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DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE – LIREDC 

Due on Friday, May 20, 2016 to LIREDC@esd.ny.gov  

 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Municipality Name: Incorporated Village of Lindenhurst 

Downtown Name: Lindenhurst Downtown 

County: Suffolk 

Downtown Description - Provide an overview of the downtown and summarize the rationale behind 
nominating this downtown for a Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) award): 

Over the past several years, the Village of Lindenhurst (VOL) has taken numerous steps towards 
implementing a revitalization of our downtown. The Village has invested in multiple streetscape and 
infrastructure improvements, establishing a Business Improvement District and an Economic 
Development Committee, working with the Chamber of Commerce, acquiring property for additional 
municipal parking and sponsoring numerous community events. Currently underway is development of 
a major transit-oriented housing project, new restaurants soon to open and expansion of existing 
performing arts venues. The DRI would greatly enhance our efforts to further implement our vision for 
Long Island’s newest exciting downtown. 

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the criteria set forth in the DRI Guidelines.  

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted 
neighborhood, keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the 
neighborhood should be compact and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional 
downtown or central business district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe 
for investment.     
 
The Village of Lindenhurst identifies its downtown by two major roads; Wellwood Avenue running 
north and south and Hoffman Avenue running east and west. The boundaries are Ithaca Street at 
North Wellwood Avenue, Irving Avenue at South Wellwood Avenue, 5th Street at East Hoffman 
Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue at West Hoffman Avenue. The downtown also encompasses 
Village Park to the northeast, the historic 1901 Railroad Depot and Freight house to the southwest, 
Lindenhurst’s first over 55 housing to the northwest and Village Hall to the south. Within this 
downtown are multiple properties and opportunities ripe for redevelopment for housing, small 
business, restaurants and community activities.  
 
Attach color map clearly identifying areas within the defined downtown. 
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2) Size. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a vibrant, 
year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing, or increasing, 
population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown.   
Describe how investments in your downtown could positively impact surrounding communities. 
 
The largest village by population in Suffolk County and fourth largest in New York State, Lindenhurst 
is generally a middle class and diverse community. The downtown is centrally located in the VOL and 
the Town of Babylon, accessible and convenient to many surrounding communities, just east of the 
Nassau/Suffolk border. There is direct access to the LIRR and the Suffolk County Transit Bus System. 
Sunrise (NY27) and Montauk Highways (NY27A) and Suffolk County Route 12 transect the Village. 
Southern State Parkway is five minutes north. Republic Airport is ten minutes away and LI 
MacArthur Airport is twenty-five minutes away. Our location makes us uniquely situated for the 
next great downtown revitalization.  
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3) Past Investments & Future Investment Potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to 
capitalize on prior, and catalyze future, private and public investment in the neighborhood and its 
surrounding areas.  
 
Recent investments in the downtown include numerous streetscape improvements, a new 
Volunteer Fire Department Main House, Village Museum and acquiring property for municipal 
parking. Prior Suffolk County funding has been utilized for parking and streetscape projects. A 
Business Improvement District and an Economic Development Committee were established to 
improve the downtown. Additionally, the Village has been working to revitalize under-utilized 
properties. In response, commitments for transit-oriented housing and three new restaurants have 
been received. The potential for additional housing will encourage more businesses to relocate to 
Lindenhurst’s downtown, in turn, supporting a growing, younger and more diverse workforce 
population. 
 
Leveraged Resources:  Public   $368,000.00  Private   $0.00 
Prior NYS Funding/REDC Funding:  Amount $250,000.00   
Please identify use(s) of prior funding NYS Red Grant 200,000 S.Wellwood Ave. Road 
Improvements and 50,000 for fire department equipment 
 

4) Job Growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close proximity to, the 
downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support redevelopment, and 
make growth sustainable in the long-term.  
 
The relocation of the Suffolk County Second District Court to the downtown has brought with it new 
professionals, including lawyers and court personnel. In the past year, a medical training school was 
established in a former convent bringing students and teaching staff to the downtown. The close 
proximity to public transportation makes Lindenhurst a desirable location for working professionals. 
The planned transit-oriented housing development will also appeal to young professionals, 
providing easy walkable access to the LIRR and multiple amenities in the downtown. 

5) Attractiveness of the Downtown. Identify the properties or characteristics the downtown 
possesses that contribute or could contribute, if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 
downtown. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, housing at 
different levels of affordability and type, healthy and affordable food markets, walkability and 
bikeability, and public parks and gathering spaces.  
 
