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 APPLICATION 
Applications for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant 
responses for each section should be as complete and succinct as possible. Applications should be submitted as 
Word documents and must be received by the appropriate Regional Council by 4:00 PM on June 1, 2018 at the 
email address provided at the end of this application. Application guidance is provided in the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative Guidebook found on the DRI website at www.ny.gov/dri.   

BASIC INFORMATION 

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Long Island  

Municipality Name:  Village of Patchogue  

Downtown Name:  Patchogue  

County Name:  Suffolk  

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown revitalization. 

Patchogue’s revitalization will continue and expand as it becomes a national tourist destination anchored by the 
Anheuser Bush Blue Point Brewery production, tasting and entertainment facility, a vibrant arts and 
entertainment district, a hotel, possibly a Long Island Welcome Center, access to Fire Island National Seashore, 
easy access to McArthur Airport and multiple transportation options.  The Main Street district will expand to the 
east by Plaza Media Arts Centre, a smart growth development including a three-screen art house cinema, media 
arts business incubator, retail space, and affordable housing.   

 

 

JUSTIFICATION 

Provide an overview of the downtown area nominated for the DRI program, highlighting the area’s defining 
characteristics and the reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative (DRI) investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization. 

Patchogue is the model for smart growth on Long Island with a vibrant entertainment district, multiple housing 
choices, and multi-modal transportation options.  Patchogue’s growth in the last ten years has reached the 2nd 
generation smart growth problems, limited sewer capacity and lack of parking.  Using the Village’s expertise to 
bring revitalization to the portion of East Main Street located outside of the Village would help our downtown 
and the image of Patchogue as a whole as it is the gateway to the Village from the East.  It is a great area of 
opportunity.   The DRI funding would be used for a plan to improve and expand parking and sewer infrastructure 
and expand development to East Main Street, with the possibility of extending Village boundaries.  The Suffolk 

http://www.ny.gov/dri
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County Industrial Development Agency retained the services of the Regional Plan Association to develop a 
community driven plan for East Patchogue.  An advisory committee was formed and a community meeting held.  
The RPA report is to be issued in the next six months.  The plan included Plaza Media Arts Center as the cultural 
anchor on East Main Street.  East Patchogue is certainly ready for this change, the Village either through 
expansion or collaboration would be able to effectuate this revitalization.  The DRI would provide the funding for 
a feasibility study for Village expansion.   Patchogue Village has the capacity and the experience to leverage DRI 
funding and meet the timeliness goals of the LIREDC as it has done on multiple projects over many years.   

 

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the DRI as set 
forth in the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Guidebook.  

1) Boundaries of the proposed DRI area. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, keeping in 
mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be concentrated and 
well-defined. Neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business district are eligible, if they 
can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that clearly delineates the area to 
be included in the downtown revitalization area. 

Patchogue Village Downtown is centered along Main Street (Montauk Highway) and is six blocks long beginning 
at the easterly border of the Village at Bay Avenue and Route 112 to Waverly Avenue and River Avenue to the 
west with north and south boundaries extended two blocks in each direction and along the river.  The 
Downtown includes the Long Island Railroad Station and Fire Island National Seashore welcome center and ferry 
terminal.  The East Main Street corridor is on Main Street from Bay Avenue east to Phyllis Drive in the 
unincorporated area of Patchogue.   

2) Description of catchment area. Outline why the proposed DRI area, or its catchment area, is of a size 
sufficient to support a vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable 
existing or increasing population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown 
destination.   

• The Village of Patchogue has a vibrant, year-round downtown and is now held back by its lack of 
sufficient parking and a need for expanded sewer capacity.  The Village is one of the few communities on 
Long Island with an increasing population.  This is borne out by the increase in voter registration by 1200 
people in the last two years.  The Village’s catchment area is from Oakdale to Moriches, and from Stony 
Brook to Rocky Point in the north and all areas in between.   
• For many of the communities Patchogue is the primary downtown because it has a mix of restaurants, 
entertainment, and shopping.  The Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts draws 150,000 patrons each 
year.  Plaza Mac, an independent cinema, bring 15,000 visitors each year.  Live music can be enjoyed at any 
number of restaurants on Main Street and at 89 North Music venue on North Ocean Avenue.   
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3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this DRI area will be able to capitalize on 
prior private and public investment, or catalyze future investments in the neighborhood and its surrounding 
areas. 

