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 APPLICATION 

Applications for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant 

responses for each section should be as complete and succinct as possible. Applications should be submitted as 

Word documents and must be received by the appropriate Regional Council by 4:00 PM on June 1, 2018 at the 

email address provided at the end of this application. Application guidance is provided in the Downtown 

Revitalization Initiative Guidebook found on the DRI website at www.ny.gov/dri.   

BASIC INFORMATION 

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Capital Region 

Municipality Name:  Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 

Downtown Name:  Main Street 

County Name:  Rensselaer 

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown revitalization. 

The vision of a vibrant downtown in the Village of Castleton-

on-Hudson includes facilities such as a kayak rental kiosk and 

launch, a dock and a tour boat (perhaps the Dutch Apple), 

stopping at Riverfront Park; a diverse variety of restaurants 

on Main Street; the W. Curtis Noyes Engine House as a 

cultural site and destination; a small assortment of retailers 

appropriate to the waterfront locale; crosswalks, sidewalks, 

new lighting, and new water infrastructure; amenities at 

Schermerhorn Park; a renovated Village Hall that allows 

access to disabled people; and a Main Street bustling with residents and visitors. The pre-requisite for this 

tantalizing vision for downtown promoted by this DRI proposal is public access to Riverfront Park and the 

Hudson River at Scott Avenue and North Main Street. This is not an unrealistic dream. In their 2018 Estuary-

funded study of Hudson River access, the Rensselaer Land Trust designated Riverfront Park in the Village of 

Castleton-on-Hudson as one of 17 high priority sites (out of 44 total) for river access and selected it as one of 

three for an architectural rendering. 

 

JUSTIFICATION 

Provide an overview of the downtown area nominated for the DRI program, highlighting the area’s defining 

characteristics and the reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization 

Initiative (DRI) investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization. 

http://www.ny.gov/dri
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The Village of Castleton-on-Hudson is showing signs of renewal. Community involvement has never been higher, 

Main Street buildings are being renovated, new events are routinely hosted, and there is excitement about the 

Village in the catchment area. As the third DRI application from the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson, it seems 

unkind to bore you by repeating essentially the same information from DRI I and II. A totally new approach led 

by a consultant or grant writer would be equally pointless. There is a simple reason for this: Without public 

access to the Hudson River and Riverfront Park, it is disingenuous to argue that new sidewalks, crosswalks and 

lighting, renovated buildings and innovative start-up small businesses would be worth the investment. NYSDOT 

may as well completely close off the Scott Avenue and North Main Street grade-level crossing and allow Amtrak 

to accelerate beyond the 106+ MPH they clocked during the May 17, 2018 pedestrian accident, in their elusive 

quest to arrive on time. Castleton-on-Hudson can continue to steadily decline until it is a ghost town. Initiatives 

such as the Castleton-on-Hudson Farmers and Artisans Market and Main Street Association’s Main Street Day 

will be tried, and for a few years there will be enthusiasm and hope. Investors may occasionally take risks, and 

some small businesses will be opened. But none of these efforts will thrive long-term, with legal public access to 

the Village’s lifeblood – the Hudson River – denied. Still, the DRI will be annually revised and submitted, because 

it is the only available source of both enough funding and State-level political will that can make the Village’s 

deserved river access a reality. 

 

DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the DRI as set 

forth in the Downtown Revitalization Initiative Guidebook.  

1) Boundaries of the proposed DRI area. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, keeping in 

mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be concentrated and 

well-defined. Neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business district are eligible, if they 

can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that clearly delineates the area to 

be included in the downtown revitalization area. 

The boundaries of the downtown neighborhood are North 
Main Street to the Village line, South Main Street to the 
Village line, First Street, Second Street, lower Stimpson 
Avenue (west of Second street), lower Green Avenue 
(west of Second Street), lower Scott Avenue (west of First 
Street), and lower Seaman Avenue (west of First Street). 
The entire Village of Castleton-on-Hudson is .8 of a square 
mile, and the downtown stretch of North and South Main 
Streets, from the northern Village border to the southern 
Village line, is .8 of a mile in length. The most densely built 
part of Main Street, from Scott to Stimpson Avenues on 
South Main Street, is a distance of .3 of a mile. 
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2) Description of catchment area. Outline why the proposed DRI area, or its catchment area, is of a size 

sufficient to support a vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable 

existing or increasing population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown 

destination.   

In its Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan (1995), Castleton-on-Hudson is 
described as “a compact urban setting with a mixture of residential types, 
businesses, industries and community facilities” (p. II-3). It is the closest 
downtown for residents of the Towns of Schodack and Stuyvesant, as well 
as for parts of the Town of East Greenbush, the Hayes Road area in 
particular. An estimate of the proportion of East Greenbush’s population 
that lives closer to Castleton-on-Hudson than Rensselaer is 25 percent. 
East Greenbush is a town that has seen population increases in recent 
decades. 
 
