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New York 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) & Smart Growth Community Fund 

 
Application Template 

Applications will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant responses for each section should be 
as complete and succinct as possible. Applications must be received by the Western NY Regional 
Economic Development Council by 4:00 PM on June 14, 2017.  Submit your application as a Word 
Document to NYS-WNY-REDC@esd.ny.gov.  
 
BASIC INFORMATION 
Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Western New York 

Municipality Name:  Village of Williamsville 

Downtown Name: Williamsville Main Street Corridor 

County: Erie 

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown 
revitalization. 

The vision for the Village of Williamsville downtown is one of inclusive diversity, in which the best 
elements of the Village’s rich historical, cultural and natural heritage are conserved and sensitively 
enhanced for the benefit of residents and visitors alike. Williamsville’s “future” builds upon its 
“present”, as a unique and historic place and an integral part of the surrounding Town of Amherst 
and Erie County region. The vision for the Village’s future is to enhance its unique character by 
building upon its defining characteristics: Main Street and its economy, diverse neighborhoods, and 
the overall physical/natural setting. The vision specifically focuses on the economic vitality along 
Main Street and its surrounding environs, which both benefit from the presence of civic institutions 
and historic and cultural assets that are located at its crossroads with Ellicott Creek. The vision for 
this area is about business, government and residents working together to promote economic 
prosperity while protecting valued quality of life and the unique character of the area. It’s about 
capitalizing on the positive effects of coordinated public and private investments that are evident 
along the Main Street corridor, and the continued promise of future investments that will shape and 
improve the Village as a key destination to work, shop, play and live. 
 

Justification. Provide an overview of the downtown, highlighting the area’s defining characteristics and 
the reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
(DRI) investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization.      

The historic Village of Williamsville occupies a unique position within the Buffalo-Niagara 
metropolitan area. Within easy commuting distance to Buffalo, regional shopping and transportation 
infrastructure, including the Buffalo-Niagara International Airport, the Village is an attractive place 
to visit, live, and do business. The Village of Williamsville has a dynamic business district along the 
Main Street corridor that services surrounding neighborhoods, as well as the surrounding Town of 
Amherst and areas beyond. The Village contains a variety of historic, community, and natural 
resources that provide diversity and enjoyment to the community. However, over time, modern 
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lifestyle and land use trends have weakened the Village fabric and the very character and qualities 
that make Williamsville special. In particular, the demands of the automobile and transportation 
patterns have had a serious impact on the community. As traffic on Main Street has increased, 
improvements, such as road widening and the addition of turning lanes, were made to avoid 
complete gridlock. These changes, however, have come at a cost to pedestrians, local businesses and 
community character. With the existence of suburban malls and big box retail developments in the 
surrounding area, the Village of Williamsville, more than ever, represents a niche market where 
historic village charm, a mix of land uses, walkability and uniqueness are its chief competitive 
advantages. Hence, in recognition of adverse changes as well as the characteristics that make 
Williamsville the distinct and remarkable place that it is, the Village has been actively involved in 
downtown revitalization efforts, which started with the adoption of a Williamsville Community Plan 
in 2010. Efforts since then have been focused on implementing the community-supported 
recommendations contained in that Plan and subsequent planning efforts. This includes the Picture 
Main Street Plan and Main Street Market Corridor Study (both completed in 2013) to achieve the 
vision for the protection of community character, historic preservation, improved economic 
investment, maintenance of the mix of land uses to keep the village vital, and public realm 
improvements that included a complete streets policy to address traffic and pedestrian safety issues. 
Strategic investments have included the restoration of the Williamsville Watermill and its surround 
district, which is one of the most significant and historic locations in the community. The successful 
Mill restoration project and the subsequent implementation of a green infrastructure project along 
adjoining Spring Street have revitalized this area of the downtown as the Village Square focus area, 
and incentivized the establishment of new businesses in the area, as recommended and supported by 
the guidance set forth in the aforementioned community plans and studies. All of these efforts have 
been, and continue to be, broadly supported by the community. But, the work is not done, and the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) award would help the Village to implement catalytic 
projects designed to improve and incentivize continued and necessary economic development, 
building upon the accomplishments achieved since the adoption of the 2010 Community Plan. 
Through continued targeted investments at appropriate locations in the community, as advocated by 
the REDC and the community plans, the Village is determined to strengthen its unique position 
within the Buffalo-Niagara Metropolitan area. The goal of securing this DRI is to foster further 
economic growth, capture a portion of the region’s growing tourism sector, improve local 
prosperity and quality of life, remain a walkability community with good mix of land uses, and 
maintain the Village’s significant sense of place. 
 