• The Village of Patchogue is prepared to continue its record of capitalizing on private and public 
investment in our community using funds received through grants and low-interest loans in a timely manner 
and leveraging those funds for expanded investment.  Patchogue invested in the Patchogue Theatre, the 
catalyst for the revitalization, combining local, state, and private funding the most recent $1 million 
renovation was funded by 5 percent grants, 35 percent gifts, and 60 percent Village Bonds.  The 2011, $10 
million, expansion of the sewer plan was through grants, low-interest loan, and local funding.  Additional 
funding is needed to expand the plant as it is at capacity.  Further expansion of the WWTP would be an 
investment in the region and is integral to the continued growth Patchogue and surrounding communities.   
The Village was awarded a grant of $30,000 in the 2017 CFA round toward a $100,000 sewer plant 
expansion study.  The study is underway.  The Patchogue BID has leveraged $950,000 of NY Main Street 
Grants into $2.65 of total investment in building improvements in the core business district.   The Village has 
invested in parking meters to better manage parking and establish a parking fund to finance expanded 
parking facilities.     

• Regional and Local Vision.  The Village of Patchogue has followed the redevelopment plan prepared by 
the Suffolk County Department of Planning in 2002 by encouraging retail and destination uses with a focus 
on arts, entertainment and restaurant uses; encouraging development of residential units in the downtown, 
and providing the highest level of basic services in the business district for maintenance, security, aesthetics, 
publicity and administration.  
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Portals/0/planning/Publications/PatchogueCBDReport.pdf  

Today, 15 years later, over 700 new rental and owner-occupied units have been built in and around the 
downtown, most in the last five years and including an assisted living facility with 128 units opened in 
February 2018.  The Village is recognized as an entertainment district to the extent that Tap Room 
Restaurant on West Main Street had the distinction of the 10th of the top ten places Uber drops off on Long 
Island.  The fact that this is part of the local vision is evidenced by the reelection of Mayor Paul Pontieri in a 
highly contested election in 2012 which he won with 68% of the vote.   

• Nearby investments: Blue Point Brewery, a subsidiary of Anheuser Busch, has renovated the former 
Briaricliffe College building turning it into a state-of-the art brewery and visitors center set to open in the 
summer of this year.  The project has created an additional 65 permanent jobs.  Suffolk County is investing 
in the Bus Rapid Transit line between Patchogue and Stony Brook an investment of $6.5 million with $1 
million in CFA funding.  The RBT stop will be across from the Brewery.  St. Joseph’s College is planning to 
build dormitories less than one mile from downtown.  Brookhaven Hospital has added a cardiac care wing.  
Northwell Health is investing in our community with the total renovation of the former Brookhaven Town 
Hall.  Tritec investing $100 million in New Village Patchogue a 291 unit smart growth development in the 
heart of Patchogue.  Through a $1 million ESD grant and a $1 million private donation, the Patchogue-
Medford Library moved and renovated the Carnegie Library.   
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• Developable Properties:  There are several developable properties in and around downtown Patchogue.  
The Brookhaven Hospital Dialysis Center in downtown will be relocated and the property is a prime location 
for a hotel and there are several developers and operators interested in the project.  A feasibility study for 
the project is underway.   A Blight Study for Terry Street was conducted and the recommended Arts and 
Culture District zoning was adopted by the Village Board.  A property owner on Terry Street is making 
application for development of a multifamily project for artists.   On Main Street, east of Bay Avenue, two 
large vacant parcels, as well as the Hudson Health clinic property, are opportunities for redevelopment.  One 
a major property owner in the area is interested in redeveloping his properties.  On May 29, 2018 a 
moratorium was adopted for the portion of West Main Street closest to Blue Point Brewery for the Village to 
determine what uses would be most appropriate for the area taking into account the influence Blue Point 
will have on the area.   