Considering the Village’s proximity to downtown Albany (10 miles), its 
geographical location on the Hudson River, its significance to both 
indigenous and Colonial history, and that its downtown is urban 
surrounded by pristine rural rather than suburban sprawl, it has the 
potential to routinely draw visitors from all over the Capital Region and 

Hudson Valley, and to be (at least) a regional tourist destination. The urban feel and naturally beautiful 
surroundings mean it also has the potential to be a highly desirable location for year-round residents. In 
fact, the community’s undeniable charms spark people who visit to want to move to the Village, regardless 
of the obvious challenges of the downtown business district. 
 
The population of the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson is stable and has not changed much over the years. 
However, Schodack Central is a Blue-Ribbon School, and the Village’s water and wastewater infrastructure 
make Castleton-on-Hudson, the location of the elementary school, stand out. Contractors are increasingly 
seeking permits so they can build, and growth in population is anticipated. 
 

The current Village population: 1,473; the population 
of the hamlet of Schodack Landing: 923; the 
population of the Town of Schodack, minus the Village 
of Castleton-on-Hudson and the hamlet of Schodack 
Landing: 12,794 – 1,473 – 923 = 10,398; the population 
of the Town of Stuyvesant: 2,027; the population of 
the Town of East Greenbush: 16,473 (2010, US 
Census). A quarter of East Greenbush’s population is 
3,618. So, the total catchment area for the Village of 
Castleton-on-Hudson’s Main Street is 18,439 (1,473 + 
923 + 10,398 + 2,027 + 3,618). This is of a sufficient 
size to support a vibrant year-round downtown. 
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3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this DRI area will be able to capitalize on 

prior private and public investment, or catalyze future investments in the neighborhood and its surrounding 

areas. 

As of 2018, new private investors are active on Main Street. 1 South Main 
Street (the former Stewart’s) was renovated and since February 2017 has 
been “The Store.”  66 South Main Street was restored and is residential 
apartments. 30 South Main Street opened on April 21 as The Castleton Diner. 
50 South Main Street is being renovated and will become a laundromat and 
self-storage. 14 South Main Street, the former Mahar’s, was purchased at a 
county tax auction and is currently being renovated.  
 

Also, in 2018, Rensselaer County transferred 2 Green Avenue, a vacant lot next door to the W. Curtis Noyes 
Engine House, to the Village, rather than selling it at a county tax auction. It was assessed for $17,000. 
 
In 2017, the Village was awarded $1,363,547 for a Water Infrastructure Improvement Act grant. The funds 
will be used as 25% of the total cost for improving the wastewater treatment plant. The remainder 
($4,136,453) will be financed with NYSEFC. 
 
Also, in 2017, the Village received a “Trees for Tribs” grant from the Estuary program of NYSDEC. 150 trees 
were planted by volunteers along the Vlockie Kill in Schermerhorn Park. 
 
Since April 2016, the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson has received an annual donation of seeds worth 
approximately $400 from High Mowing Organic Seeds for the community garden.  In 2018, the Village spent 
$1,000 for advertising in The Advertiser and Our Towne to promote the Farmers and Artisans Market.  
 

In 2016, Healthy Brands Collective from Connecticut purchased IBT Hamilton property for an undisclosed 
sum. It was initially listed on the market for $1.3M. The plant is located at the northern border of the Village 
on North Main Street. The plant had been vacant since the book printer closed in 2015. Hamilton employed 
160 workers when producing at maximum capacity. The new business operates under the name Hudson 
River Foods and has renovated the existing 100,000 square-foot building and plans to build another 40,000 
square-foot building. Capitalizing on the growing trend for healthy and organic foods, this is an innovative 
business with tremendous growth potential. They participated in the Start-Up NY program through Hudson 
Valley Community College. The initial phase has reportedly provided 80 new jobs at the facility.    

 
In 2015, the Village received $7,500 from NYSDEC for a sanitary sewer system inflow and infiltration study. 
The funds were used to pay Barton & Loguidice DPC. $3,750 was the cash match, and $3,750 was an in-kind 
match. This was an initial step in seeking funding to upgrade the Village infrastructure.  
 
In 2010, the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson received a $250,000 commitment from the NYS Strategic 
Investment Program for Riverfront Park. Unfortunately, since the Village did not have access to the park 
property, the money could not be used, so it was never collected. 
 
In 2003, the Village received an $8,500 Legislative member item, administered by NYSDOS to make the 
Village Hall ADA compliant. It was determined that it was not enough money for an elevator, and so in 2016, 
it was used for a security system for the Village Clerk’s office. 
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In the 1990s, NYSDOT paid $267,000 for the former Hudson Marine Sales and transferred it to the Village to 
make the future Riverfront Park. A few years later, NYSEPF awarded Castleton-on-Hudson $33,000, also for 
Riverfront Park. 

 
4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within or near the DRI 

area will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support redevelopment, and make growth 

sustainable in the long-term. 