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the 
DRI as set forth in the DRI program description.  

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, 

keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be 

concentrated and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business 

district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that 

clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood.     
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The Village of Williamsville downtown neighborhood and business district extends from Interstate 
290 on the west to Youngs Road (CR 324) on the east (Map 1), encompassing the Main Street 
corridor and the side streets and neighborhoods that are located adjacent to Main Street. This 
includes two focus areas in the Village identified as the South Long Street neighborhood and the 
Spring Street/Main Street area (Village Square). These areas offers numerous opportunities for 
community revitalization, historic preservation and economic development, including mixed use 
projects. The South Long Street neighborhood also offers possibilities for future redevelopment of 
industrial properties and the improvement of Long Street Park. Additionally, long standing 
institutions in the community are located within the boundary, including the Erie Community 
College North Campus, Williamsville South High School, and several public parks accent the area, 
as well as Damien College to the west (just outside of the DRI boundary). In particular, the 
downtown district boundary includes the Village Core-Civic Area, as identified in the 2010 Village 
of Williamsville Community Plan (Maps 2 and 3). This core area encompasses municipal uses, the 
historic Williamsville Mill and Spring Street district, and the area of businesses along Glen Avenue, 
where the Village is proposing a key catalytic project. The DRI funding would help the Village to 
identify or establish a Local Development Corporation to advance economic development in the 
Village. The restoration of the historic E. Spring Street brewery building into the “Village Hub” will 
create space for a grocery co-op, artist and maker space to live, work, and sell their goods, and 
incorporate a brewery use to recreate the history of the building.  
 

2) Catchment area. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a 

vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing or increasing 

population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown destination.   

The downtown district boundary area, which is the two-mile stretch of Main Street (NY State Route 
5) located between Interstate 290 and Youngs Road, is the commercial and civic center of both the 
Village of Williamsville and the surrounding Town of Amherst. The boundary area includes the 
Village Core-Civic Area, which comprises the heart of the Village, where parks, the historic mill 
district, and public institutions all come together. This area is the walkable downtown and 
community business and service center that provides easy access to the library and other government 
buildings, parks, shops and services, which support the surrounding submarket. The 2013 Main 
Street Corridor Market Study describes the Village of Williamsville submarket, which extends just 
beyond the Village boundary area, as the area that includes all those living within a five to ten-
minute drive of the center of the Village. Residents in this submarket area use the services available 
to them in the Village of Williamsville downtown area as their primary market for everyday 
shopping and their primary market for groceries, gas, and basic services like salon appointments, 
dining, and auto care, as well as government services and support. Therefore, the boundary area 
described for this application is demonstrative of a catchment area that supports vibrant, year-round 
activity and is in easy reach of the surrounding population who use the Village as their “primary 
downtown”. 
 