• Consistency with Regional Council’s Vision:  Patchogue Village redevelopment and the plans for further 
investment with the DRI project are consistent with the LIREDC vision.  Revitalization of downtowns was 
identified as a critical issue and Patchogue was cited as a model.  The Village is seeking to expand the waste 
water treatment plant meeting the mandate of Critical Issue #2. Collaborating with Suffolk County on the 
Patchogue Gateway Transportation Center is a step toward creating an adequate transportation system 
listed as Critical Issue #3.  Patchogue has actively sought inclusion of affordable housing in developments in 
downtown so that over 20 percent of the new residential units in Patchogue are affordable housing.   

4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within or near the DRI 
area will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support redevelopment, and make growth 
sustainable in the long-term. 

Restaurants and entertainment venues in the Village are the largest job engines in the Village adding over 
500 jobs in the last five years.  Blue Point Brewery has brought additional jobs, Village Walk Assisted Living 
Facility created 52 full-time jobs, and additional employment was created through the expansion of the 
Cardiac Wing of the Brookhaven Memorial Hospital.  The Village has added additional personnel to its Public 
Safety force to address the increase in quality of life issues that arise from an entertainment district.  Many 
entrepreneurs are coming to Patchogue and Patchogue has been recognized as one of the top 100 places in 
New York for small businesses.  https://lendedu.com/blog/best-100-towns-new-york-small-businesses/    

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the DRI area 
possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 
downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 
background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 
different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 
parks and gathering spaces. 

Patchogue Village has all the amenities of an urban area with the benefits of living in the suburbs.  
Downtown has a mix of housing choices from luxury rentals to affordable housing with senior housing and a 
new assisted-living facility.  The many restaurants and bars provide a vibrant night-life and, more recently, a 
vibrant Sunday brunch destination.   There is a lack of retail as the commercial spaces are large and 
unaffordable for shopping retail.    Bravo Supermarket is an affordable food market and Wallen’s Natural 
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Foods has been open for three years with organic options.  There are several butchers and many delis with 
large steam tables for hot food.  Patchogue has a walk score of 83 meaning services needed are within 
walking distance for residents, including access to health care facilities which include two walk-in clinics, 
dentists, and the nearby Brookhaven Memorial Hospital.  Mass transit stops are convenient to downtown 
with the LIRR station and bus stops two blocks from Main Street.  Parks are a short distance from Main 
Street providing all residents but particularly those in high-density developments opportunity for passive 
and active recreation a short walk from their homes.   

Patchogue is a mixed income, diverse community.  Over 50 percent of our residents have incomes below 
80 percent of HUD Area Median Income and 14.9 percent of households have incomes below the poverty 
rate.  Over 50 percent of the students in the schools serving the Village receive reduced or free lunch.   By 
census 25% of the residents of Patchogue are Latino and 40% of PM School District is Spanish Speaking.  Our 
cultural diversity is reflected in the street festivals of St. Liberata Italian Festival, St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Ecuadorian Independence Day Festival, and multi-cultural experiences available at the Patchogue-Medford 
Library.    

Patchogue-Medford Library is located in the downtown and uses creative programing to continually 
engage all ages in activities. The Patchogue-Medford Library was one of just five libraries nationwide to 
receive the 2010 National Medal for Library Service from the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS.) In awarding the medal, IMLS cited the many bilingual services offered by the Library, the Library’s 
immersion in the community, and the sense that the Library was a central place for all members of the 
community as examples of extraordinary community outreach.   

