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Downtown Revitalization Initiative 

Application Template 

Applications for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant 

responses for each section should be as complete and succinct as possible. Applications must be received by the 

Long Island Regional Economic Development Council by 4:00 PM on June 14, 2017.  Submit your application as a 

Word Document to LIREDC@esd.ny.gov.  

BASIC INFORMATION 

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Long Island Region 

Municipality Name:  Incorporated Village of Lindenhurst  

Downtown Name:  Lindenhurst Downtown 

County:  Suffolk 

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown revitalization. 

The Village of Lindenhurst has a vision to create a family friendly walkable downtown that has a focus on 

transit-oriented development to attract a built in consumer base for our downtown.  

Justification. Provide an overview of the downtown, highlighting the area’s defining characteristics and the 

reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) 

investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization.      

The Village currently has a fairly walkable downtown with a growing number of restaurants and attractions. 

Recently, the Village Square Park, located in the heart of our downtown, has become host to a weekly 

farmers market, weekly free summer concert series and other community events. In terms of development, 

the Village is looking to implement a change to local law that would foster economic growth and activity by 

means of housing developments, while preserving suburban quality of life for existing residents. This local 

law, known of Downtown Revitalization District, will attract not only new residents and developers with an 

assortment of housing options, but will also attract new restaurants, specialty shops, etc. The Long Island 

Railroad station is located right in the middle of the specified downtown area, which connects several other 

communities from across Long Island via rail transit to our downtown. 

 

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the DRI as set 

forth in the DRI program description.  

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, 

keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be 

concentrated and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business 
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district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that 

clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood.     

The Village of Lindenhurst identifies its downtown by two major roads; Wellwood Avenue running north and 

south and Hoffman Avenue running east and west. The boundaries are Ithaca Street at North Wellwood 

Avenue, Irving Avenue at South Wellwood Avenue, 5th Street at East Hoffman Avenue and Pennsylvania 

Avenue at West Hoffman Avenue. The downtown also encompasses Village Park to the northeast, the 

historic 1901 Railroad Depot and Freight house to the southwest, Lindenhurst’s first over 55 housing to the 

northwest and Village Hall to the south. Within this downtown are multiple properties and opportunities 

ripe for redevelopment for housing, small business, restaurants and community activities.  

 

 

2) Catchment area. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a 

vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing or increasing 

population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown destination.   
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The largest village by population in Suffolk County and fourth largest in New York State, Lindenhurst is 

generally a middle class and diverse community. The downtown is centrally located in the VOL and the Town 

of Babylon, accessible and convenient to many surrounding communities, just east of the Nassau/Suffolk 

border. There is direct access to the LIRR and the Suffolk County Transit Bus System. Sunrise (NY27) and 

Montauk Highways (NY27A) and Suffolk County Route 12 transect the Village. Southern State Parkway is five 

minutes north. Republic Airport is ten minutes away and LI MacArthur Airport is twenty-five minutes away. 

Our location makes us uniquely situated for the next great downtown revitalization. The proposed housing 

development that will be situated directly across from the LIRR station will bring an influx of residents living 

directly in the Village’s downtown. 

3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to capitalize on 

prior or catalyze future private and public investment in the neighborhood and its surrounding areas.  

Recent investments in the downtown include numerous streetscape improvements, a new Volunteer Fire 

Department Main House, Village Museum and acquiring property for municipal parking. Prior Suffolk County 

funding has been utilized for parking and streetscape projects. A Business Improvement District and an 

Economic Development Committee were established to improve the downtown. Additionally, the Village 

has been working to revitalize under-utilized properties. In response, commitments for transit-oriented 

housing and in the last year, three new restaurants have began construction in the Village. The potential for 

additional housing will encourage more businesses to relocate to Lindenhurst’s downtown, in turn, 

supporting a growing, younger and more diverse workforce population. 

 

4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close 

proximity to, the downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support 

redevelopment, and make growth sustainable in the long-term.  

The relocation of the Suffolk County Second District Court to the downtown has brought with it new 

professionals, including lawyers and court personnel. In the past year, a medical training school was 

established in a former convent bringing students and teaching staff to the downtown. The close proximity 

to public transportation makes Lindenhurst a desirable location for working professionals. The planned 

transit-oriented housing development will also appeal to young professionals, providing easy walkable 

access to the LIRR and multiple amenities in the downtown. 