Within the Village, The Store and the Castleton Diner have opened. Each provides jobs for a handful of 

residents, and the initial phase of business at Hudson River Foods has reportedly created 80 positions.  

In June 2018, the Rensselaer County Chamber of Commerce highlighted the Village in its newsletter to raise 

the profile of Castleton-on-Hudson and attract new business to Main Street.  

On Route 9 in Schodack, which is part of the Village’s catchment area, a developer has approached the 

town, seeking to build a million-plus square-foot warehouse that will employ 1,200 workers. The Village’s 

planned wastewater treatment plant upgrade is more than adequate to handle the warehouse, and some 

workers would undoubtedly choose to live within the Village.  

The new County Executive Steve McLaughlin has recently been advocating for the University at Albany’s East 

Campus in East Greenbush to be the new home for Wadsworth Lab. This is also part of the Village’s 

catchment area and is a short commute from Main Street. 

The proposed DRI plan will bring about new jobs by providing opportunities for tourism and recreation. 
Additional shopping, dining and retail on Main Street will provide incentives for entrepreneurial activity and 
job creation. The Castleton-on-Hudson Farmers and Artisans Market (COHFAM) has introduced new vendors 
to the Village, and there is potential for one of the vacant commercial spaces to serve as an incubator 
location, drawing on COHFAM. 
 

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the DRI area 

possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 

downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 

background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 

different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 

parks and gathering spaces. 

The Main Street area of the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson is a compact downtown that is easily walkable. It 
offers stunning views of the Hudson River; a charming Village Hall that also houses the Castleton Public 
Library; a post office; Prins Agency Insurance; Grant’s Auto Repair; and The Village Inn, a friendly local pub. 
There are multi-family houses, containing both upscale apartments, as well as inexpensive flats.  
 
There are vacant storefronts that could house new businesses, and some vacant lots that could be used for 
parking and/or future construction. The Anchor Food Pantry, located at the Riverside Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing at the north end of the Village, and Schermerhorn Park, at the south end of the 
Village, are Main Street’s two bookends. 
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Up the hill from Main Street are streets lined with beautiful, economical Craftsman bungalow, foursquare, 
temple and shotgun houses dating from the early 20th Century. The Village is home to two churches, one 
Roman Catholic on Stimpson Avenue and one Lutheran on Green Avenue, and the Castleton K-6 Elementary 
School, a Blue-Ribbon School, on Scott Avenue. Castleton Kids offers well-regarded after school and summer 
programs, both Boy and Girl Scouts troops are active in the Village, and the volunteer fire company has 
healthy membership. There are two peaceful and picturesque cemeteries where people and dogs often 
walk, Mountain View on Scott Avenue, and Sacred Heart on Catholic Way (off Stimpson Avenue). 
 
Across from the Castleton Fire Company on lower Green Avenue, the Village owns a historic building in the 
DRI area that once served as an engine house. It is in need of renovation, but it could be used eventually as a 
museum or other public cultural space.  
 
Starting in 2016, the Castleton-on-Hudson Community Garden and Castleton-on-Hudson Farmers and 
Artisans Market have been located on Main Street, and in April 2018, the Main Street Association founded 
the Main Street Mile, a 1-mile walk intended to promote health, build community, and bring people to Main 
Street. 
 
The Store, located at the former Stewart’s Shop, opened in February 2017, returning much-needed groceries 
to Main Street. The Store sells fresh produce as well as convenience items and prepared foods. The 
Castleton Diner, opened in April 2018, has quickly become a favorite gathering place. 
 
The entire Village is served by both Time Warner Cable and Verizon broadband internet, and cell service 
from Verizon is stable, with few or no dead spots. 
 
The attractiveness of the DRI area would be greatly enhanced by Riverfront Park and the Hudson River 
becoming legally and safely accessible to the public. Castleton-on-Hudson could become one of the most 
desirable communities in the Capital Region by taking advantage of its greatest asset. 
 
 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 

downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 

complete streets plan, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 

downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 

ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

In 1995, the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson and Town of Schodack adopted a Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Plan. In 2016, new members were appointed to the LWRP committee to represent the Village, and the Town of 
Schodack is currently seeking to fill its seats on the LWRP committee. 

The Village has a Downtown Historic District, with special zoning laws pertaining to Main Street appearance and 
development. One law that was passed in recent years prohibits converting Main Street storefronts into 
apartments, and another restricts building on the village’s steepest slopes. Village Code is enforced by an officer 
who continuously monitors building facades, litter, snow removal from sidewalks, grass mowing and zombie 
properties, and the Village attorney routinely takes habitual violators to town court for non-compliance. 
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Over the years, various efforts at planning have been attempted, and reports have been written. “A Village 
Walk” (1977) documents the history of many structures on Main Street. In 2000, “The Land and the River” was 
presented to the Federal Coordinating Committee of the Hudson River. More recently, in 2015, an addendum 
was written to the Comprehensive Plan (2005), and at that same time a survey about Main Street was piloted. 
Then, the 2016 and 2017 DRIs were created and have served to illustrate a new vision. 