 Patchogue is one of the most vital artistic communities on Long Island. A pure hotbed for the arts on L.I 
and home to The Patchogue Arts Council (PAC) and Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts. It is also 
home to Long Island’s first (currently only) Artspace residence, a subsidized live work space for artists and 
art house cinema, Plaza Media Arts Center. Arts business include, a number of professional photo studios, 
Gather Studio (pottery, ceramic, and fiber arts), private artist studios, Think Big puppeteering, and Opera 
Company.  

The success of Patchogue as a model arts community is through dynamic collaborations between all of 
the arts organizations that can be found in the Village of Patchogue. Together the organizations host 
numerous cultural events supporting all media and arts including, visual, literary, music, cinema, 
performance, and dance creating ample and diverse cultural experiences for the community.   
 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 
downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 
complete streets plan, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 
downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 
ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

Throughout the revitalization of Patchogue the Village has adopted and implemented policies to address 
Quality of Life issues.  The Village created a Downtown Revitalization Development zone which created the 
opportunity to bring the $100 million New Village smart growth development to Patchogue.  Transit-
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oriented development occurred without an articulated plan because the train station is in the downtown.  
The Village is age-friendly simply by reason of the amenities, walkability, and barrier free crosswalks.   
The Patchogue Community Development Agency provides housing counseling and rental assistance through 
the CDBG and Section 8 programs for low to moderate income household in the Village.   The CDA connects 
residents with services for fair housing complaints, wage-theft complaints, or discrimination complaints.  
The CDA Executive Director works with Long Island Housing Services, Suffolk County Human Rights 
Commission, Nassau-Suffolk Law Services, Long Island Housing Partnership, and Community Development 
Corporation of Long Island and refers residents to the appropriate agency as the need arises.   

 Suffolk County has deeded two properties to the Village of Patchogue for affordable housing which the 
Village transferred to the Long Island Housing Partnership to be included in the Suffolk County Land Bank.  
The properties will be improved and then through a lottery sold to first-time homebuyers with incomes at or 
below 80 percent of HUD Area Median Income.   

 Patchogue Village is also at the forefront of addressing environmental issues. It was one of the first 
communities on Long Island to ban single use plastic bags.  It has now passed the first legislation in Suffolk 
County to ban the use of Styrofoam.  The efforts were led by the Protecting the Environment in Patchogue 
led by Trustee Joseph Keyes and including Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director of the Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment and a resident of the Village of Patchogue.  Finally, the longest “living shoreline” in 
Suffolk County is under design and will be constructed next year.  Total project costs are $4.5 million funded 
through $2.6 million in CFA grants and a match by a private donation to the Village of Patchogue in the sum 
of $1.9 million.  

7) Public Support. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to develop the DRI 
application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of downtown 
revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 
implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 
outside experts to convene a DRI Local Planning Committee to oversee the plan.   

The Village reached out to stake holders in the Village in developing the DRI application, in particular 
Members of the Board of Trustees for the Village of Patchogue, Greater Patchogue Chamber of Commerce, 
Patchogue Business Improvement District, Patchogue-Medford Library, Patchogue Theatre for the 
Performing Arts, Plaza Media Arts Centre, Greater Patchogue Foundation, Patchogue Arts Council, and 
residents.  Focus East Patchogue, a community organization made up of residents and business owners in 
the unincorporated area of Patchogue located east of Bay Avenue and Route 112, has conferenced with the 
Village about their goals for redevelopment of the East Main Street corridor.   

What sets Patchogue apart from other communities on Long Island is the spirit of cooperation 
engendered in all of our efforts.  The Village, BID, and Chamber leadership meet on a regular basis to discuss 
issues, concerns, and ideas.   The stakeholders look for opportunities to collaborate because it makes for a 
stronger community.  In Patchogue ego doesn’t matter as much as a shared vision and that is why 
Patchogue has been successful.  It will be no different with this initiative.  The local lead for the program will 
be Mayor Paul Pontieri and Marian H. Russo.   
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8) Project List to Demonstrate Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above by 
providing a list of transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI 
funds within the first one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which 
may leverage DRI funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic 
development, transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should 
have demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local 
Planning Committee and the State. Explain how most projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 
readiness for implementation. 