3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to capitalize on 

prior or catalyze future private and public investment in the neighborhood and its surrounding areas.  
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Over the past decade the Village has seen investment by way of a small number of developments 
that enhanced economic activity, including the Hampton Inn and Suites, the Walgreens retail center 
and a few other smaller redevelopment projects along Main Street. Since the adoption of the 
Community Plan and the Picture Main Street Plan, new projects have been undertaken to improve 
the vitality of the Village and address market needs, including the newly constructed Lymestone 
Lofts mixed use project, which offers office, retail and residential space (located on Main Street at 
Hirshfield Drive); the Residences at the Mosey and Wyndham Garden Hotel complex (located at 
Main Street and South Forest), which is a mixed use building that offers retail, office, hotel and 
residential space; and the Hyatt Hotel and office/retail complex, located on Main Street adjacent to 
Interstate 290. Natale Development has approximately 120 housing units, both high-end rentals and 
owner occupied townhomes, in the development pipeline for the South Long neighborhood. 
Additionally, smaller projects are underway along Main Street that will provide additional mixed use 
opportunities for office, retail and residential use. These projects are in keeping with the goals of the 
Village’s planning initiatives. There are additional locations, as noted in the 2013 Main Street 
Market Study, where future investment can be made within the Village of Williamsville boundary 
area that would benefit the community by way of new employment opportunities, services and 
housing. From a public relations perspective, the Village of Williamsville has a great story to tell – 
but the objections to locating, doing business or shopping in the Village are the obvious ones: traffic, 
parking and walkability. As previously noted in this application, the Village has been proactively 
attacking these issues through a number of forward-thinking initiatives, some of which have been 
completed, and others underway, with more planned, and it continues to build significant 
momentum. Additionally, the Village is planning to establish a public trolley service that would 
provide an alternative mode of transport throughout the boundary area, and beyond, enabling 
students from Damien College (to the west) and Erie Community College North campus (to the 
east), among others, to safely and easily access the businesses and services available in the Village. 
Adding this multi-modal option is a key part of the Village’s strategy for revitalizing the area. 
Waterfront access for canoeing and kayaking on Ellicott Creek is also proposed from Island Park, 
expanding public recreation activities that provide public benefit and enhance the appeal of the 
downtown. Finally, the catalyst project identified in this DRI award, if funded by the WNY REDC, 
will help to change the conversation for Village Core - Civic Area in the downtown. While prior 
efforts have helped to revitalize the Village Square focus area and are planned for the revitalization 
of the South Long Street focus area, this project will create a tremendous opportunity for yet another 
focus area in the Village that will not only strengthen the existing business environment and create 
jobs, but attract the types of new offerings that will help to make the Village, as a whole, more 
diverse and attractive to its target audiences.  

 

4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close 

proximity to, the downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support 

redevelopment, and make growth sustainable in the long-term.  
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The Village of Williamsville is located within the Town of Amherst. There are a number of existing 
and expanding businesses and industries in the Town, surrounding the Village, including 
professional and technology parks and medical offices and facilities. Just outside the Village and the 
DRI boundary area, there are nine office, technology and professional parks that employ hundreds of 
people and offer opportunities for expansion, as well as a number of diverse jobs opportunities. In 
additional to job creation, the Village of Williamsville is a draw and these facilities have a direct 
economic impact on the downtown, whether for shopping and other retail activity, dining, relaxation 
or as a place for employees to reside. The Amherst Industrial Development Agency (IDA) has also 
designated older portions of the boundary area as Redevelopment Zones (Enhancement Areas) 
wherein the IDA is working with the Town, Village and others (including the Williamsville Business 
Association) to make improvements to rejuvenate and cultivate investment interest. The areas in 
Williamsville, which have been profiled for aid and assistance, include the area located between 
Richfield Drive and Youngs Road (to the east) and Union Road and Interstate 290 (to the west). 
Eligible projects in these areas can take advantage of IDA incentive programs for tax exemptions. 
Redevelopment in these areas would directly benefit the Village and the downtown. Additionally, 
there are locations within the Village where new development can occur in the form of mixed use 
buildings with office, retail and residential space. Ten potential redevelopment sites are identified in 
the 2013 Main Street Corridor Market Study report that offer opportunities for construction of new 
or renovated commercial and mixed use space that could create new employment opportunities and 
residential space within the DRI boundary area; one of which is already being redeveloped. The 
Market Study indicated that the strength of the Williamsville market makes many of these sites 
attractive for redevelopment. In addition, the proposed redevelopment of the historic brewery 
building on West Spring Street in the Village Core-Civic Area will also create usable space for 
commercial activity and jobs. The industrial parks and office buildings lying outside the Village are 
accessible to the Village and Main Street by public transportation. Certain locations are within 
walking distance of Main Street, as well. In general, the Village of Williamsville is ideally located in 
an area that provides sustainable support for long-term economic prosperity in the community, 
which is strongly supported by the Village’s numerous planning efforts. 
 

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the downtown 

possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 

downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 

background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 

different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 

parks and gathering spaces.  

