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To Governor’s Common Core Implementation Task Force, November 6, 2015 
I am Stephen Sigmund, Executive Director of High Achievement New York, a coalition 
of teachers, parents, and civic and business organizations which support higher 
Common Core state standards and quality aligned assessments. 
 
We’re here to urge the Task Force to not pull the rug out from under more than 4 years 
of hard work by educators, parents, districts and most of all, kids.  
 
Improvements are welcome. We can always do better.  In particular, ensuring standards 
and assessments are age and grade appropriate, and that testing takes as little school 
time as possible, is vital. 
 
But this Task Force shouldn’t confuse a need for improvements with a need to end 
Common Core in New York.  It’s too important that all children, no matter what 
neighborhood they come from, have an equal shot at a high quality education.  And for 
too long, New York has failed in that mission. 
 
We should recognize two realities; (1) Common Core is starting to work in New York, 
and (2) No matter what improvements are made, opt-out organizers will always move 
the goalposts and won't be satisfied until the standards are dismantled entirely. 
 
Despite a drumbeat of politically driven rhetoric to the contrary, the standards and 
assessments are starting to bear fruit.  Test scores have risen overall. Graduation rates 
for the first high school class to graduate with all 4 years of Common Core increased to 
77%.  Proficiency rates for African-American and Hispanic children have risen between 
30 and 40%.  Most important, teachers throughout the state are saying that the 
standards create deeper and more meaningful learning in their classrooms. 
 
And there have already been significant changes made to improve implementation. New 
York led the way for the country in reducing standardized testing time, to 1% of all 
school time and 2% for test prep, and Commissioner Elia has committed to further 
shortening the state assessments.  We ensured no state testing for Pre-K through 2nd 
grade. The state postponed Common Core graduation requirements for high school 
students until 2022. And SED terminated its contract with Pearson, selecting instead a 
testing company to work with teachers and institute computer-based adaptive testing, 
which makes adjustments to the level of difficulty mid-test to better measure a child’s 
progress. 
 
But opt out organizers have responded to each of these improvements with one word… 
No.  Because rather than focusing on how we can make New York's standards and 
assessments better for our schools and kids, they seek only to dismantle them. 
 
But that's not an acceptable outcome for any of the State’s 2.6 million public school 
children. Not when only 48% of students in New York complete college in four years, yet 



70% of jobs here will require a college degree by 2020.  Not when remediation rates for 
New York City kids for basic math, reading and writing skills reach 80% at CUNY 
colleges. And not when, prior to the standards, millions of African-American and 
Hispanic kids got a separate and unequal education that left them behind. 
 
We urge this panel to rise above the charged, political rhetoric and focus its efforts on 
how we can build on the progress made over the past four years and strengthen the 
standards and assessments for our students and schools.  
 
Thank you. 
 


