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Western New York 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) & Smart Growth Community Fund 

 

Application Template 

Applications will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant responses for each section should be as 

complete and succinct as possible. Applications must be received by the Western NY Regional Economic 

Development Council by 4:00 PM on June 14, 2017.  Submit your application as a Word Document to NYS-WNY-

REDC@esd.ny.gov.  

BASIC INFORMATION 

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Western New York 

Municipality Name:  Sinclairville 

Downtown Name:  Main Street 

County:  Chautauqua 

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown revitalization. 

We have nearly completed a new municipal water system and sidewalks are being replaced.  Our Main 

street has a fallen down building and two dilapidated buildings on 1.7 acres next to the library and across 

from the firehall and a store that are the heart of the village.  Our main focus is to obtain this property, clean 

it up and use the property for a much needed addition to the library and build a municipal parking lot for the 

use of all.  The area also includes 3 buildings that housed a hardware store, drug store and restaurant.  

Investors would like to rehab these buildings and reopen them.  The remaining structures on Main street are 

a museum building built in 1845, a small mobile home park, a modern post office, 6 residences and a 

warehouse building. 

Justification. Provide an overview of the downtown, highlighting the area’s defining characteristics and the 

reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) 

investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization.      

The Village has been on the decline for many years, partly due to poor business plans for closed businesses.  

Family Dollar has recently purchased a successful restaurant property on the outskirts of the village to build 

a new store.  This opens up the need for a new restaurant.  The store and deli are constantly busy despite 

recent expansions.  The village has minimal parking when events are held at the firehall.  Our library, built in 

2000, has outgrown the building due to the heavy use by area citizens.  A Main street revitalization would 

bring jobs and revitalization to the village. 

 

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the DRI as set 

forth in the DRI program description.  
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1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, 

keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be 

concentrated and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business 

district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that 

clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood.     

Our downtown is a 3 block area of Main Street that reaches from Sinclair drive to Lester and Park streets. 

 

2) Catchment area. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a 

vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing or increasing 

population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown destination.   

The downtown area serves a radius of 10 miles for the store, deli and gasoline pumps.  The library serves all 

of Charlotte and Gerry towns.  The fire hall is used by Meals on Wheels, senior citizens and hosts meeting, 

parties and weekly bingo games. 

3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to capitalize on 

prior or catalyze future private and public investment in the neighborhood and its surrounding areas.  

Revitalizing the downtown will bring in additional business and building usage.  The increase will increase 

employment to handle the increased traffic.  Education will benefit from the expanded library and all will 

benefit from additional parking. 

 

4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close 

proximity to, the downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support 

redevelopment, and make growth sustainable in the long-term.  

People with good paying jobs invest in the community and in their housing. 

 

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the downtown 

possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 

downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 

background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 

different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 

parks and gathering spaces.  

The cleaning up of the derelict properties and remodeling and reopening the closed business properties will 

result in increased business and employment.  The nearby park area will be utilized by all of those coming 

into the village.  The village has plenty of sidewalks and bikers are often seen within the village. 

 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 

downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 
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complete streets plans, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 

downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 

ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

The downtown area is covered by modern zoning rules.  We have never had an issue with discrimination for 

race, age or any other issue.  The village board could pass laws, if necessary, to enforce these rules. 

 

7) Support for the local vision. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to 

support the DRI application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of 

downtown revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 

implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 

outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  

This revitalization plan is being brought forward by the Sinclairville Free Library board in conjunction with 

the Village of Sinclairville and the Town of Charlotte boards.  William Newton is president of the library 

board and James Kianos is Mayor of the village.  Application completed by Larry Barmore, Phone 716-665-

1261. 

 

8) Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above, including a range of 

transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI funds within the first 

one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which may leverage DRI 

funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic development, 

transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should have 

demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local Planning 

Committee and the State. Explain how the majority of projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 

readiness for implementation. 

We are ready at anytime we have funding to acquire the property and complete clean-up, then build an 

addition to the library.  Once the clean-up is complete we are ready to build the community parking lot.  

Addition funds would be used to improve the appearance of the other buildings along main street. 

 

9) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 

initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts.  

Administration has the immediate ability to administer this project. 

 

10) Other. Provide any other information that informed the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award.  

Governor Cuomo’s WNY representative, Lori Cornell, recommended application for this funding. 
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*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood. (See item 1.)    



 