Within the Buffalo-Niagara metropolitan region, the Village of Williamsville offers living, business 
and shopping opportunities for residents, workers and visitors in an historic setting that reflects its 
heritage and role in the renewal of Western New York. The Village is defined by its natural 
resources, places of commerce, open spaces and civic activity. The Village environment is built to a 
human scale and includes a natural waterfront area, a vibrant and walkable business district, many 
historic buildings and preserved assets, comfortable spaces for public gathering and civic 
celebration, attractive neighborhoods, and a network of parks and open spaces. A high quality of 
design is reflected in the Village’s built environment, especially along the defining Main Street 
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corridor, along adjacent side streets and at gateway entrances. All of these resources and 
characteristics contribute to the attractiveness and livability of the Williamsville downtown area. The 
addition of the public trolley and waterfront access on Ellicott Creek (noted above) will also 
contribute to the attractiveness of the area. The business district includes a mix of uses to 
accommodate the needs of residents, workers and visitors.  These include residential structures, 
offices, retail establishments, food markets (including a farmers market at the Williamsville Mill), a 
variety of places for dining, personal service shops and passive public gathering spots, all of which 
are accessible by bicycle or foot, and all adding diversity and appeal to the area.  Housing in and 
around the downtown includes single-family homes, condominiums and apartments, with varying 
price and affordability options to address the needs of variety of persons. Additionally, the Village 
has room to grow and renew itself, enabling the creation of new locations for commerce and living, 
as well as jobs, as evidenced by the proposed “Village Hub” project that will include a grocery 
cooperative, artist space and the brewery itself. There are a number of select sites that are ripe for 
development with mixed uses to provide additional office, retail and residential space. In addition, it 
should also be noted that the Village of Williamsville and the Business Association sponsor a variety 
of activities for residents and visitors throughout the year that enhance the attractiveness and 
livability of the area. These events occur in local parks, at the Williamsville Meeting House (another 
historic site located in the Village Core-Civic Area), and at various locations along Main Street. 
Events include concerts and musical performances, block parties, movie nights, festivals, and 
seasonal activities. All of these activities help to enhance the attractiveness and quality of life of the 
area, strengthen the sense of place, and benefit the local business community. The Village of 
Williamsville’s existing resources and characteristics, combined with the opportunities for new 
development and economic activity, make the Village of Williamsville an excellent candidate for a 
DRI award. 
 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 

downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 

complete streets plans, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 

downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 

ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

The Village of Williamsville’s 2010 Community Plan recognizes the community’s desire to maintain 
its historic character, provide for enhanced walkability, and support a vibrant economic and 
neighborhood environment. The traditional community character presented within the Village is of 
paramount importance to the provision of these elements. Furthermore, the Village recognizes the 
Main Street corridor as a major gateway, a retail and service destination of local and regional 
significance, and the driving force of the Village’s identity. Therefore, after the adoption of the 2010 
Community Plan, the Village implemented a number of efforts to update its zoning and develop 
planning principles that support smart and sustainable growth. The Picture Main Street Plan lends 
strong focus on the need for public realm improvements on Main Street to address walkability, 
context sensitive design, traffic calming and streetscaping to improve the quality of life along the 
Main Street corridor and enhance overall activity in the Village downtown, including the core-civic 
area. This Plan essentially outlines the Villages complete street policy. This was followed by the 
adoption of Historic Landmark Design Standards aimed at protecting the resources of historic 
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significance in the Village and that are a part of the community’s sense of place, including the 
Watermill complex. Thereafter, upgrades to the Zoning Code were undertaken to include new mixed 
use zoning for the Main Street corridor. The new districts include the Mixed Use District, which 
provides specific regulations and guidance for new development and rehabilitation projects within 
the Village’s Main Street corridor, including the Village Hub project area. The focus would be on 
appropriately scaled and designed multi-story structures with pedestrian elements and landscaping, 
among other things. Additionally, a Neighborhood Mixed Use District conveys the important role 
that well-designed, publicly accessible open spaces play in creating and organizing high quality 
higher density residential neighborhoods. Such spaces, be they a park or simply a well-designed 
Village street that invites the public to stroll its length, can ensure that higher density housing is 
sensitively knitted to the larger fabric of the Village. Receipt of the DRI grant and renovation and 
creation of the Village Hub will increase quality of life by providing walkable amenities to residents. 
Additionally, it will provide economic activity for the region, create jobs, incubate retail to fill 
vacancies, and create a destination and event space so that the Village has the capacity to become a 
destination for tourists from near and far.   
 

