in 2013 (a $5 million project); and an Internal Medical Specialist recently 
relocated to Seneca Falls. 

Mixed-use retail is an important element of downtown Seneca Falls; therefore the  DRI funding will add 
further integral elements to compliment  the work that had begun when Seneca Falls received $460,000 in 
the Main Street America Grant  in 2010-2011 . The Seneca Falls Town Council has already agreed to seek 
out additional Main Street  America grants in 2016. These funds, both past and present are used to attract 
additional street-level retail stores to occupy underutilized storefronts along the Fall Street (i.e. “Main 
Street”) business district  which are immediately available for renovation and occupancy. Simultaneously 
upper floors will be renovated to form apartments and office space. 

We have also experienced a healthy demand and lengthy wait-list  for our moderate to upper level 
apartments. We are confident that the current  Stepahanie Court  Apartments at Wescott Rule and 
Renovations to historic Trinity church into apartments (27 in total) will result in a stable  rental market.

The DRI will continue to promote the fostering of new projects in the areas of tourism, manufacturing, 
and housing - construction of new houses and renovations of housing stock.  Increased foot traffic in the 
business district  due to the new shops, apartments and offices will support the objective of the DRI. 

We believe that this new interest in our downtown is a representation of what is to come: an exciting 
diversity of services, restaurants, activities, history, and a location like no other!

4) Job Growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close proximity to, the 
downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support redevelopment, and 
make growth sustainable in the long-term. 

The aforementioned:
 - $440 million dollar del Lago Resort and Casino project;
 - expansion ITT Goulds Pumps and Generation’s Bank;
 - potential home of Five Star Medical Manufacturing Corp; and
 - anticipated new restaurants, microbrewery, retail services, office space and medical services,
will create over 2,000 jobs in or near the delineated downtown area. The career paths that are being 
created are a diverse mix of sustainable occupations, which will provide wages above the area’s average 
compensation and benefits. 
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Seneca Falls will continue to build on our success and partnerships by:
 - Creating a strong incentive program for service business to locate their offices in our    
   downtown district;
 - Providing for diversified housing within our downtown;
 - Developing vacant waterfront property into a yet-to-be determined mixture of housing, 
   retail, entertainment venues, and additional transient boating amenities;
 - Placing additional historical placards, monuments, and statues throughout the district 
   commemorating Seneca Falls’ position as the Home of Women’s Rights and providing 
   visitors with a walking historical tour;
 - Connecting the Cayuga-Seneca Canal Trail to provide a continuous route from Geneva 
   through Seneca Falls, which presently passes through historic Waterloo, the Birthplace of 
   Memorial Day; and
 - Developing a support program to provide current downtown businesses with assistance for 
   expansion or remodeling opportunities.

Investments in rebuilding downtown Seneca Falls will only be successful if the results are sustainable.  To 
do this, we must make sure the retail businesses we attract can compete successfully in this new, highly 
competitive world.  One service we will be proposing under this project  is a partnership with the local 
training organizations (Workforce Development, BOCES, and FLCC) to provide both business training to 
the store owners and sales and customer service training to their employees. While the details of this 
program still need to be developed, one thought  is to have the program pay for the tuition as one of the 
incentives offered to both existing and new retail businesses. 

This anticipated projection in growth is very reasonable given the increase in visitors that  are expected to 
visit  del Lago Resort and Casino and the newly renovated Center for Great Women (Women’s Hall of 
Fame). Seneca Falls is well positioned to transform its central business district  into one of the most 
robust combination of work, live, learn and play environments in the Finger Lakes

5) Attractiveness of the Downtown. Identify the properties or characteristics the downtown 
possesses that contribute or could contribute, if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 
downtown. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, housing at different 
levels of affordability and type, healthy and affordable food markets, walkability and bike-ability, and 
public parks and gathering spaces. 

Downtown Seneca Falls is both quiet and stunning; a combination apparent to both longtime residents 
and first-time visitors. Its building are historic, some serving as silent witnesses to the first Women’s 
Rights Convention in 1848. Of the 200+ structures within our defined downtown, the majority are multi-
story buildings being utilized for a mixed use of retail, markets, museums, tourism sites, service providers 
and housing. The DRI Grant will greatly increase the usage and occupancy of these downtown buildings.

Apartments in our district accommodate upper, moderate, and low income families. Regardless of the 
types of apartments made available, there is always a waiting list. The soon to be completed Stephanie 
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Court at Wescott Rule has a waiting list. In addition existing complexes, such as the Johnson Home, 
which is fully occupied also has a waiting list. There is interest in several properties in our district for 
affordable housing and are the target of the soon to be written Main Street Grant.  

