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One day I over heard a student say: ”Common Core, don’t you know that’s bad?” I went 
over and asked him why he thought that about CC?  He replied matter-of-factly, “Don’t 
you watch the news Mrs. Rourke?” 
 
I was shocked and knew without the struggle of researching new curriculums supporting 
CCS, implementing them in my teaching and sharing with parents; steady gains would 
be impossible.  
 
The true intent of CCS is to “level the playing field” for all students in our country no 
matter what school, what district or what state they live in.  Utilizing CCS to guide my 
instruction ensures that all my students are getting the best education they deserve.   
 
Common Core Standards are not tests - are not curriculum - they are the common 
standards across each grade level that ensures each student will be globally 
competitive. 
 
I have witnessed a “shift” in my teaching and my students as they question, ask for 
more sharing time to finish an issue, growing their passion and confident they have a 
strong voice.  One example, of many, is a resistant student who just did not write.  
When Isaiah was angry about not being able to wear a Halloween Costume to school 
he had a complete melt down.  When I suggested he write an essay to share his point 
of view with our principal he responded; “I can do that?”  Here was my in.  I was sure I 
could get a passionate 5-paragraph essay with 3 pieces of evidence.  Isaiah researched 
articles on his issue and talked with classmates sharing thoughts and suggestions.  
Isaiah was deep into writing a full two-page college-ruled argument letter.  His letter 
included a clearly defined claim supported with two pieces of evidence and one piece of 
contrary evidence with a conclusion restating his claim and even giving an idea of how 
to fix the con presented. Isaiah insisted on rewriting his letter in his best handwriting and 
to personally read his letter to the principal ~in front of his classmates.  Here was a 
struggling student, who, when given the bar raised high and the support he needed - 
flourished.   
 
I pushed Isaiah hard to reach for those high standards.  Would I have pushed so hard 
before the CCS?  Probably not. Not only does the CCS inspire me to aim high for my 
students but also it pushes me to aim higher as a teacher.  Each day I see confident 
students.  I experience students, whom I have renamed, “Scholars” who do not accept 
what I teach without respectful discussion and questioning.  Is it louder in my 
classroom?  Yes.  Are my scholars engaged?  Yes. Empowered? Yes.  Am I a better 
teacher who can go deeper because of the CCS?  Yes.   
 
We need to remember at this time, that great education is the struggle in itself. 
 



BTW:  Isaiah and the rest of his school attended an after school Halloween Event with 
or without costumes the following year.  Isaiah’s smile was the biggest ~right after mine! 
 