The following are the transformative projects the Village of Patchogue is planning:  

• A parking garage located in the parking lot of the Suffolk County Sixth District Court.   The continued 
revitalization of the village is hampered by the lack of parking.   This infrastructure is essential to attracting a 
hotel to Patchogue and for the revitalization to expand to other parts of Main Street.  Design is anticipated 
to take one year.  The Village is currently in negotiations with the County of Suffolk for use of the property 
and once control is obtained, the Village will build the garage which will incorporate the Bus Rapid Transit 
Stop.  The County is providing $1 million in a Jump Start Grant and the Village will be applying for an ESD 
grant.  The remainder of construction costs will be paid through the Village’s general fund, bond funds, and 
accumulated parking meter fees.  The Village will maintain and monitor the facility.   

• Expansion of the waste water treatment plant.  This infrastructure improvement is essential for the 
expansion of business in Patchogue and to help spread revitalization to other areas near Patchogue.  It is 
also essential for water quality.  The Village was awarded a grant of $30,000 from the EFC through the 2017 
CFA application for the necessary facility plan.  The Village has retained H2M Engineering for the design.  The 
Village Board has resolved to provide matching funds.   

• Plaza Media Arts Centre relocation and expansion.  The Village of Patchogue will collaborate with Plaza 
MAC leadership to bring a smart growth media development with a three-screen movie art house, living 
space, business incubator space, class rooms, and retail space.  Similar projects have revitalized communities 
around the country.  Bringing this project to East Main Street would be a catalyst for revitalization in a 
blighted area.  Patchogue Village staff would collaborate with the Board of Plaza Mac providing expertise to 
make this happen.   

• Museum of Contemporary Art.   The Patchogue Arts Council is creating an arts legacy in the Village of 
Patchogue with its extensive programming and ever-expanding events.  In planning is transitioning from a 
gallery to a museum facility to make it possible to create visual exhibits of a higher level and to establish the 
only Museum/art facility on Long Island regularly presenting exhibits focusing on contemporary and cutting-
edge art.     

9) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 
initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts once projects are selected for award.  

• Mayor Paul Pontieri, in his fourth term as Mayor, Paul Pontieri has led the revitalization of Patchogue 
and is skilled at administration of projects and “cobbling” together funds. 
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• Anne Marie Monte, Deputy Treasurer has over 30 years of experience in municipal financing and 
administering grants. 
• Dennis Smith, Special Assistance to the Mayor and Executive Director of the Patchogue BID, managed 
the NY Main Street grants leveraging the $950,000 in grants to $2.6 million in total investment.  He is 
currently administering a $5 million upgrade of all Village Parks.  
• Marian H. Russo, Esq., Executive Director of the Patchogue Community Development Agency, 
administers the Community Development Block Grant Program and writes and administers grants for the 
Village.  

10) Other. Provide any other information that informs the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award. 

Patchogue is a business friendly community.  Developers and business owners have a willingness to come to 
Patchogue over other communities in part because of the vibrancy of Patchogue and its downtown but also 
because Patchogue has a more streamlined process for permitting and various governmental approvals that 
might be needed.  Time is money and because all of the departments in the village are in one building and 
because the permitting process is quick, investors and developers are happy to do projects in Patchogue.    From 
the top down, Village representatives and staff work with those willing to invest in our community.   

Patchogue is confronting next generation smart growth development challenges.  To continue to grow, the 
Village’s infrastructure must be improved.  Without parking, business will stagnate.  Without expanded sewer 
capacity, approvals for new development will be limited, development in nearby communities limited, and 
addressing water-quality challenging.  The vision of becoming a national tourist destination will be difficult to 
achieve and the revitalization of East Patchogue delayed.  With the DRI award Patchogue will address the next 
generation problems of redevelopment and then share best practices with communities across Long Island.  