Locally, rent is typically $550 to $1,500 per month, depending upon amenities.  The average cost of a 
home within our district is $80,000, with a range of $60,000-$350,000. Rental assistance and low cost 
mortgage programs are available to assist families in making these choices affordable. Some of Seneca 
Falls’ highest end housing consists of the stately homes and mansions on Cayuga and State Streets. The 
oldest of these are in the Colonial and Greek Revival style. Most of the more modern yet historic 
commercial and residential structures fall into the Italianate, Second Empire and Queen Anne styles.

Our downtown has convenience stores, health food stores and a seasonal farmers market.  We have three 
“chain” markets located about three miles west of downtown, along with the previously mentioned 
Sauder’s Market (Sec. 4). Within our district is the county’s only food pantry. Should we secure a DRI 
grant, we are considering the expansion of the food pantry offerings, enhancing the downtown health food 
store, and further developing the Farmer’s Market.

Walkers, joggers, and bicyclists have plenty of paths and trails to explore . The 10 mile walking path 
connecting Seneca and Cayuga Lakes (Cayuga-Seneca Canal Trail) which is almost complete, except for 
a small section in our downtown. One project within our DRI proposal would be completing this trail. In 
addition, we are considering establishing a walking trail around Van Cleef Lake, which would connect to 
the Cayuga-Seneca Canal Trail. Seneca Falls has several downtown parks, including People’s Park where 
concerts and the Farmers Market are held each week in the summer. The former Mynderse Academy site 
is also on a large park with an attractive fountain and various monuments.

The two sides of downtown over the canal are connected by bridges, but they attract little foot traffic. One 
is “Bailey Bridge” thought to be the inspiration for the movie It’s A Wonderful Life. The completion of the 
Center For Great Women on the south side of the canal coupled with additional developments will 
encourage exploration by tourists and residents. 

Of Special Note: There are three significant sites in our downtown district which deserve special notice. 
The first is the largest structure on the south side of downtown, the former Seneca Knitting Mill Complex. 
Today, thanks to FLREDC support and millions of dollars in private contributions, this will soon become 
the expansive new home of the National Women’s Hall of Fame. This project will be the anchor to our 
redevelopment strategies on the south side of downtown, should Seneca Falls receive the DRI grant. 

Our second gem is widely considered to be the most picturesque spot in the Finger Lakes. Van Cleef Lake 
is possibly the Finger Lakes’ most photographed image (other than our many waterfalls). The Lake 
resulted from the intentional flooding on a section of the town known as “the Flats” in 1916 by New York 
State, to enlarge the Barge Canal. More than 110 industrial buildings and 60 are underwater, resulting in a 
significant underwater historical site. The Flats are memorialized in the Seneca Waterways Museum, a few 
blocks to the west in the heart of downtown.
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Overlooking Van Cleef Lake is our third jewel, the historic Trinity Episcopal Church. Quoting from 
Seneca County Historian Walter Gable, “the church was literally built upon a rock as blasting excavations 
had to be made for its foundation, with walls of blue limestone and appointed throughout with 
Onondaga limestone…Trinity boasts several beautiful stained glass windows including three done by the 
famed Tiffany Glass Company of New  York  City.  A favorite of Trinity visitors and parishioners alike is 
[non-Tiffany] ‘Sermon on the Mount’ window containing nine life-size figures.”

6) Policies to Enhance the Quality of Life. Identify the properties or characteristics the downtown 
possesses that contribute or could contribute, if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 
downtown. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, housing at different 
levels of affordability and type, healthy and affordable food markets, walkability and bikeability, and 
public parks and gathering spaces. 

The planning process for this grant began a decade ago in 2006. At that time Seneca Falls contracted with 
Camoin Associates of Saratoga Springs to “prepare a plan to guide the community in pro-actively 
pursuing economic development in keeping with its character and small-town feel.” The resulting report 
(finished in 2007) consists of two parts: the Strategic Plan for Economic Development and the 
Commercial Revitalization Plan. 

In line with this plan, the Seneca Fall Development Corporation (SFDC) was formed and is the lead 
agency for this grant. While not the same as a land bank, the SFDC, in accordance with its by-laws, is 
able to acquire, improve, and sell real property independent of our sponsoring municipality. In addition, 
the SFDC can independently apply for funding to accomplish its objectives. 

The plan also suggested that the village and town merge, which was accomplished in 2010. As a follow-
up to the merger, the town of Seneca Falls adopted a modern zoning code in October of 2013, which 
encompasses property development, parking, and usage.  The town has also created an asset purchase 
plan after a formal review of all of its assets.  Additionally, the town had to merge and reconcile the 
former village and town laws into a single entity.

The Town of Seneca Falls does not have a Downtown Manager, however the Seneca Falls Business 
Association (SFBA) was formed by the downtown businesses to advocate on behalf of merchants, 
organize downtown events, promote diverse business opportunities, and offer ideas for further 
development.

The DRI Grant could potentially fund a Seneca Falls Business Improvement District which would 
preserve, revitalize, and market the downtown district in concert with the SFBA.

