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DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE – LIREDC 

Due on Friday, May 20, 2016 to LIREDC@esd.ny.gov  

 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Municipality Name: City of Long Beach 

Downtown Name: Park Ave CBD/Long Beach Blvd. Innovation District 

County: Nassau 

Downtown Description - Provide an overview of the downtown and summarize the rationale behind 
nominating this downtown for a Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) award): 

At 2.7 square miles, Long Beach is a highly compact and walkable City with higher densities than most of 
its Long Island counterparts. The Central Business District and associated Long Beach Blvd. Innovation 
District is the epicenter of the City’s activity, a vibrant year round destination for the region due to its 
proximty to one of the country's cleanest beaches, boardwalk, shops, restaurants and a multi-modal 
transportation hub connecting Long Beach to NYC/JFK. Although severely affected by Superstorm Sandy, 
Long Beach is rebuilding not only stronger, smarter, and safer but more resilient as well. Long Beach is 
seeing unprecedented private investment and job growth with potential for more as outlined in the 
current Comp Plan draft.      

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the criteria set forth in the DRI Guidelines.  

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted 
neighborhood, keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the 
neighborhood should be compact and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional 
downtown or central business district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe 
for investment.     
The Park Ave CBD/Long Beach Blvd. Innovation District encompasses both sides of Park Avenue from 
Laurelton Blvd. to Long Beach Blvd. and continues northward to the Long Beach Blvd. bridge. This 
area is inclusive of approximately 150 businesses including a newly established co-working facility. 
The area also encompasses the entirety of the North Park neighborhood which is a low/moderate 
income and highly diverse community located adjacent to industrial bayfront property that is ripe 
for smart and inclusive redevelopment. The current Draft Comp Plan outlines this area for improved 
services, connectivity with regard to streets and accessibility for North Park, affordable housing, and 
both water related job and recreational opportunities.    
 
Attach color map clearly identifying areas within the defined downtown. 
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2) Size. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a vibrant, 
year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing, or increasing, 
population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown.   
Describe how investments in your downtown could positively impact surrounding communities. 
 
The downtown area as depicted above serves as the primary CBD for the barrier island and Island 
Park year round with a total population of 49,761. During the summer season, the population of 
Long Beach doubles with additional daily and weekend visitors (approximately 25,000) from around 
the region. As envisioned in the Comp Plan, downtown investment can positively impact this 
population through the provision of more services, a performing/cultural arts center (goal of actor, 
Billy Crystal) as a regional destination, additional affordable and mixed income housing options 
(strong market demand present), employment opportunities as well as open space/recreation 
opportunities in this waterfront, TOD location, only 50 minutes from NYC.      
 
 

3) Past Investments & Future Investment Potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to 
capitalize on prior, and catalyze future, private and public investment in the neighborhood and its 
surrounding areas.  
 
The City of Long Beach is perfectly positioned to capitalize on investments quite simply because it is 
already occurring. The City has a proven track record of leveraging funding and incorporating 
resiliency into Post-Sandy projects. The City is also finalizing an update to the Comp Plan and will 
start a zoning code revision with regional Law Schools this year to follow the planning process. The 
plan denotes a number of redevelopment opportunities in this area. Private funding thus far 
includes the Bridgeworks coworking facility ($2.5M), potential superblock development ($300M), 
and Marketing funding ($478,000) among others. Public funding/TA sources include FEMA, EPA, 
NOAA, HUD, NYRCRP, GOSR, DOT, DOS, NYSERDA, ESD, DEC, HCR, OEM, etc.     
 
Leveraged Resources:  Public   165626351  Private   303000000 
Prior NYS Funding/REDC Funding:  Amount 36726351   
Please identify use(s) of prior funding Sandy Reconstruction; Infrastructure; Planning; 
Complete Streets Implementation; Marketing   
 

4) Job Growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close proximity to, the 
downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support redevelopment, and 
make growth sustainable in the long-term.  
 
Receiving $1.4M in outside funding for its 3 year Marketing initiative that has hometown actor, Billy 
Crystal help promote the City as a destination which sustained local businesses, spurred new ones 
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post-Sandy and avoided an economic downturn. The Comp Plan outlines a growth of 574-1050 
permanent jobs in this area with the proposed development in the CBD and bayfront that would 
harness diversity and create jobs. The City is already a regional destination, especially young 
professionals with natural amenities, recreation, shops/restaurants that have had media attention, 
while also being highly walkable/bikeable. This contributed to attracting the new coworking facility 
projected to accommodate 500-600 additional professional members.  