 

 

*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the proposed DRI Area. (See item 1.)    

 

EMAIL SUBMISSION ADDRESSES 
Please submit your application as a Word Document to the Regional Council for your region. 

Capital Region  NYS-CapitalDist@esd.ny.gov  

Central New York NYS-CentralNY@esd.ny.gov 

Finger Lakes  NYS-FingerLakes@esd.ny.gov 

Long Island  LIREDC@esd.ny.gov 

Mid-Hudson  NYS-MidHudson@esd.ny.gov 

Mohawk Valley  NYS-MohawkVal@esd.ny.gov 

New York City  NYC-DRI@esd.ny.gov 

mailto:nys-capitaldist@esd.ny.gov
mailto:nys-centralny@esd.ny.gov
mailto:NYS-FingerLakes@esd.ny.gov
mailto:LIREDC@esd.ny.gov
mailto:nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov
mailto:nys-mohawkval@esd.ny.gov
mailto:NYC-DRI@esd.ny.gov
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North Country  NYS-NorthCountry@esd.ny.gov 

Southern Tier  NYS-SouthernTier@esd.ny.gov 

Western New York NYS-WNY-REDC@esd.ny.gov 

 

mailto:Nys-northcountry@esd.ny.gov
mailto:nys-southerntier@esd.ny.gov
mailto:NYS-WNY-REDC@esd.ny.gov


VILLAGE OF PATCHOGUE 2018 DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE MAP  
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West Main Street Moratorium Area   20 Terry Street      TERRY STREET ARTS DISTRICT  
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    LIRR STATION  -Patchogue Artspace Lofts 
    BUS STATION   -Patchogue Arts Council Galler 
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

 
Steven Bellone 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

LOCATION:                                                                                                                MAILING ADDRESS: 
H. LEE DENNISON BUILDING, 12th FLOOR                                                              P.O. BOX 6100                                                                                   OFFICE  (631) 853-4000     
100 VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY                           ♦                         HAUPPAUGE, NY 11788-0099                                   ♦                                    FAX  (631) 853-4818 
 

 

 

May 31, 2018 

Long Island Regional Economic Development Council 
Mr. Kevin Law and Mr. Stuart Rabinowitz, Co-Chairs 
C/O Empire State Development  
150 Motor Parkway, Suite 311, Hauppauge, New York 11788 
 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Law and Rabinowitz: 
 
It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of the Village of Patchogue’s application for the $10 million Downtown 
Revitalization Grant for downtown Patchogue. Patchogue plays a vital role in the County’s Connect Long Island vision 
and the success of its revitalization will be a bellwether for our region’s efforts to grow in a sustainable, transit-oriented 
manner. 
 
Suffolk County has made significant investments in Patchogue in recent years, including affordable housing funding to 
the Copper Beech, Artspace, and New Village projects. The County is providing $1 million through its Jump Start 
program to help re-envision the western gateway to the downtown area, and has funded transit and roadway 
improvements to better position the Village, with its six bus lines, LIRR Station, and future BRT stations, within the 
regional transportation system. 
 
Although much has already been done, there is still more to do. This $10 million grant will leverage the investments other 
government and private entities have made in this area and help complete this community revitalization. 
 
The Patchogue community is in a position to take stock of its successes to date and to deal with the challenging task of 
planning for and implementing the next phases of growth, so that it may continue being a vibrant downtown destination.  I 
encourage your support of the Village of Patchogue’s application to continue their revitalization efforts. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Steven Bellone 
Suffolk County Executive 



Robert Calarco 
Legislator, 7

th
 District 

DEPUTY PRESIDING OFFICER 
 

Committees 
Chairman – Government Operations, 

Personnel, Informational Technology & 

Housing; Budget & Finance 

 

Vice Chairman – Public Safety 
 

Member – Public Works, Transportation & 

Energy, Education & Human Services, Ways & 

Means, Health 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
County of Suffolk 

  

 

 
May 22, 2018 

 

Kevin Law and Stuart Rabinowitz, Co-Chairs 

Long Island Regional Economic Development Council 

150 Motor Parkway, 3rd Floor 

Hauppauge, NY 11788 

 

Dear Co- Chairs Law and Rabinowitz: 

 

I am writing in support of the Village of Patchogue’s application of the Downtown Revitalization Initiative for 2018.  As 

the Suffolk County representative for the Village of Patchogue and the unincorporated area of Patchogue, I 

wholeheartedly support initiatives to improve infrastructure of the Village and expand the revitalization to East 

Patchogue.   