Seneca Falls lies on the eastern end of a 10 mile corridor running to Geneva. We have low-cost, reliable 
public transportation via the Rochester Transit  Service,	instituted 10 years ago. One possible focus of our 
DRI grant will be working in tandem with Seneca County to further develop the RTS Transportation 
program to include new stops such as: incoming employers, extending its reach and increasing its 
frequency. 
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7) Poverty Reduction. The FLREDC has identified reduction of poverty as a primary goal of its 
regional economic development strategy. Please identify if and how the proposed revitalization efforts 
would provide an opportunity to support this strategy.

The Seneca Falls School District’s statistics that  show 50% of our families qualify for the free and 
reduced lunch program. While one may think that  poverty is less obvious in small towns, it is still an 
epidemic. Small homes and trailers in “projects” inhabit  a good portion of our landscape, and many 
single-family homes have been abandoned or fallen into disrepair yet are still inhabited in poor condition. 
Ironically, just a few streets away, there are still stately mansions that remind us of better economic times. 

The Seneca Falls’ School District  data shows that their free and reduced lunch population went  from 11% 
in 1993 to just  over 50% in 2016, and those figures continue to rise. In addition, we now have several 
low-income apartment  complexes, albeit  with good initial intentions, which draw unscrupulous outsiders 
generating drug trafficking and other corrupt  behaviors. Sadly, poverty is a big part of our daily lives in 
Seneca Falls. While our good hearted “small-town” schools and programs assist with feeding, clothing, 
and other assistance programs, these are only putting band-aids on the wounds and not solving the root  of 
the disease. Education, training, and career paths are required to end poverty, and this DRI grant  will 
assist  Seneca Falls in achieving our goal of significantly decreasing our population living in poverty by 
providing our residents the tools needed to end this cycle.

At the same time that poverty is increasing, Seneca County has had the second highest  population growth 
in the region: Seneca County’s population grew by 4.6% from 2000 to 2014, a greater increase than the 
state (4.1%) and region (1.6%). (http://www.actrochester.org/Seneca).  Unlike many other areas, Seneca 
County continues to see growth in its population numbers, which creates more rationale and motivation to 
invest in our downtown and our residents. Once del Lago Resort and Casino opens in February of 2017, 
we expect those numbers to substantially increase with its creation of 1,800 permanent  jobs and 3.4 
million visitors per year as well.

While Seneca Falls does not have a large racially diverse population, poverty is very much a problem 
across all ethnicities and cultures. As noted by www.ruralhome.org (2012), “Small-town poverty rates 
generally follow the same trend as national rates...these rates are still stubbornly high for certain 
populations in rural America – namely minorities and children. In fact, rural minorities consistently have 
higher poverty rates compared to minorities nationally. Still, it  must be remembered that  the vast  majority 
of the rural/small-town poor are white.”

In rural areas, a lack of transportation options also plays a big role in employment (or a lack thereof). 
Owning or leasing a vehicle is almost  a requirement in rural settings such as Seneca Falls, but  not  all 
families can afford that luxury.

With the above points in mind, we will use the DRI funding to reduce poverty by employing the 
following approach:
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- Assist our residents in attaining sustainable jobs and career paths aimed at the unemployed and
under-employed; 

 - Provide on-going training opportunities for those persons not yet qualified for these jobs and to 
   enhance the skills of those who are underemployed by partnering with Seneca County 
   Workforce Development, Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES, and Finger Lakes Community College 
   (see letters of support from these organizations attached to our application).

 - Underwrite and assist support systems, particularly transportation and child care required for 
   full-time employment. 

 - Work with Seneca County in expanding its public transportation system:
    http://www.myrts.com/Seneca/Schedules

 - Assist families with purchasing or leasing vehicles through credit improvement programs and 
   low interest loan programs sponsored by the DRI. Our local bank has created a program that
   provides low-cost auto loans from which half of the interest from the loans is set aside in a 
   reserve to offset losses (loans not repaid) and to fund the program in the future. We anticipate 
   expanding this model through additional bank participation and improved marketing. This 
   would support those seeking downtown jobs as well as those wishing to work at del Lago, 
   approximately six miles away. 

 - Assist families with purchasing and/or making improvements to their homes with low interest 
   housing and home equity loans.  Habitat for Humanity of Seneca County has successfully built 
   or renovated 16 projects and has five more underway this year.  Three of Habitat’s past projects 
   were something of a joint venture with a local bank through which the bank funded the property 
   acquisition and renovation.  Habitat took applications to find partner families to work along side  
   volunteers and skilled laborers on the homes.  The families leased the finished homes from 
   Habitat and ultimately purchased the homes via mortgages provided by the bank.  We envision 
   using a portion of the DRI proceeds to further this program.