7) Support for the local vision. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to 

support the DRI application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of 

downtown revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 

implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 

outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  

The Village of Williamsville adopted a Comprehensive Plan in April of 2010. The development of 
this plan included broad based public participation. That plan established a firm vision to guide 
future development in the community and provided the foundation for all that the Village has 
accomplished in terms of community revitalization to date.  The Vision for Williamsville that was 
developed through the planning process for the Community Plan is one of inclusive diversity, in 
which the best elements of the Village’s rich historical, cultural, and natural heritage have been 
conserved and sensitively enhanced for the benefit of residents and visitors alike. The residents of 
Williamsville worked in cooperation to construct this vision to represent their collective future. This 
Vision was developed as the result of a varied public input process and represents both a rationale 
and series of guiding principles to ensure that future planning moves the Village forward in a 
direction its residents are willing to take. Two years after the adoption of the Community Plan and 
the development of the vision for the future, the Village began working on a more detailed plan for 
Main Street – “Picture Main Street”. In strong support of this effort, the Village Board of Trustees 
adopted a project charter and put into place a massive 48 person Committee that included a Steering 
Committee, four working groups and an audit group.  The Steering Committee was comprised of 10 
individuals, with the entirety of the Village Board represented on this Committee, alongside 
residents and business leaders. Representatives from the NYSDOT and the Williamsville Business 
Association attended every meeting. The planning process was overseen by the Steering Committee, 
with input from the working groups, and included extensive community participation and 
collaboration by way of public meetings, “tactical urbanism” street and block parties, web postings, 
village-wide mailings and stakeholder input.  This public outreach process was very comprehensive 
and no area of the community was excluded or underserved.  Since the completion of the Picture 
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Main Street Plan, the Village has continued keeping the public informed on progress in the 
community, with regular mailings and website updates that describe ongoing projects and proposed 
actions. The public outreach process has demonstrated that Village residents and businesses 
recognize the relationship between an attractive, well maintained streetscape and a competitive 
business environment. Village residents clearly indicated that they value the historic character of 
Main Street and the mix of uses that are the hallmarks of a vibrant village center. This same level of 
support would be provided for the development of the Village Hub project as a part of the DRI 
award.  This will allow the Village to continue to make improvements that are supported by the 
community. Furthermore, in shaping its future, the Village of Williamsville is ever cognizant of its 
place within the Town of Amherst and Western New York. The Village and Town are partners in 
mutually supportive endeavors to manage growth, promote economic development, and provide 
facilities and services for residents. With this said, the local lead for the program, who will work 
with the outside experts to convene the local DRI Planning Committee, will be Brian Kulpa, Village 
of Williamsville Mayor, in cooperation with Maggie Hamilton, the Village of Williamsville Director 
of Community Development. 

 
8) Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above, including a range of 

transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI funds within the first 

one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which may leverage DRI 

funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic development, 

transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should have 

demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local Planning 

Committee and the State. Explain how the majority of projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 

readiness for implementation. 