 

The Village of Patchogue is recognized by the Long Island REDC as a model for developments of downtowns.  

Patchogue had sufficient parking when it was primarily a retail destination.  With the creation of an entertainment district 

with over 40 restaurants, a regional historic performing arts theater, and a very active arts scene, parking is no longer 

meeting the needs of the visitors.  With the addition of the Blue Point Brewery, the Bus Rapid Transit Station, additional 

retail from the TriTec project, and an expanded library system, a parking garage is essential to the continued growth of the 

Village.  The expansion of the sewage treatment plant is necessary for not only sewering residential areas, but for 

continued redevelopment in the Village and into the unincorporated areas of Patchogue.  

 

East Main Street, Patchogue is a blighted area and application of the smart growth principals used by the Village would 

help to revitalize the area.  In 2010, as part of a larger infrastructure project, sewer lines were run east through the 

unincorporated area to Phyllis Drive.  To date, few businesses have been able to connect to those lines.  Expanding the 

Plaza Media Arts Centre, an existing popular Village amenity into the East Patchogue corridor, would provide a cultural 

anchor to the blighted area and spark the revitalization, much as the Patchogue Theatre had for the Village. 

 

Patchogue Village’s revitalization over the last decade should not diminish its application for the DRI.  It has now realized 

a new set of problems; how the Village meets those challenges will serve as an example for the rest of Long Island.  

Additionally, the residents of East Patchogue are hungry for change and look west towards the Village for inspiration and 

guidance.  They are currently working with the Village in a planning process with Regional Plan Associates towards a 

common goal of revitalization and economic development. 

 

I enthusiastically support their application and wish them the best of success. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Robert T. Calarco, Deputy Presiding Officer 

90 West Main Street, Suite 2N 

Patchogue, NY 11772 

Tel:  (631) 854-1400 

Fax: (631) 854-1403 

 

 
robert.calarco@suffolkcountyny.gov 

 





20 Terry Street, Suite 116
Patchogue, NY 11772 

info@PatchogueArts.org 
 www.PatchogueArts.org

631.627.8686

The Patchogue Arts Council was formed in 2008 as
a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation with the  mission 

to support, promote, and encourage the arts

Executive Board

Lori Devlin
President
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Jessica Valentin
Trustee

Jennifer Berotti
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Trustee

Titus Kana
Trustee
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Staff
Beth Giacummo
Executive Director
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Director of 
Programming

Jay Schuck
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Long Island Regional
Economic Development Council
150 Motor Parkway
Hauppauge, NY 11788

Dear Council Members:

This letter is in support of the Village of Patchogue’s application for the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative. The Patchogue Arts Council (PAC) was established in 2008 to to 
cultivate and unify the community through the arts.

Patchogue is one of the most vital artistic communities on Long Island. A pure hotbed for the 
arts on L.I and home to The Patchogue Arts Council (PAC) and Patchogue Theatre for the 
Performing Arts. It is also home to Long Island’s first (currently only) Artspace residence, a 
subsidized live work space for artists and art house cinema, Plaza Media Center. Arts 
business include, a number of professional photo studios, Gather Studio ( pottery, ceramic, 
and fiber arts), private artist studios, Think Big puppetring, and Opera Company.