A DRI grant awarded to Seneca Falls will not  only support  this plan of transforming its downtown into a 
robust center of retail, restaurants, tourism, and services, but  also our allow our residents to pull 
themselves out  of  destitution and hardship through their own hard work.  On-going training programs 
available through partnerships with Seneca County Workforce Development, BOCES, our local school 
district, and FLCC will allow local residents to develop sustainable jobs and career paths and thus ending 
the poverty cycle.

8) Local Support. Set forth the local and community support that exists for the revitalization of this 
downtown and the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to building and implementing a 
strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with outside 
experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan. 

The following is an overview of the core team and its strategic partners who will help develop and 
implement the DRI. 

The Seneca Falls Town Board has assigned responsibility for developing the proposal and managing the 
grant  to the Seneca Falls Development  Corporation. A resolution in support  of our DRI efforts is attached. 
(It should be noted that  the people of Seneca Falls recently took the long-sighted step of combining their 
Village and Town, thus dissolving the Village government).
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Lead Agency: Seneca Falls Development  Corporation (SFDC) is a Not-for-Profit Local Development 
Corporation was founded in 2007 to “plan and implement programs, projects and activities designed to 
create or stimulate economic and community development in the Town of Seneca Falls, New York.” It is 
governed by a five-member board that additionally includes two members of the Town Board. This entity 
will be the fiscal agent, and will take responsibility for convening the DRI Planning Committee and 
overseeing the plan’s development and implementation.

The SFDC is responsible for public outreach activities. Meetings are held monthly, and special meetings 
were convened on April 22 and May 20 and June 8 of this year. Fifty local leaders attended a special 
meeting on April 22nd to view a presentation, learn about the DRI and discuss economic development 
plans for Seneca Falls.  This generated many of the ideas incorporated into this plan. In addition, two 
groups (one to review and update the 2007 strategic plan, one to provide hands-on assistance for projects) 
have been created to keep our momentum going.

Local Support: There has been a tremendous outpouring of support for the Seneca Falls’ DRI proposal. 
We have received letters of support  from our local New York State elected representatives, the Seneca 
Falls Town Board, numerous Seneca Falls retail business owners, the Seneca Falls Downtown 
Association, Generations Bank, County of Seneca – Division of Human Services’ Deputy Commissioner 
and its Deputy, the Seneca County Chamber of Commerce, The National Women’s Hall of Fame, the 
Seneca Falls Visitor Center, the Seneca Falls Central School District, the Wayne-Finger Lakes Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services and last, but certainly not least, Del Lago Resort and Casino. In total, 
35 support letters are attached to Section 9 of this proposal. 

Senator Michael Nozzolio and Assemblyman Brian Kolb have both written letters of support, which are 
attached. Seneca Falls is Senator Nozzolio’s hometown and the location of his district office, so we have 
the Senator’s utmost level of support.

In the process of making this proposal, members of the DRI grant writing team met with almost thirty 
retail store owners from the Seneca Falls Business Association (SFBA) to seek their input and support for 
this proposal. Numerous of their Letters of Support are attached.

We also have the support of the Seneca Falls Business Association (SFBA), ITT Gould’s Pumps, 
Bonadent, the National Women’s Hall of Fame, The Seneca Waterways and Industry Museum, 
del Lago Resort and Casino, Generations Bank, the historic Gould Hotel and many other local businesses. 

Local government support has come through the Seneca County Industrial Development Agency, 
providing PILOT  agreements, exemptions from local sales taxes and other benefits. The IDA assisted 
greatly in the two of the largest  private investments in downtown over the last two decades. At  a time 
when manufacturers abandoned the Northeast, ITT  Goulds invested millions of dollars to upgrade its 
manufacturing site on Fall Street, and added a new site just  outside of downtown. Generations Bank, a 
mainstay here for over 150 years, renovated and expanded a former supermarket into its regional 
corporate headquarters. These two projects kept high demand, high wage jobs in Seneca Falls
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In addition, we have already formed partnerships with numerous organizations who will assist us with our 
educational and training strategies (as also discussed under the Poverty Section). These organizations 
include the Seneca Falls Central School District, Wayne Finger Lakes BOCES, Seneca County Workforce 
Development, Finger Lakes Community College (FLCC), and the New York Chiropractic College 
(NYCC). It is our position that if these organizations work in tandem to support specific career paths, we 
can produce a new generation of residents who are college and/or career ready thus providing a more self-
sustaining population to break the poverty cycle. Most  of these organizations are also going to assist  us in 
training our unemployed and under-employed adults to create a healthier and more self-sufficient 
population of residents.

Del Lago Resort and Casino has numerous initiatives to increase tourism into its neighboring towns as 
well as regularly feature local vendors and artisans in its restaurants and Savor New York Shopping 
Arena. They will also host special interest and day trips from the resort  so their 9,300 guests per day can 
enjoy the Finger Lakes region in its entirety. Del Lago Resort  and Casino’s Community Outreach 
Coordinator sits on the SFDC’s Board in support of Seneca Falls’ efforts to develop its downtown and 
increase tourism. : Members of the DRI grant  writing team met  with almost thirty retail store owners from 
the Seneca Falls Business Association (SFBA) to seek their input and support for this proposal. 