Schermerhorn Park is part of the Rensselaer Land Trust, and in May 2018, in their Estuary-funded study, the 
Rensselaer Land Trust featured Riverfront Park as a top location for Hudson River access, and a sketch was 
included. 

In 1995, Warren Halliday, acting commissioner of NYSOPRHP, created a plan for accessing Riverfront Park, and in 
2009, NYSDOT created plans for the Scott Avenue and North Main Street pedestrian tunnel, bridge and grade 
separation options.  

In Spring 2017, a new non-governmental organization known as Castleton-on-Hudson Main Street Association 
started with membership from the Village and its catchment area. 

A 2014 Landmark consulting report estimated the cost of renovations to the Village Hall to be $750,000. In 

preparation for the 2017 CFA, an application was prepared last summer to place the building on the September 

2017 agenda for consideration to be listed on the State (and eventual National) Registry of Historic Places. 

Unfortunately, staff at NYSOPRHP responded that they were too busy to include it for many years, and there 

was no urgency since CFA funding was unlikely. 

7) Public Support. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to develop the DRI 

application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of downtown 

revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 

implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 

outside experts to convene a DRI Local Planning Committee to oversee the plan.   

Everything proposed in this DRI application is enthusiastically supported by residents of the Village and its 

catchment area, but there is one element that is desired beyond all others: Access to Riverfront Park. Every 

proprietor of a Castleton-on-Hudson business and all Main Street building owners express this wish daily, as 

being essential for their success. Discussions with the Main Street Association about river access, events, 

improvements and grants, including the DRI, have been continuous. Starting in August 2017, signatures have 

been collected on a petition demanding access to Riverfront Park. The number of signers is now at ~450. The 

Village’s Facebook page was started in April 2016, and as of this writing, has 1,750 followers. A pilot survey 

in 2015 found that residents favor The Hudson River and Village History as themes for Main Street. 

Partial List of Supporters: 
 
Dan Amodeo, Volunteer Electrical Repairer, Repair Cafe 
Marianne Carner, Trustee, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 
Jeanne Casatelli, Landowner, Southern portion of Campbell Island 
Suzanne Cecala, LWRP Committee Member 
Scott Dobson, Owner, The Castleton Diner, 30 South Main Street 
Nathan Hans, President, Castleton-on-Hudson Main Street Association 
Dave Harris, Supervisor, Town of Schodack 
Rachel Kerner, Chair, Castleton-on-Hudson Farmers and Artisans Market 
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Andrew M. Klein, Owner, 2 North Main Street; Managing Member, Castleton Office Center LLC 
Bob Loveridge, Rensselaer County Legislature District Four - Towns of Sand Lake, Schodack, and Nassau 
Sharon Martin, Trustee, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 
Jan Posnanski, Owner, The Village Inn, 100 South Main Street 
Jenifer Pratico, Trustee, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 
Donna Ratner, Co-owner Hudson River Foods 
Kim Schlosser, Chair, Castleton-on-Hudson Community Garden 
Jeff Swartz, Owner, The Hill restaurant, 133 Scott Avenue (opening Summer 2018) 
 
Leads:  
Robert Schmidt, Mayor, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 
Gina Giuliano, Trustee, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson 

 
Organizations: 
The Castleton-on-Hudson Main Street Association 
The Hudson River Greenway 
The Rensselaer Land Trust 
Riverkeeper 

Project List to Demonstrate Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above by 

providing a list of transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI 

funds within the first one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which 

may leverage DRI funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic 

development, transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should 

have demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local 

Planning Committee and the State. Explain how most projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 

readiness for implementation. 

Project Without DRI Funding Additional Initiatives with DRI 

1) Scott Avenue & North 
Main Street 

 River Access 

 Riverfront Park  
 

 Advocate for Open the Gate 

 Clean Ups by DPW & 
Volunteers 

 Update LWRP to include as 
priority 

 CFA Submission, if match 
can be secured & access is 
granted 

 Magnetic Gates for 
safe, cost-effective, 
attractive access 

 Rensselaer Land 
Trust Plan for park 

2) 2 & 4 Green Avenue 

 Noyes Engine House  
 

 AARP Community Challenge 
grant for 2 Green Avenue 
submitted (empty lot next 
door to Engine House) 

 Clean Up and Host Repair 
Café (downstairs in good 
weather) 

 

 Complete 
Restoration as Public 
Community Space 
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Project Without DRI Funding Additional Initiatives with DRI 

3) Infrastructure 

 Water Mains 
(throughout Village) 

 Crosswalks, new 
sidewalks, new lighting, 
benches, planters, trash 
receptacles (for DRI 
area) 

 

 Seek EPF, EFC, Federal 
funding 

 Volunteer projects 

 Ask NYSDOT to conduct 
crosswalk study 
 

 Replace water mains 
in Village (some date 
to 1897) 