Our downtown is safe and walkable, with access to public buses, the LIRR and municipal parking. 
The Village Square provides open green space and a venue for events. New to the Square is a 
historic theme mural. The Village Museum is on Wellwood Avenue, the historic 1901 Railroad Depot 
three short blocks to the west and the Village Park a five minute walk to the east. The sidewalks 
have flower plantings and a “Tree Dedication” program. Lindenhurst has been designated a “Tree 
City USA” for 32 consecutive years, the longest on Long Island. There are many multi-use buildings, 
generally with retail at ground level and residential on the second story. Established neighborhoods 
surround the downtown, all within walking or bike riding distance. 
 

6) Policies to Enhance Quality of Life. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and 
quality of life of the downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, 
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complete streets plans, or transit-oriented development. If policies achieving this goal are not 
currently in place, describe the ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  
 
The Village Square has become a popular open green space and hosts numerous events in the 
downtown. The downtown supports arts and entertainment activities including the Babylon Citizens 
Council on the Arts Performing Center, Studio Theatre, free outdoor summer concerts, street fairs, 
various parades, and partners with special activities such as the Wounded Warrior Race. Transit-
oriented housing across from the LIRR station will increase viability of the downtown with 
convenient access to both the downtown and the railroad. Our downtown has great capacity and 
potential for further positive changes and a better quality of life. As a village government, 
Lindenhurst controls its ability to implement any necessary policy changes. 

7) Local Support. Set forth the local and community support that exists for the revitalization of this 
downtown and the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to building and 
implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work 
with outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  
 
The VOL Board of Trustees is committed to the long-term redevelopment and revitalization of our 
downtown. The Board has established a Business Improvement District, a Downtown Economic 
Development Committee, and has worked with the Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Babylon 
Industrial Development Agency, Suffolk County Department of Economic Development and the 
Suffolk County Industrial Development Agency. Numerous private individuals and companies 
continue to invest in property and projects in the community. They are realizing the Village’s 
commitment to the downtown and joining in supporting our long range plan. The Lindenhurst 
Economic Development Committee will be the initial lead agency for the Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative. 
 

8) Other. Provide any other information you feel would be relevant to help this committee to make an 
informed decision to nominate this downtown for a DRI award.  

Lindenhurst is a community ripe for redevelopment. The Board of Trustees is committed to the 
vision of a new downtown and has worked hard to lay the foundation for a major revitalization 
effort. Federal and State grants have been utilized for many projects such as decorative street 
lighting, median malls and traffic calming. Infrastructure improvements have included sidewalks 
improvements, tree plantings, memorial tree program and parking enhancements. After Hurricane 
Sandy, federal HUD community revitalization funding includes an investment in the downtown. The 
Great South Bay, mere minutes from the downtown, is a major community asset that revitalization 
will be able to take advantage of. Lindenhurst is eager and ready for this challenge. 

 

9) Identify. Current infrastructure challenges or other impediments facing downtown development 
initiatives. 
 
Three immediate issues create challenges to further downtown development. The downtown is 
divided by the overhead viaduct of the LIRR that runs east and west throughout the Village of 
Lindenhurst. More needs to be done to connect the two halves and create a more unified 
downtown.  Approximately 50% of the structures in the downtown are single story. Many could be 
redeveloped into multi-story structures to meet housing needs, professional services or arts and 
cultural opportunities. The downtown business district is also dominated with overhead utilities and 
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telephone poles. The placement of utilities underground would be a major improvement to the 
visual streetscape of the downtown. These are difficult, but not insurmountable challenges.  
 

10) Describe. How an existing downtown master plan (if it exists) could coordinate and optimize 
available resources through a revitalization initiative. 
 
Lindenhurst does not have a current downtown master plan. The Village has recently worked with 
the Suffolk County IDA and Regional Plan Association to develop conceptual visions and ideas for our 
downtown, incorporating current community assets and projects under review. In addition, a 2015 
Downtown Business District Analysis was prepared by the Suffolk County Planning Department and 
a Lindenhurst Economic Development Committee survey, which generated nearly 800 responses 
from residents, business and property owners has been completed and presented to the Village. 
These reports are providing baseline data and community input to help create the vision, which may 
include a master plan, for a new and vastly improved Lindenhurst Downtown. 
 