In Closing: 
Seneca Falls, located in the heart  of the Finger Lakes between Seneca and Cayuga Lakes, has historical 
and physical assets that are unrivaled anywhere else in the region. Its place in history was secured by 
courageous women who, in 1848, opened a discussion and began a movement that ultimately resulted in 
passage of the 19th Amendment  to the U.S. Constitution that  gave women the right  to vote. There can be 
no doubt - Seneca Falls is the birthplace of Women’s Rights in the United States.

Largely because of this fact, over the past five years, Seneca Falls has drawn the attention of many 
notable individuals through the National Women’s Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and the National 
Women’s Rights Historical Park. President Barack Obama and First Lady Michele Obama, Former 
Senator and Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton, First Lady Rosalyn Carter, Supreme Court  Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi 
are just a few of the notable visitors Seneca Falls. Developing programs to celebrate the attainment of the 
Sentiments expressed in 1848 will only increase Seneca Falls’ notoriety - it  will draw additional 
investment to the community and the Finger Lakes region.  

The Town has the physical assets required to support a Downtown Revitalization Initiative award. These 
include a National Register Historic District  designation in honor of the Women’s Rights Convention and 
Movement, which functions to preserve one of the largest intact  Victorian infrastructures in the Finger 
Lakes. Water is another key asset  of the Town. The historic Cayuga-Seneca flows through the Town, 
leading into beautiful Van Cleef Lake. At  the east end of Van Cleef Lake are the two highest lift  canal 
locks in New York State. Trinity Church, located on the northwest shore of the Lake is one of the most 
photographed spots in New York. Finally, the Seneca Knitting Mill, soon to become the new home for the 
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National Women’s Hall of Fame and The Center for Great  Women will become a stunning structure in the 
Town symbolizing the Women’s Suffrage Movement and Seneca Falls’ role in that effort.

The opening of del Lago Resort and Casino in early 2017 will provide an enormous growth opportunity 
for Seneca Falls and other towns in the area. The influx of 1,800 del Lago employees will drive a need for 
quality housing and quality public schools throughout  the region. Due to its proximity to del Lago and the 
quality of life in the Town, Seneca Falls will be an attractive location for a significant number of these 
employees to call home. In addition, the estimated 9,300 visitors coming to del Lago each day will 
provide enormous tourism opportunities for the surrounding towns. Again, Seneca Falls is well positioned 
to capitalize on this tourism opportunity.

Finally, Seneca Falls is well prepared for the opportunity and challenges associated with winning and 
executing a Downtown Revitalization Initiative award. The Seneca Falls Development Corporation was 
formed specifically to pursue, win and execute these type of opportunities. We trust  that this proposal, and 
our presentation next  week, will convince the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development  Council 
that this is the case and that  the Council will select Seneca Falls as its Finger Lakes Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative nominee.

9) Other. Provide any other information that informed the nomination of this downtown for a DRI 
award. 

Attached please find 35 Letters of Support as discussed under the Local Support heading.
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Barrister’s Bed & Breakfast             56 Cayuga Street, Seneca Falls NY 13148                        (315) 568-0145 

 

June 09, 2016 

Seneca Falls Development Corporation 

Seneca Falls, NY 131348 

 

Please know that Barrister’s Bed & Breakfast is supporting the efforts and a proposal being submitted for the 
New York State Downtown Revitalization Initiative to transform downtown Seneca Falls into a “vibrant 
community where tomorrow’s workforce will want to live, work and raise families”. 

Seneca Falls is an important piece of U.S. and New York. The women of Seneca Falls began to think about the 
issues such as the social, civil and religious conditions of women when they gathered at the village of Seneca 
Falls, in the Wesleyan Chapel in July, 1848. This foresight marked Seneca Falls as the birthplace of Women’s 
Rights and brings 38,139 visitors to Seneca Falls last year (https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/). These visitors also shop, 
stay and dine in Seneca Falls. 

Revitalizing the downtown area will attract the above visitors and many tens of thousands additional visitors to 
the area. The area can be focal point of both Women’s history and women operated business. 

Barrister’s Bed and Breakfast is located on historic Cayuga Street in Seneca Falls and would benefit greatly to 
the additional visitors to our area. Many of our current visitors are new to Seneca Falls and thrilled to learn of 
its rich history. 

For Seneca Falls to obtain the ten-million-dollar grant, it would help create a downtown that would feature 
shopping, historical walking tours and upscale dining opportunities. The downtown would be an attraction for 
businesses or individuals looking to relocate to the exciting and vibrant community. 

Barrister’s Bed & Breakfast ask for your careful and thoughtful consideration to the application by Seneca Falls 
for the New York State Downtown Revitalization Initiative. Please consider its rich heritage and the opportunity 
to showcase that heritage. 