 Drill another well 

 Crosswalks, new 
sidewalks, new 
lighting, benches, 
planters, trash 
receptacles 

 

4) 85 South Main Street 

 Village Hall 
 Paint exterior 

 Seek to get building on State 
Registry 

 Restoration of 
building 

 Make upstairs ADA 
compliant (elevator 
addition) 

5) Brickyard Road 

 Schermerhorn Park 
 Trees for Tribs grant 

 Volunteer Clean Ups 

 Hiking trails 

 Construct pavilion, 
parking area, add 
tables etc. and Host 
Taste NY Events 

6) Marketing 

 Empty Buildings on 
Main Street 

 Work with Chamber of 
Commerce 

 Create materials, 
advertise, host 
events 

 

1) River Access & Riverfront Park, Scott Avenue & North Main Street:  The centerpiece of this DRI is 

access to the Hudson River and Riverfront Park. The Rensselaer Land Trust, in their 2018 Rensselaer 

County Hudson River access study, classified access to and development of the park in the highest 

priority category and one of three county sites where formal plans were developed. See the RLT report 

here: 

https://www.renstrust.org/protect/hudson-river-access-study 

https://www.renstrust.org/protect/hudson-river-access-study
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Every community on the east bank of the Hudson 

between Rensselaer and New York City has public 

access to the river, except for the Village of 

Castleton-on-Hudson, despite the Hudson being 

navigable-in-law. “The majority rule, the general rule in 

New York, applies the trust doctrine at waters which are 

navigable in fact, to all tidal waters, and to the lands 

under tidal waters” (Atkinson, 1996, “On the Wrong 

Side of the Railroad Tracks: Public Access to the 

Hudson River,” Pace Environmental Law Review, 

Volume 13 Issue 2, p. 769-770). 

According to NYSDEC (1991 & 2011), the public right 
of navigation is rooted in English common law and 

has been recognized by New York courts for more than 200 years (Public Rights of Navigation and Fishing, 
Section III.A). “The inalienable right of the general public to use coastal and navigable waters is the essence of the 
public trust doctrine… The public trust doctrine applies to the public's right to access the Hudson River” 
(Atkinson, p. 767). 

 
In 1994, the only public access point to the Hudson 
River at Scott Avenue (150) and Main Street (9J), was 
closed, in exchange for a piece of land to make the 
future Riverfront Park, and within a year, a pedestrian 
tunnel or bridge under or over the railroad tracks to 
access it. The land was transferred, but the tunnel or 
bridge never happened, and Amtrak/CSX put up 
locked gates (where there is safety equipment from 
when it was an open crossing), and eventually, a 
fence blocking access over the tracks to the shore 
(constructing, north of the locked gates, an 
intentional three-foot gap in the fence where there is 
no safety equipment). They also put up two small No 
Trespassing signs, in conflict with the larger NYSEPF 

sign proclaiming Riverfront Park. The only access is (allegedly) illegal, by using the gap. 

In the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson / Town of Schodack LWRP (1995), Policy 20 is based on the New York 

State Coastal Management Policy 20 and concerns access to the Hudson River: 

“Access to the publicly-owned foreshore and to land immediately adjacent to the foreshore or the 
water's edges that are publicly-owned shall be provided, and it shall be provided in a manner 
compatible with adjoining uses. Such lands shall be retained in public ownership. Explanation of 
policy: In addition to active recreation facilities, access to the publicly- owned land of the coast 
should be provided, where appropriate, for numerous activities and pursuits which require only 
minimal facilities for their enjoyment. Access would provide for walking along the waterfront or to 
a vantage point from which to view the water. Activities requiring access would include bicycling, 
birdwatching, photography, nature study, beachcombing, fishing and hunting” (Section III-21). 
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Access to the Village-owned land on the Hudson River would spark small business on Main Street and enrich 
the lives of residents and tourists alike. In 2014, Chris Churchill wrote in the Times Union, 

“When I asked about river access, Janke offered to show me the hidden (and unauthorized) way. We 
slid through a gap in an iron fence, darted over the railroad tracks and made our way to a spot that 
Janke described as excellent for catching striped bass. There was garbage and glass at our feet, but 
the views up and down the water were inspiring. If the Village could only take better advantage of 
this, I thought, all those storefronts might not be empty. It seems so obvious: In Castleton-on-Hudson, 
shouldn't it be easier to get from Castleton to the Hudson? The river that made the Village could 
remake its future” (More than Just a Store Set to Close in Castleton, 24 October 2014). 

It is our steadfast belief that access to the Hudson River within the Village is the right of residents and visitors, 
and an essential ingredient in Castleton-on-Hudson’s revitalization. Securing access does not necessarily 
require a significant infusion of capital, as has been asserted since 1994, when the grade-level crossing at 
Scott Avenue and Main Street was closed and a pedestrian bridge was promised. Given the presence of gates 
and signals, a bridge or tunnel is unnecessary.  