 

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the downtown 

possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 

downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 

background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 

different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 

parks and gathering spaces.  

Our downtown is safe and walkable, with access to public buses, the LIRR and municipal parking. The Village 

Square provides open green space and a venue for events. New to the Square is a historic theme mural. The 
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Village Museum is on Wellwood Avenue, the historic 1901 Railroad Depot three short blocks to the west and 

the Village Park a five minute walk to the east. The sidewalks have flower plantings and a “Tree Dedication” 

program. Lindenhurst has been designated a “Tree City USA” for 32 consecutive years, the longest on Long 

Island. There are many multi-use buildings, generally with retail at ground level and residential on the 

second story. Established neighborhoods surround the downtown, all within walking or bike riding distance. 

 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 

downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 

complete streets plans, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 

downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 

ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

The Village Square has become a popular open green space and hosts numerous events in the downtown. 

The downtown supports arts and entertainment activities including the Babylon Citizens Council on the Arts 

Performing Center, Studio Theatre, free outdoor summer concerts, street fairs, farmers market, and 

partners with special activities such as the Wounded Warrior Race. The Village Square, located in the heart 

of the downtown, has also become host to a weekly farmers market from the beginning of June through the 

end of October. Transit-oriented housing across from the LIRR station will increase viability of the downtown 

with convenient access to both the downtown and the railroad. Our downtown has great capacity and 

potential for further positive changes and a better quality of life. As a village government, Lindenhurst 

controls its ability to implement any necessary policy changes. Most recently, the Village has held two public 

hearings for a local law that would create a floating zone to allow for the development of multi-family 

residences in the downtown area. The Village Board plans to vote on the local law at the next Village Board 

meeting in June 2017. 

 

7) Support for the local vision. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to 

support the DRI application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of 

downtown revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 

implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 

outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  

The VOL Board of Trustees is committed to the long-term redevelopment and revitalization of our 

downtown. The Board has established a Business Improvement District, a Downtown Economic 

Development Committee, and has worked with the Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Babylon Industrial 

Development Agency, Suffolk County Department of Economic Development and the Suffolk County 

Industrial Development Agency. Numerous private individuals and companies continue to invest in property 

and projects in the community. They are realizing the Village’s commitment to the downtown and joining in 

supporting our long range plan. The Lindenhurst Economic Development Committee will be the initial lead 

agency for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative. 
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8) Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above, including a range of 

transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI funds within the first 

one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which may leverage DRI 

funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic development, 

transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should have 

demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local Planning 

Committee and the State. Explain how the majority of projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 

readiness for implementation. 

The Village aims to use DRI funds primarily to create a comprehensive master plan, which would include 

mixed use buildings, additional municipal parking, restaurants, retail businesses, etc. The Village has recently 

received $200,000 from Suffolk County to develop plans to create a more walkable and economically viable 

downtown. DRI funding would be used to implement plans made through the use of Suffolk County money 

such as building more parking including behind store parking, reevaluating the setup of existing diagonal 

parking and creating walkways between stores connecting behind store parking to Wellwood Avenue. The 

Regional Plan Association (RPA) completed a study on the Village of Lindenhurst’s Downtown in 2016 and 

suggested a creek walk from Feller’s Pond Park to the proposed Tritec project location. DRI funding would 

be used to beautify the area surrounding the creek and create a walkway that would connect surrounding 

park area to the downtown. The money received from Suffolk County and suggestions from the RPA report 

are resources that Village has available to further its revitalization efforts. 

 

9) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 

initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts.  

The Village of Lindenhurst currently has the administrative capacity to manage this initiative and does not 

foresee this becoming an issue. 

 

10) Other. Provide any other information that informed the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award.  

Three immediate issues create challenges to further downtown development. The downtown is divided by 

the overhead viaduct of the LIRR that runs east and west throughout the Village of Lindenhurst. More needs 

to be done to connect the two halves and create a more unified downtown.  Approximately 50% of the 

structures in the downtown are single story. Many could be redeveloped into multi-story structures to meet 

housing needs, professional services or arts and cultural opportunities. The downtown business district is 

also dominated with overhead utilities and telephone poles. The placement of utilities underground would 

be a major improvement to the visual streetscape of the downtown. These are difficult, but not 

insurmountable challenges. 

 

 

*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood. (See item 1.)    


