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Project Name

Greater Jamaica

Project Description
Create a shared workspace for local entrepreneurs and independent professionals at the Moda
Building, run by Greater Jamaica Development Corp. A 10,000 square foot space centrally located in
the DRI will be fully built out to provide affordable, flexible workspace and access to business

Award

Development Corporation [equipment and services to startups, freelancers, and others. In total, the space will accommodate up 1,650,000
Co-Working Space to 90 users, and will be operated by GIDC in partnership with York College, which is a START-UP NY
campus.
Strengthen Jamaica’s broadband infrastructure to support the delivery of high-speed service to
Bring High-Speed emstlrlg businesses and the p.ubllc. Th.e !:)rOJect will brldge. two gap.s in the coermt pat.hway s.o that
Broadband to Downtown |"€W lines can be run to Jamaica, providing needed capacity, allowing for the installation of fixed 2,655,000
Jamaica wireless hubs to support Wi-Fi based broadband connectivity and a broadband market.
Create a public space around the Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) underpass at 159th Street - the key
Conversion of Archer  |pedestrian gateway between York College and Downtown Jamaica. Improvements will include
Archways - 159th Street |oyerhead lighting, public art, seating, and event space. The space would be designed to allow for 1,500,000
into a Public Space vendors to set up temporary stalls for commercial use.
Transform Jamaica Center into an inviting Downtown gateway with a major expansion of pedestrian
space and lighting and streetscape improvements. Enhance pedestrian space on Parsons Boulevard
Downtown Jamaica between Jamaica and Archer avenues. The city will fund initial work to temporarily expand
Gateway Improvements |Pedestrian sidewalk space resulting in a venue for enhanced public programming, later using DRI 2,500,000
funds to reconstruct the street to make pedestrian improvements and streetscape elements
permanent.
Improve dining options and nightlife activity in the Downtown by establishing a Restaurant Startup
Fund and establishing incubator space for new food businesses at the Jamaica Market. More dining
options will attract and retain residents and workers. These funds will provide fully outfitted
Fund for Dining Options |dedicated restaurant space and funding for fit-out and equipment in order to defray high industry 1.000.000
Downtown startup costs. Four stalls will be provided at the Jamaica Market and a fund will be formed to support
restaurant operators seeking to expand or open a new space downtown.
Expand Prime Skills, an entrepreneurship training program that helps low-income Jamaica residents
launch or grow businesses. Project will support two additional program cohorts, expand mentorship
Prime Skills and support to previous program graduates, and provide a fund to purchase equipment for program 230,000
Entrepreneurship Fund |graduates. This workforce development program will allow the local community to participate in the !
economic growth of the DRI.
Enhance Thomas A. Edison Career and Technical Education High School’s nationally recognized Career
and Technical Education (CTE) programs. This project would provide funds for new equipment and
Career Prep at Edison High software that will enable the CTE programs to stay on the leading edge and ensure graduates are job- 165.000

School

ready for employment in the tech, design and health care sectors - growth industries in downtown
Jamaica. Availability of a qualified workforce will support continued growth of these industries.
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