Two solutions are proposed. The immediate solution is very simple, and is what we will continue to pursue, 
absent DRI funding: Open the Gate and allow people to walk across to Riverfront Park and the River. As Mr. 
Churchill noted, some people do this already, during striper season especially. Although Amtrak views it as 
trespassing, they walk through the gap in the fence. We cannot promote this option, and the gap with no 
warning equipment is unsafe. (Note: This is where the recent accident occurred. The investigation is not 
complete, but it may have been suicide.)  

“Improving public access turns the public face to the river and provides a plan to enjoy the river for 
what it offers today and tomorrow. Ready access to quiet spots where one can picnic, fish, or kayak, 
are precious, these functions are maximized when they do not provide the only access. 
Concern for public access is not new. Protection of access is embodied in the public trust doctrine, a 
tradition of law reaching into antiquity. The right to use a healthy river is implicit in the trust doctrine 
and measures that deny public use, through the removal of access or through the pollution of the 
river, are highly suspect under established principles of law” (Atkinson, 1996, p. 833). 
 

In the event of a successful DRI proposal, the second option, which is more cost effective and aesthetically 
pleasing than a bridge, is a magnetic gate on each side of the crossing, replacing the standard arms and signals 
that are already present. These magnetic gates are state-of-the-art and would address any concern about 
safety: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiqivySF0jM 

The company, Magnetic Autocontrol, has a fuzzy estimate of the cost of two gates (one from the 
street side, one from the park side) for the Scott Avenue / Main Street crossing to range from 
$216,240 to just under 1M. Philadelphia has six of these gates and the cost was closer to 1M each. 
 

2) W. Curtis Noyes Engine House, 2 & 4 Green Avenue: In 1871, after a severe fire in the Village, a fire 
company organized and built this engine house on land donated to the Village by William Curtis Noyes 
for educational purposes. A steam engine was secured which was in use for over 30 years. In 1897 it 
became Citizens Hose Company No. 1. According to “A Village Walk” (1977), “Tour takers can note the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiqivySF0jM
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jail cell at the back of the building, plus its bunk for vagrants.” The building is owned by the Village of 
Castleton-on-Hudson.  

 
The Village is endeavoring to revitalize its struggling downtown. One small 
part of this effort is hosting a monthly Repair Café since July 2017 in the 
Village Hall. Repair Café promotes green living, by facilitating the repairing, 
rather than throwing away, of broken items. People bring their beloved but 
broken items to Repair Café, and volunteer fixers try their best to repair them 
for free. Repair Café builds community.  
 
Repair Café has been held upstairs in Village Hall, which is not accessible or 
ADA compliant. Patrons mention the challenge of the Village Hall stairs when 
giving feedback about Repair Café, and some of the volunteers are senior 
citizens or disabled. A goal is to partially rectify this situation by cleaning up 
and using the first floor of the Noyes Engine House for Repair Café and 

possibly other events, at least during the summer and fall, when weather is pleasant. A volunteer who is an 
electrician has offered to give advice. The Engine House and the vacant lot next door are less than a block away 
from Main Street, right in the heart of downtown. A recent (still pending) modest proposal to the AARP 
Community Challenge grant program requested funding for installing a community bulletin board, a bench, and 
a planter next door to the Engine House to make the location more appealing. It would beautify downtown; it 
would give people a place to rest while walking; it would highlight the history of the Village; it would inform 
residents who do not have social media and visitors about events; it would bring people to Main Street. The 
Engine House will need extensive renovation to be used in a more ambitious fashion than this; the initial step 
toward realization would be a building condition report. 

 

3) Infrastructure, throughout Village: The Village was awarded a 1.4M grant in 2017 to upgrade the 

wastewater plant. The water system also needs attention. Residential builders contact the Village’s 

water department often, exploring whether the Village can supply water to new developments in the 

catchment area. The Village is interested in serving this need; however, while water permits can be 

issued to small developments within the Village, the water infrastructure would need to be upgraded 

(by drilling a new well; the developers are willing to pay for installing the pipes) to take on large housing 

developments in the town.  

 

The Village water department estimates the cost for replacing the old 

water mains, some of which date to 1897, to be 1M per mile. There are 

13 miles of water pipes in the water district, consisting of 4”, 6”, 8”, 10”, 

12” and 14” sizes. Pipe materials include Cast Iron, Ductile Iron, PVC, 

HDPE, and Asbestos Concrete (Transite). There are 730 Service 

connections that are Brass, Copper, Galvanized, PVC, and Lead 

Gooseneck, 100 Fire Hydrants and over 1,000 Valves. 
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Infrastructure, Main Street: This project addresses Metro, Building Vibrant Cities for Business and Families 

(2016, CREDC Progress Report). Main Street needs a facelift! New sidewalks, underground electrical wires, 

attractive new street lights, and four crosswalks (at Seaman, Scott, Green and Stimpson Avenues) on Main 

Street would make the DRI area more attractive to residents, businesses, tourists, and all in the catchment 

area. NYSDOT is being asked to conduct a study on crosswalks, and the Rensselaer Land Trust’s study of 

Hudson River access included one at Scott Avenue and Main Street. The Village has purchased and will 

install a traffic calming device (solar driver feedback sign) on North Main Street. The Castleton-on-Hudson 

Main Street Association has conducted several clean-up events and many volunteers have planted flowers, 

endeavoring to beautify Main Street. 

