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Downtown Revitalization Initiative 

Application Template 

Applications for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant 

responses for each section should be as complete and succinct as possible. Applications must be received by the 

Long Island Regional Economic Development Council by 4:00 PM on June 14, 2017.  Submit your application as a 

Word Document to LIREDC@esd.ny.gov.  

BASIC INFORMATION 

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Long Island 

Municipality Name:  Town of Babylon, Wyandanch School District 

Downtown Name:  Wyandanch Downtown Central Business District 

County:  Suffolk 

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown revitalization. 

The Town of Babylon’s vision for downtown revitalization as developed by the Town of Babylon and set 

forth and reported in its “Final Revitalization Plan”, is focused on removing blight removal in strategic areas 

and incorporates several foundational components that are essential to revitalization, consisting of 

sustainability, housing, design improvements, jobs, among others.  In addition, the plan also sought to 

address issues which hinder revitalization such as land use and re-development of the core business area 

along Straight Path. There have been improvements in a newly carved out enclave zoned for mixed-use, 

development on the South-Side is vital and desired by the Community in order for Wyandanch to realize 

more rapid, extensive economic growth. 

Justification. Provide an overview of the downtown, highlighting the area’s defining characteristics and the 

reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) 

investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization.      

Historically, Wyandanch’s downtown area known to residents as “the village”, consisted of retail and 

storefront space along straight path beginning South of the LIRR tracks and running primarily to Jamaica 

Avenue and Straight Path.  The LIRR track was a defining point and landmark for the community, and as 

underscored in recent years since the onset of Wyandanch Rising, it’s largest and valuable asset.  The 

Downtown area South of the LIRR Station is ready for Downtown Revitalization because much of the space 

has already been acquired by the Town/County through Eminent Domain and other negotiations, and other 

occupied space is in need of design development, improvements to the façade(s), or possible 

redevelopment based on relocation.   

Investment into the Southside Business District would bring about revitalization and spur economic growth 

in several different ways, including spur tourism and increase the number of local visitors by creating a new 

environment for recreation, dining, and shopping, as well as create access and enjoyment to  natural 

resources which are underutilized and unaccessible. 

mailto:LIREDC@esd.ny.gov
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DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the DRI as set 

forth in the DRI program description.  

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, 

keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be 

concentrated and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business 

district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that 

clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood.     

The Boundaries of the Targeted neighborhood are: Straight Path South of Long Island Avenue to Patton 

Avenue;  Long Island Avenue from Straight Path to Elk Street;  Parcels east of Brook Avenue and South of 

Grand Blvd. ; East of Birch Ave behind Wyandanch Park. 

 

 

2) Catchment area. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a 

vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing or increasing 

population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown destination.   

The Downtown catchment area is a sizeable area to support a vibrant downtown year-round, because once 

developed, the retail space is a feeder area to the rail with commercial traffic to and from the rail and with 

new residents in the “Wyandanch Village Apartments” being able to access the area easily walking or by car. 

3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to capitalize on 

prior or catalyze future private and public investment in the neighborhood and its surrounding areas.  

The area will be able to capitalize on the public/private partnership and public resources supporting 

“Wyandanch Village” in that improvements to the downtown area under this nomination would be linked 

and tied into the new construction by the creation of new pedestrian walkways, waterways, clearing of 

brush and environmental remediation, will create additional easier points to transportation and the 

community, including enhancing the enjoyment of natural resources in surrounding communities. 

 

4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close 

proximity to, the downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support 

redevelopment, and make growth sustainable in the long-term.  

Job growth is an important component to Wyandanch’s revitalization.  Being close to the LIRR will facilitate 

and attract bringing qualified professions in various industries, including but not limited to, start-up business 

in the tech, life sciences and other sciences, financial, retail, hospitality, and the arts, and the development 

of anchor institutions in these industries will support redevelopment. 



 
2017 DRI Application                                                                                                                                                 3 | P a g e  
 

 

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the downtown 

possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 

downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 

background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 

different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 

parks and gathering spaces.  

This area not only encompasses the business district along straight path, but the area behind Geiger Park, 

including the Carll’s River another valuable asset.  Remediation and the clean-up of the Carll’s River to create 

a bikeable, walkable path in close proximity to the spray park and future catering facility, with commercial 

and tourist viability, as well has health and wellness, hospitality, and outdoor anchors will be more attractive 

to visitors and the community. 

 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 

downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 

complete streets plans, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 

downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 

ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

Currently the Police Department and the Town of Babylon continue to address the issue of crime and quality 

of life.  The Greater Wyandanch Chamber of Commerce in its policy agenda advocates for a safe, secure 

business environment for businesses to operate;  there are now two local banks in the community which 

provide business training and lending;  the TOB has also demolish blighted abandoned homes that cause 

further decay to the neighborhood; Weed and Seed, Resource Center and the Chamber of Commerce are 

two organizations among many who meet to discuss development issues aside from the private organization 

that is involved in some of the recent development, but a Central Business District structure that is branded, 

i.e. Times Square Alliance in NYC would likely benefit this South side/Carll’s River Revitalization Project. 

 

7) Support for the local vision. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to 

support the DRI application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of 

downtown revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 

implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 

outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  

The Town of Babylon has previously discussed and set forth a plan to revitalize the Carll’s River area to 

create a from Geiger to Belmont Lake and community leader have been advocating for development of the 

South side of Wyandanch.  There is commitment from community leaders in the civic groups and the 

Greater Wyandanch Chamber of Commerce to develop and implement a strategic plan.  As the Town of 

Babylon and the County have included much of the substance of this project in their original plan, there is a 

belief that local elected officials would be supportive. 
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8) Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above, including a range of 

transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI funds within the first 

one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which may leverage DRI 

funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic development, 

transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should have 

demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local Planning 

Committee and the State. Explain how the majority of projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 

readiness for implementation. 

Because much of the development of this project is based upon water quality and creating a better waste 

management infrastructure, the fact that the main lain sewer project is complete will enable construction 

and further study along the Carll’s River to take place. 

 

9) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 

initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts.  

This initiative would be a collaborate effort with local and municipal organizations.  The Town, County, as 

well as the Chamber of Commerce president has extensive experience in procurement and oversight of 

contracts. 

 

10) Other. Provide any other information that informed the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award.  

This project would benefit from public investment focused on water treatment, management, and 

environmental remediation.  In addition, the project would further enhance utilization of the new 

development supported by previous public investment. 

 

 

*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood. (See item 1.)    

 