Regards, 

Ken & Diane McConnell, Innkeepers 
Barrister’s Bed & Breakfast 
56 Cayuga Street, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 
(315) 568-0145 
innkeeper@sleepbarristers.com 

https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/




 
                                                      

 
 
June 7, 2016 
 
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development 
400 Andrews Street 
Suite 300 
Rochester, NY 14604  
 
Dear Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council members: 
 
I write to support the Seneca Falls Development Corporation’s proposal for the 2016 Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative (DRI) grant. As the Assembly representative for the Seneca Falls region, 
I know firsthand how much hard work and planning has gone into this proposal and I believe this 
DRI grant will have a profound, positive impact in Seneca Falls. 
 
Seneca Falls has a unique and storied history in our nation. But like so many once-thriving 
downtown environments in upstate New York, Seneca Falls has endured its share of struggles to 
attract and keep owners of small businesses, such as restaurants and retail shops, in its downtown 
area.  
 
The future opening of del Lago Resort and Casino, combined with other future company 
relocations and expansions currently under negotiations, is poised to give Seneca Falls the 
perfect opportunity to utilize the DRI grant and create a vibrant, attractive downtown area for 
people moving to the area for new job opportunities and for the tourists that both del Lago and 
the beautiful Finger Lakes region will bring to Seneca Falls. 
 
I urge you to approve the Seneca Falls Development Corporation’s proposal for this Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative grant. Thank you, in advance, for your consideration in this important 
matter.  
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Seneca Falls Development Corporation
20 E. Bayard Street
Seneca Falls, New York 14456

Dear Joell:

As the New York State Senator for the 54th Senate District, it is my pleasure to offer
my full support for the Seneca Falls Development Corporation’s application for
funding to the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council.

Enclosed is a copy of my correspondence to Dr. Anne Kress and Mr. Danny
Wegman, Co-Chairs for the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Council, to ask for
their favorable review of your application.

It is my hope that your application will be favorably reviewed and considered. If!
can be of further assistance to you on this or any other matter of interest or concern,
please do not hesitate to let me know.

With best wishes.

JVIN/jsg/lms

Michael F.
Senator, 54th District
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Dr, Anne Kress,
Mr. Danny Wegman
Co-Chairs
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Council
400 Andres Street, Suite 300
Rochester, New York 14604

Re: Seneca Falls Development Corporation
2016 Downtown Revitalization Initiative

Dear Dr. Kress & Mr. Wegman:

As the New York State Senator for the 54thi Senate District, it is my pleasure to offer
my full support for Seneca Falls Development Corporation’s application for funding
for the 2016 Downtown Revitalization Initiative.

The Seneca Falls Development Corporation (SFDC), with the approval of the Town
of Seneca Falls, has submitted a proposal for the 2016 Downtown Redevelopment
Initiative grant. Downtown Seneca Falls is distinctively positioned to maximize the
impact of a Downtown Revitalization Initiative.

Like so many downtown regions, Seneca Falls struggled through numerous
challenges over the past 40 years. A once-thriving area of retail shops, service
providers and small businesses witnessed the loss of several major employers: the
Seneca Army Depot, Sylvania and Guaranteed Parts. In addition several others
businesses have downsized including ITT/Gould’s Pumps). This triggered the loss
of good paying jobs, which severely impacted the local economy. The decline in
population and increase in the poverty rate both reflect the difficult times that hit the
Town of Seneca Falls and our region.

Seneca Falls: 119 FaIl Street, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 • 3157 568-9816 • FAX 1315) 568-2090
Albany Room 503. Capilol, Albany. NY 12147 • 1518) 455-2366 • FAX (518) 426-6953

Toll Free # 1-888.568-9816
www.nazzolio.nysetiate gov • nozzolio@nysenate.gov
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June	2,	2016	
	
	
	
Dr.	Anne	M.	Kress	
Mr.	Danny	Wegman	
Co-Chairs	
Finger	Lakes	Regional	Economic	Development	Council	
Rochester,	NY	
	
Subject:	 Seneca	Falls	Development	Corporation	(SFDC)		
	 2016	Downtown	Revitalization	Initiative	
	 	
Dear	Dr.	Kress	and	Mr.	Wegman,	
	
As	a	grateful	recipient	of	New	York	State	funding	for	rehabilitation	of	the	historic	Seneca	
Knitting	Mill	and	as	an	active	member	of	the	Seneca	Falls	community,	the	National	Women’s	
Hall	of	Fame	fully	supports	SFDC’s	application	for	funding	under	the	Upstate	Revitalization	
Initiative	for	beautification	and	improvements	to	our	town,	its	“main”	street,	and	its	waterfront.	
	
The	del	Lago	Resort	and	Casino,	with	an	expected	draw	of	well	over	three	million	annual	
visitors,	creates	an	obvious	need	for	easy	access	to	tourism	destinations	close	to	their	venue.		
Seneca	Falls	is	the	obvious	first	choice.			
	