 

4) The Village Hall, 85 South Main Street: The Village Hall 

could use an infusion of capital to restore it and make it ADA 

compliant. This project connects to the Strategic Goals / URI 

Capital 20.20 Themes Metro, Building Vibrant Cities for 

Business and Families (2016, CREDC Progress Report). The 

Castleton Elementary School was built in 1866, on the site of a 

prior school building. The land was donated by Catherine Van 

Buren in 1837. It served as a school until 1924, when the 

present Castleton Elementary School was built at Scott and Campbell Avenues (“A Village Walk,” 1977). It is 

now the Village Hall, housing the Village Office and Castleton Public Library on the first floor. The second 

floor is used for meeting space and is wonderfully unchanged from its former life as four Common School 

classrooms. More than simply a Village Hall, it is a significant historic structure on Main Street, and is the 

Village’s community center. Boy Scouts meet there, Village Board meetings are held there, and Repair Café 

has been held upstairs in the Village Hall since July 2017. 

 

Unfortunately, access to the upstairs is not ADA compliant. A Landmark consulting report estimated the cost 

of renovations to be $750,000. In preparation for a CFA proposal, an application was prepared last summer 

to place the building on the September 2017 agenda for consideration to be listed on the State (and 

eventual National) Registry of Historic Places; however, staff at NYSOPRHP responded that they were too 

busy to include it for many years, and the odds of CFA funding were low anyway. 

 

Currently the Village is working on RFP for painting the Village Hall. A small amount ($60,000) has been 

budgeted. New windows are also desired, but there isn’t enough money to do both. 
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5) Schermerhorn Park, Brickyard Road: The Village was bequeathed 12 acres that are called Schermerhorn 

Park (“the Brickyard”). The park is located off South Main Street, on the Village border. In 2017, the Village 

received a “Trees for Tribs” grant from NYSDEC and 150 trees were planted by volunteers along the Vlockie 

Kill, which runs through the park. Amenities such as an improved parking area, benches, hiking trails and a 

pavilion would allow for hosting festivals and fairs, such as “Taste New York” events. 

 

To see an aerial view of Schermerhorn, go to: 

https://site.altizure.com/project/5adce433a8a6a60c6355cad3/model 

 

6) Marketing, Main Street: The June 2018 issue of the Rensselaer County Chamber of Commerce 

newsletter has an article about Castleton-on-Hudson. This is the beginning of an effort to market vacant 

commercial spaces on Main Street to investors and business owners. Events could be hosted, materials 

could be created, and advertising could be purchased. There are others, but here are two of the larger 

available commercial spaces currently for rent: 

 

 

          2 North Main Street 

 

34 South Main Street 

https://site.altizure.com/project/5adce433a8a6a60c6355cad3/model
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8) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 

initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts once projects are selected for award.  

The Village has a small DPW staff that maintains the roads and operates the water system and wastewater 

treatment plant. It also has a tiny staff in the Village Office, comprised of the Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy 

Clerk. The Mayor and four Trustees are part-time, practically volunteer, positions. Despite this, the Village 

accomplishes a lot, and is very efficient and productive. Volunteers are plentiful and invaluable. However, if 

the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson is awarded the 2018 DRI, a full-time grant manager may have to be 

hired; perhaps someone with MPA or similar credential. 

 

9) Other. Provide any other information that informs the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award. 

Why is the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson worthy of State support? We have already demonstrated success in 

meeting CREDC Strategic Goals / URI Capital 20.20 Themes with nothing more than a few small donors, a tiny 

amount of the Village budget, and a lot of hard work.  

COHFAM alone has accomplished Gateway, Connecting Markets and Business; Lift-Off, Accelerating Ideas, 

Entrepreneurs and Business; and Metro, Building Vibrant Cities for Business and Families. The Castleton-on-

Hudson Community Garden and Repair Café align with Metro, Building Vibrant Cities for Business and Families 

(2016, CREDC Progress Report).  

The Main Street cleanups and Riverkeeper Sweep connect to the goal “Showcase Our Beauty” in Success Today, 

Opportunity Tomorrow (2011, CREDC) as well as the asset “Scenic and Natural History: From waterways and 

waterfalls to rural landscapes and scenic vistas, the area possesses an incredible range of scenic and natural 

wonders, many of which are accessible to the public” in Heritage Tourism in the Capital Region Vision Plan 

(2013).  

The Store and the Diner already have created 20, and Hudson River Foods has generated 80 new jobs, clearly 

displaying Gateway, Connecting Markets and Business; and Lift-Off, Accelerating Ideas, Entrepreneurs and 

Business (2016, CREDC Progress Report).  