5) Attractiveness of the Downtown. Identify the properties or characteristics the downtown 
possesses that contribute or could contribute, if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 
downtown. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, housing at 
different levels of affordability and type, healthy and affordable food markets, walkability and 
bikeability, and public parks and gathering spaces.  
 
Downtown Long Beach is compact, walkable/bikeable and attractive to millenials. Data shows that 
commuters bike/walk more than the national average. There are a number of properties ripe for 
redevelopment (some with potential for mixed use conversion)with more diverse housing 
type/affordable options and an existing robust rental market with higher density than the region, a 
super market and a biweekly farmers market, held in Kennedy Plaza next to the multimodal 
transportation hub. The City just implemented a streetscape project that added more bike parking 
options, greenery and recycling receptacles. The Comp Plan outlines the need for cultural 
arts/performing space, open space, mixed use development with access to the ocean and bayfronts. 
 

6) Policies to Enhance Quality of Life. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and 
quality of life of the downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, 
complete streets plans, or transit-oriented development. If policies achieving this goal are not 
currently in place, describe the ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  
 
In 2013, the City Council adopted a Complete Streets policy to support economic development by 
accommodating all modes and users of the transportation system with the goal of increasing 
walkability and bikeability. Since then, the City has secured two REDC grants to implement this 
policy with bike lanes in the downtown and a streetscape program. Following the completion of the 
Comp Plan, the City wil undertake zoning code amendments  with TA from Touro and Pace Law 
Schools ('16/'17) and will include mixed use districts, resiliency and bayfront redevelopment and 
incentives for transit oriented development (City is a proposed TOD in NYMTC plan). The finalization 
of the Comp Plan will enable Long Beach to issue an RFQ for a master developer. 

7) Local Support. Set forth the local and community support that exists for the revitalization of this 
downtown and the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to building and 
implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work 
with outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  
 
Support for downtown revitalization has been captured through 3 Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC) meetings and 6 public meetings held for the Comp Plan this past year as well as NYRCRP public 
meetings and surveys through the Long Beach Listens webpage. The CAC is a diverse group of local 
community leaders. The Concerned Citizens of North Park working with Harvard, Hofstra and Erase 
Racism had also conducted additional planning that was incorporated into the CP and was well 
received. Planning and support for the revitalization of this area goes back decades. The CAC can 
also be the DRI Planning Committee and the Department of Economic Development and Planning is 
positioned with the experience to act as the local lead for the program.    
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8) Other. Provide any other information you feel would be relevant to help this committee to make an 

informed decision to nominate this downtown for a DRI award.  

The City’s initiatives undertaken have been in line with the LIREDC vision and have been touched on 
throughout this application including the identification/development of the innovation district and 
rebuilding/expanding transportation infrastructure to incorporate resiliency, Complete Streets and 
to improve accessibility (i.e. downtown bike lanes, grant funded). Partnering with St. Joseph’s 
College and the Workforce Development Institute to assist the City’s hospitality sector and help 
connect local employees with various skill levels/wages and employers through training. The City is 
overcoming historical racism through the North Park Initiative where inclusivity is being pursued and 
collaborative efforts/services are tackling the issues.  

 

9) Identify. Current infrastructure challenges or other impediments facing downtown development 
initiatives. 
 
Aging sewer and water infrastructure; outdated building and zoning codes; absent and uninformed 
building/landowners; limited parking; limited space availability on barrier island; limited resources 
of local muncipality; inefficient transportation infrastructure/ traffic congestion; 
stormwater/flooding; groundwater limitations; rebuilding process from Superstorm Sandy 
continues; language barriers (1st municipality to implement language access policy for new 
americans); need for an expanded tax base, job diversity, arts and more year round residents. 
 

10) Describe. How an existing downtown master plan (if it exists) could coordinate and optimize 
available resources through a revitalization initiative. 
 
The current state funded draft Comprehensive Plan and Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
(expected to be complete by the end of 2016) has considered the existing conditions of Long Beach, 
captured public sentiment about future development through extensive public outreach and 
outlined resilient opportunities Post-Sandy for the defined area complete with conceptual images 
backed by an initial economic analysis. This foundation of information and action items outlined 
with associated funding resources can be used as a catalyst for the next phase that will positon the 
City to issue an RFQ for the developable properties.  
 




