Foundation	elements	are	already	in	place	to	transform	Seneca	Falls	into	the	premier	
“destination	small	town”	in	the	Finger	Lakes	--	beautiful	natural	resources,	a	picturesque	
village,	and	strong	historic	connections	with	some	of	the	most	important	movements	in	
American	history	(women’s	rights,	abolition,	industrialization).		
	
Funding	will	enable	Seneca	Falls	to	capitalize	on	this	rich	history.	Partnering	with	local	
museums,	downtown	businesses,	and	del	Lago	Resort,	as	well	as	the	regional	wine	and	food	
trails		–	we	envision	day	trips		(and	longer	stays)	for	visitors	to	enjoy	coordinated	“history”	
tours	to	our	museums	and	historical	sites,	to	shop	in	stores	that	sell	regional	products,	and	to	
have	easy	access	to	waterfront	activity	on	the	canal	and	Van	Cleef	Lake.			
	
Creating	this	“destination”	town	–	a	beautiful	place	to	live	and	work	--	will	not	only	draw	
national	and	international	visitors,	but	will	encourage	businesses	to	stay	and	new	businesses	to	
locate	here,	offering	current	and	soon-to-be	new	residents	to	“shop	local”	and	buy	locally	made	
products.			
	
The	Hall’s	progress	in	rehabilitation	of	the	historic	Knitting	Mill	continues.		New	York	has	
invested	in	this	important	piece	of	local,	regional,	and	national	history.			A	full	and	attractive	
downtown	with	shopping	and	restaurant	options	will	help	to	attract	visitors	to	the	Hall’s	new	
location	and	keep	visitors	in	the	area	longer.	
	
The	NWHF	strongly	urges	the	FLREDC	to	consider	the	SFDC	proposal.	
	
With	best	regards,	
	

	
	
Jeanne	Giovannini	
President,	Board	of	Directors	
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Today, Seneca Falls has been presented with unique opportunities to revitalize the
downtown area. Foremost among these is the construction of del Lago Resort and
Casino, slated to open in February 2017. This destination resort is just five miles
from downtown Seneca Falls, and will create over 1,800 permanent jobs. These
employees will need housing (medium to high-end), services and shopping
opportunities. With a Downtown Revitalization grant, the SFDC can leverage the
resources of del Lago to create a vibrant downtown where people will want to live,
work, shop and raise their families. In addition, the SFDC is negotiating with a
medical services company to bring 35-50 immediate hill-time jobs to downtown
Seneca Falls with large growth potential.

In addition to its employees, the estimated 3.4 million annual visitors to del Lago
will seek out places to shop and experience the Finger Lakes region during their
stay. The centerpiece of their plan is to draw them, and thousands of other tourists,
to downtown Seneca Falls to explore the Town’s heritage. Seneca Falls is proud to
be the home of the National Women’s Hall of Fame and the Women’s Rights
National Historic Park. In addition, the Seneca Falls Historic District will be
enhanced by new displays and activities that will be developed through the
Downtown Revitalization Initiative grant.

This grant has my full support and I ask that you give it every possible
consideration. Thank you for your attention to this request.

With best wishes.

,/\relYtJ
Michael . Nozz

MN/jsgllms Senator, 54th District
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June 8, 2016 
 

Joell Murney-Karsten, Chair 
Seneca Falls Development Corp. 
20 E. Bayard Street 
Seneca Falls, NY 13148 
 
Re:  Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
 
Dear Ms. Murney-Karsten: 
 
 As the sole proprietor of a business in downtown Seneca Falls, I was very pleased to hear 
that the Seneca Falls Development Corporation is pursuing the Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative for our community. 
 
 Seneca Falls is a unique community that attracts visitors to experience its historical 
significance as the birthplace of women’s rights, natural beauty as the gateway to the Finger 
Lakes and small town charm.  I am often struck by the variety of license plates from other states 
and provinces that I see on the cars outside my office during the summer months and around the 
holidays.  I expect that the opening of the del Lago Casino and the continued growth of the 
Finger Lakes wine industry will increase the number of visitors to our community.  The 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative would be vital to the Town’s efforts to give those visitors to 
our community a reason to stay and support our local economy.  In turn this would help Seneca 
Falls realize its potential as a tourism destination and a wonderful place to live. 
 
 Thank you for your efforts and the efforts of the Seneca Falls Development Corporation 
in pursuing the Downtown Revitalization Initiative.   
 