The Patchogue Arts Council is a progressive arts organization that serves not just Patchogue 
but the community at large. PAC has been aiding in the revitalization and rebirth of Patchogue 
by serving its’ mission to encourage, promote, and support the arts - Since 2008. It hosts 
culturally inclusive community events include large scale arts festivals, annual sculpture 
garden, commissioning of new works by local artists and a number of exhibition spaces 
through the town including a private gallery. As of 2018 Terry Street has been rezoned and 
named an official arts district. This is the first of its’ kind on Long Island and is a major note to 
the strength of the arts and development of this community.

PAC looks to the future to expand their space to add a dynamic education program, museum 
space and Fine Artist studio facility. The success of Patchogue as a model arts community is 
through dynamic collaborations between all of the arts organizations that can be found in the 
Village of Patchogue. Together the organizations host numerous cultural events supporting all 
media and arts including, visual, literary, music, cinema, performance, and dance creating 
ample and diverse cultural experiences for the community.

The opportunity to participate in the DRI would make Patchogue the premier arts community 
on Long Island and provide the entire region with an impactful cultural resource extending far 
beyond just the community of Patchogue.

 Artfully,

Beth Giacummo
Patchogue Arts Council Executive Director

!

mailto:info@PatchogueArts.org
http://www.PatchogueArts.org




Celebrating the power and magic of film as an art form and as 
a medium for multi-cultural exchange and social responsibility.

Long Island Regional Economic Development Council 
150 Motor Parkway 
Hauppauge, NY  11788 

May 17, 2018 

RE: Plaza Mac a transformative project for East Main Street 

Dear Council Members: 

This letter is in support of the Village of Patchogue’s application for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative. The Plaza 
Cinema and Media Arts Center (PlazaMAC, Inc.) is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3), community supported Art House Cinema 
located in downtown Patchogue. Its mission is to celebrate the power and magic of film as an art form and as a 
medium for multicultural exchange and social responsibility by: 

• Showing quality mainstream, independent, and foreign films, and opera and plays screened from world stages. 
• Presenting series and festivals with guest speakers. 
• Offering field trips, classes, and workshops in filmmaking and animation. 
• Working with schools to spread the importance of media literacy skills in today’s visual culture. 
• Contributing to the economic and cultural development of the community. 

Plaza MAC is a cultural anchor attracting approximately 17,000 people to Patchogue each year from a 35-miles 
radius. As a single screen cinema The Plaza has the capacity to show an average of 95 different films annually and 
offer eight recurring curated film series. In 2017 it established eight recurring series, hosted 65 guest speaker events 
(including notable actors and filmmakers such as Isabella Rossellini, Nancy Savoca, and Richard Guay) and provided 
15 media arts classes and workshops. As a Media Arts Center, The Plaza has the potential to serve 100,000 High 
School students in Suffolk County.  
  
The Plaza has become a hub for intellectual enrichment and a breeding ground for discourse and cross-pollination of 
ideas, but it cannot grow in its current single screen space of 1100 square feet. It must expand to include at least two 
more screens and multiple studio media arts “smart” spaces. 

Plaza MAC was established in 2010. The name Plaza was taken from the old Plaza Theater formerly located at the 
intersection of East Main Street and Avery Avenue. As there is no space in the Village of Patchogue to expand to, The 
Plaza Board is looking to build on the old Plaza Theater property now owned by the Town of Brookhaven.  

East Main Street Patchogue, outside of the Village of Patchogue, is a blighted area ripe for redevelopment. The vision 
of the Plaza MAC as a landlord is to create a multi-use, multi-media center on the old Plaza property which would be 
a multi-screen cinema, a center for media arts education while providing the area with a business incubator and 
housing. It was the original concept of the founders and a concept we continue to work towards. The opportunity to 
participate in the DRI would enable the concept to become a reality.   

Sincerely,  

       

      

Campbell Dalglish       Catherine Oberg 
Founder and President, Board of Trustees    Founder and Executive Director 

20 Terry Street, Suite 121, Patchogue, NY 11772  *  Web: plazamac.org  *  Phone: (631) 438-0083
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