A Destination: a former brewery building, dating back to the 1830s, 34 W. Spring Street is 18,000 
square feet of potential. Retail in America is changing, and our small town Main Streets must 
prepare. The proposed West Spring Street project ties the Village’s existing economic development 
projects together, and provides an anchor for activity adjacent to our Village’s Main Street in the 
Village core. With the Village thriving after years planning and implementation of projects that 
promote walkability and growth, the Village Hub on East Spring Street and surrounding public space 
will foster creativity and growth and will attract more visitors and tourists to the Village.  A Local 
Development Corporation, with a mission to foster and balance economic and community growth, 
would purchase and renovate 34 & 42 W. Spring Street and 115 Glen Avenue. West Spring and 
Grove Street would be rebuilt in the same fashion as E. Spring Street- the aforementioned project the 
Village just completed. In a similar fashion, it will process the storm water running down the 
escarpment from Main Street and parking lots before it reaches our watershed. The new street will 
have sidewalks, planters, parking, and capture storm-water. The 18,000 SF building at 34 W. Spring, 
the residential house at 115 Glen, and half-acre site at 42 W. Spring would be purchased by an LDC. 
A letter from the current property owner acknowledging his intent to sell to the Village or a Local 
Development Corporation (LDC) is attached to this application. The Village already has the 
knowledge required to establish the LDC, because that was one of the options explored one the Mill 
was restored. The property will then be renovated to accommodate the following: Co-Operative 
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Grocery Store: A group of motivated Village residents have already begun the process of launching 
a yet-to-be- named co-operative retail grocery store. They are in aware of and in support of this 
location, should the Village be awarded the DRI. This co-operative grocery will anchor the hub, and 
open onto Spring Street. According to Stronger Together Co-Ops, 38% of revenue from a co-
operative market is spent locally, compared to 24% for a conventional grocery. A walkable, fresh 
food option is critical for Village residents. Artist and small business incubation: A market and open, 
flexible work space will take up the upper level in the building, allowing for 25 small businesses to 
launch in a shared, collaborative space. This space could also be used for conferences and events. A 
regional art- focused nonprofit, such as the Buffalo Arts Studio (which has expressed preliminary 
interest in the attached letter) could be identified to partner as a manager or curator of the space. 
Additionally, the residential house and detached garage located at 115 Glen Avenue may be used to 
house artists in residence. Culinary users, including a brewery to honor the building’s history, could 
occupy the first floor and basement space, inviting people to dine in and tour the large, historic 
tunnels under the building that stored ice for the original Williamsville Brewery and subsequent Erie 
County Co-Operative Brewing Company. Culinary incubation and brewing will attract visitors, 
create diverse jobs, and have a positive economic impact on the area. Attached to this application are 
photos, renderings, letters of support, and a cost estimate.  

 

9) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 

initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts.  

The Village Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer (Lynda Juul), who is currently responsible for the day-to-
day accounting functions for the Village, will manage this initiative, including contract and grant 
administration. She has held this position for nearly 10 years and has successfully administered a 
number of prior grants awarded to the Village. The Village has yet to retain consultants for this 
project, however, upon notification of funding, the Village is prepared to begin the next steps for 
project implementation. Ms. Juul will be responsible for overseeing all aspects of consultant work 
efforts, such as consultant selection, project bidding, and construction, as they relate to the 
management of the project and administration of the grant award.   
The Department of Public Works Crew Chief Benjamin Vilonen, RLA, is responsible for day-to-day 
operations at the Department of Public Works, which includes maintenance of streets, storm and 
sanitary sewers, parks, street trees, buildings, and general projects management in the Village. 
Projects executed under Mr. Vilonen’s oversight and management include the East Spring Street 
Green Infrastructure project, the Safe Routes to School installation of a mile of sidewalks, and the 
planting of 500 street trees in two and a half years. Mr. Vilonen will oversee design development, 
contract documents, and construction operations.  
 

10) Other. Provide any other information that informed the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award.  

The Village of Williamsville is strongly committed to community revitalization and economic 
development and has undertaken a number of efforts and initiatives since the adoption of their 
Community Plan in 2010. These transformative efforts include the preparation of the Picture Main 
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Street Plan and the Main Street Corridor Market Study in 2013, and the successful awards of 
numerous grants and funding assistance to undertaken projects identified in those plans. For 
example, the Village secured substantial funding to undertake renovations to the historic 
Williamsville Water Mill complex, which is the focal point of the Village Square area. Village 
Square is one of the key locations for redevelopment and revitalization in the community. They 
received funding through DASNY via Senator Michael Ranzenhofer, NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) and a Green Innovation Grant Program NYS Environmental 
Facilities Corporation (EFC) to implement green infrastructure and other public realm improvements 
on Spring Street; this project is nearing completion. Additional EFC funding was secured for a 
similar green infrastructure project on South Long Street.  Significant funding is also being provided 
through a Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant award for beautification improvements 
along Main Street, as outlined in the Picture Main Street Plan. Investment in a public trolley system 
and waterfront access to Ellicott Creek are also examples of the efforts being made to achieve the 
Village’s vision for the future. The bottom line is that the Downtown Revitalization Initiative award 
would enable the Village to continue its progress and undertake additional efforts that are directly 
linked with their desire and vision for improved economic prosperity and quality of life, helping to 
maintain Williamsville’s position as a vibrant and unique place in the Buffalo-Niagara Metropolitan 
region and to meet REDC goals and objectives. 
 
 

 

*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood. (See item 1.)    

 


