     Sincerely,  
 
 

Patrick J. Morrell 
 

PJM/cel 







Seneca Office Products 
59 Fall Street, Seneca Falls, new York 13148 

 

 

June 6, 2016 

To:  the Seneca Falls Development Corporation 

From:  Stewart B. Jensen 

Re: The Downtown Revitalization Initiative 

We have owned and managed an office supply firm on the main street here in Seneca Falls since 1994.  
We do have a vibrant existing customer base which spans four counties.  However, we have seen many 
businesses leave or fail despite growing tourism.  The area needs to be more interesting to industry and 
corporate offices.  Larger employers which spawn smaller support businesses.  We have a leg up on 
many villages in that we have strong attention though tourism, but to make people and business desire 
to make Seneca Falls their home.  That’s the key.  How I can help?  As an office supply store as our core 
business, and as we own our building, we can spin off another business in our canal side store front 
renting bicycles, canoes and kayaks.  These rental businesses most likely would eventually do well, but 
frankly, would need a core business to sponsor them through the first several seasons.   Adding 
employees for that business would strengthen our overall workforce as well.  Mixing fun for tourists and 
locals with work related office supplies, I think, makes a statement in itself.  Actually, simply the fact that 
we are a small office supply store thriving in today’s environment reflects how vibrant how community 
is.  Not only do we have the canal side storefront level currently unused, we also have a fourth floor 
which could be additional apartment  space adding one more customer to downtown’s restaurants and 
shops.   

We have already taken steps to enhance a SF visitor’s experience.  We have a “bored boater” section of 
the store supplying coloring books, crafts, toys etc.  When we lost our downtown pharmacy,  simply as 
service to the locals and tourists, we added over the counter medicines and personal care supplies.  The 
lack of a pharmacy is rather embarrassing and might possibly be part of your focus.   

I have not addressed the importance of our town as being the birthplace of women’s rights because that 
is someone else’s wheel house.   However,  I have been deeply involved in the parking crunch which 
happens here during the summer which is devastating to pedestrian traffic.  This parking crunch, I 
believe is directly responsible for no pharmacy and no breakfast restaurant.  A $30K study 
recommending solutions and enhancements has been done by the Town, but could use grant money if 
that’s possible.   

Thank you for the opportunity to participate, 
Respectfully, 
Stewart Jensen 
(315)568.4183 









 SENECA FALLS VISITOR CENTER 
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13148 
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June 01, 2016 

Dr. Anne M. Kress 
Mr. Danny Wegman 
Co- Chairs 
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council 
Rochester, NY 
 
RE: 2016 Downtown Revitalization Initiative Support 
 
Dear Dr. Kress and Mr. Wegman: 
 

The Seneca Falls Visitor Center is located at in the middle of historic downtown Seneca Falls and serves as the 
starting point of interest for local and regional history and attractions. The Visitor Center welcomes approx. 
25000 visitors a year from all over the USA, Canada and the Rest of the World.  The Visitor Centers primary 
purpose is to inform and assist visitors not only to the highlights of Seneca Falls but to the entire Fingerlakes 
Region.  

We wholeheartedly support the Seneca Falls Development Corporation, in its endeavor for the 2016 Downtown 
Redevelopment Initiative grant. We are convinced that this will greatly assisting our local economy and will 
also bring people to the area to live here or establish businesses here.  Once a thriving industrial town, Seneca 
Falls has embarked on a plan to reinvent itself as a key tourism destination and the gateway to the Fingerlakes 
Region and with your assistance the positive gains already achieved will only become greater ensuring a vibrant 
and growing economy. 

We therefore strongly urge the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council to consider Seneca Falls 
for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Chris Podzuweit 
Executive Director 
Seneca Falls Visitor Center 
Seneca Museum of Waterways and Industry 
Seneca Falls Heritage Area 
  













105 Fall Street
Seneca Falls, NY 13148-1492

phone (315) 568-8608 � � Fax (315) 568-8622

June 6, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this in support of The Downtown Revitalization Initiative.  We depend on

our  �walk-in � traffic for at least 30% of our business.  If we had a vibrant downtown that offered

businesses which would contribute to making our community a  �walking � village again, it could

improve everyone �s businesses.  The services we are greatly in need of are: a full service grocery

store, a public Laundromat, a pharmacy, a bakery, a movie theater, a place to get an ice cream

cone and a cafe/coffee shop that is open early for breakfast and lunch.  As things stand now, folks

must drive to get to those services - sometimes to the next village, sometimes to the next county. 

Any help that could be provided would be very welcome.

We live in such an historically rich area and we do not do nearly enough to make people

aware of this.  Seneca Falls is the Birthplace of Women �s Rights; Waterloo is the Birthplace of

Memorial Day; two religions began in this area - Mormonism and Spiritualism; and, of course,

Seneca Falls also lays claim to being the town that  �Bedford Falls � in the movie It �s A Wonderful

Life � is based on.  Our yearly It �s A Wonderful Life Festival has been an extremely popular event

drawing people from all over the US and Canada which continues to grow every year.  With a

vibrant downtown we would be able to offer more events to draw people to our area and,

hopefully, they will fall in love with it and want to live here.

Sincerely,

Pam Bryan, Owner
The Copy Shop