There is a reason for the emphasis added above: “many of which are accessible to the public,” from the 
Heritage Tourism publication. The Hudson River and Riverfront Park have NOT been accessible to the public for 
the past 24 years.  
 

 It is a LEGAL RIGHT: The Hudson River is a navigable river, and there are special rules that the public 
must have access.  

 It is an ISSUE OF EQUITY: All other communities on the east bank of the river have access.  

 It is ECONOMICALLY BENEFICIAL: Main Street needs revitalization, and having a pocket park, kayak 
launch, etc. right there in the village will be the spark.  

 It is an ETHICAL QUESTION: The Village owns the land and the State promised pedestrian access. The 
Village held up its end of the deal (no vehicular traffic) but the State has not. 
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An Earth Day rally was held on April 22, 2018 in the Village to highlight the issue of river access. It also included a 
post card "write-in" to State and Federal elected officials. Amtrak has submitted a proposal to NYSDOS to reduce 
access to the Hudson River from Stuyvesant to Rhinecliff. Although the plan does not eliminate public access or 
close grade-level crossings, it does reduce access, by fencing along the railroad tracks between access points.  
 

The Village of Castleton-on-Hudson serves as a cautionary tale for 
our neighbors to the south. We made a deal with NYSDOT and 
Amtrak/CSX nearly 25 years ago, agreed to close the crossing to 
vehicular traffic, and were promised a park and pedestrian access, 
but Amtrak/CSX are not the friend of host communities and 
NYSDOT has not been fair to the Village. Riverfront park is blocked 
by locked gates, and conflicting signs, announcing “Riverfront Park” 
and warning “No Trespassing.”  
 
The law is on our side, but we have no way to pursue a court battle. 
Instead, police hassle fishermen who dare to exercise their 

navigation rights, while Amtrak/CSX and NYSDOT make threats and call the Village unworthy, the recent train 
victim a criminal, and use the tragedy as an excuse to justify their actions, citing safety. Why is it legal and safe 
for elite private interests to cross the tracks at the Castleton Boat Club? Why is it legal and safe to cross the 
tracks at every grade-level crossing in Columbia County? Why is the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson singled out? 
This is a matter of social, economic and environmental justice.  
 
For over 20 years, the Village has been denied access to Riverfront Park due to a failed agreement with NYSDOT 

and CSX/Amtrak. They have not lived up to their part of the bargain and the Village still lacks access. The safety 

gates are working and are operational as with any grade level crossing. Unlike many communities with grade-

level crossings on the east bank of the Hudson, we do not desire vehicle or boat-trailer traffic -- just the freedom 

to walk to the river, fish and enjoy the view. 

The notion that opening the gate would be dangerous is ironic, when just north of the locked gate with working 

arms and signals is an intentionally-constructed (by Amtrak/CSX and NYSDOT) three-foot gap in the fence with 

no safety equipment at all. This is how people access the shore now, by scrambling over rocks and the tracks 

instead of pavement, as there is behind the locked gates. 

We have the support of Village government and Schodack Town government. We have the support of the 

Castleton/Schodack LWRP. We have the support of the Castleton-on-Hudson Main Street Association. And the 

support of the Rensselaer Land Trust and Hudson Riverkeeper.  

In 2018, we have the seeds of an economic recovery on Main Street that includes a community garden, a 

farmers’ market, Repair Cafe, and new private investment. The Store, the Castleton Diner and Hudson River 

Foods opened. Several Main Street buildings are being renovated, two dangerous derelict buildings were razed, 

and entrepreneurs are committing to Castleton-on-Hudson. However, this rebirth will not be sustainable 

without public access to the Hudson River and Riverfront Park at Scott Avenue and North Main Street. We need 

the political will of elected officials, the State, CREDC and ESD to secure legal public access to the Hudson River 

within the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson. It is imperative that there are no more delays and it happens this 

summer. This is our right as citizens of this Hudson River community, as taxpayers and voters and we deserve 
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the chance to finally experience full-blown economic health on Main Street. Please save the Village’s future and 

help us correct this injustice! We have waited long enough. 

*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the proposed DRI Area. (See item 1.)    

 

 

EMAIL SUBMISSION ADDRESSES 
Please submit your application as a Word Document to the Regional Council for your region. 

Capital Region  NYS-CapitalDist@esd.ny.gov  

Central New York NYS-CentralNY@esd.ny.gov 

Finger Lakes  NYS-FingerLakes@esd.ny.gov 

Long Island  LIREDC@esd.ny.gov 

Mid-Hudson  NYS-MidHudson@esd.ny.gov 

Mohawk Valley  NYS-MohawkVal@esd.ny.gov 

New York City  NYC-DRI@esd.ny.gov 

North Country  NYS-NorthCountry@esd.ny.gov 

Southern Tier  NYS-SouthernTier@esd.ny.gov 

Western New York NYS-WNY-REDC@esd.ny.gov 
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