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Basic Information 

 
Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region:  North Country 

 

Municipality Name:  Village of Canton 

 

Downtown Name:  Canton Grasse River Revitalization District 

 

County:  St. Lawrence 

 

Lead Contact:   

Leigh Rodriguez 

Director of Economic Development 

60 Main St. 

Canton, NY  13617 

lrodriguez@cantonny.us 

315.386.2871 
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Vision for Downtown Canton 

Canton’s vibrant downtown center will be the booming economic, cultural, recreational, and 

educational magnet of St. Lawrence County with its thriving local businesses, exciting 

recreational experiences, diverse housing options, outstanding educational opportunities, and 

unique heritage. Canton will maintain a strong sense of place while encouraging innovation, 

connectivity, and entrepreneurship, building upon its commitment to sustainability and diversity 
to welcome new residents, visitors, and businesses. 

Photo: Adam Hill, decaseconds.com 
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Justification 
 

Canton is a small, rural, economically challenged North Country community, 

and is the seat of New York’s largest county, St. Lawrence. The people who 

choose to live in Canton feel a genuine sense of community and are committed 

to working together to make it a great place to live, work, and raise their families.  

Canton has a charming, Victorian-era downtown Main Street district, which is 

listed on both the national and state historic registries. The mixed-use buildings 

on historic Main Street house retail shops, residences, a community arts center, 

an old-time movie theater, restaurants, a spa, and a health food store. Main 

Street is bookended by a picturesque downtown park at one end and the 

pristine Grasse River at the other. 

As host to several large companies, two colleges, and growing health care 

facilities, Canton continues to draw new people seeking job opportunities at 

every level. This diverse flow of new residents, paired with passionate 

generational families, make Canton a community where history and tradition are 

embraced as the next generation seeks to invest in a vibrant community to raise 

their families and make a long-term home. 

However, this economic activity and dynamic energy cannot hide the evidence 

of the hard times that Canton, like so many rural communities, has faced. A 

derelict commercial plaza in the heart of downtown has been an eyesore for 

nearly two decades, and the recent departure of a fast-food chain restaurant 

from Main Street has created another vacancy that has proven difficult to fill. 

Many of the properties along the picturesque Grasse River, which flows through 

downtown Canton, have been underutilized and have fallen into disrepair. The 

infusion of DRI funds would provide the necessary capital to leverage additional 

public and private investment and encourage the creation and expansion of 

small businesses which form the core of a strong downtown economy and reflect 

the culture, diversity, and needs of our growing community.  

Why Canton? 
 

 Unique, well-maintained 

Victorian-era downtown 

 

 Picturesque Village Green 

with historic fountain 

 

 Pristine Grasse River with 

island parks for recreation 

 

 A wide variety of housing, 

retail, food, and services on 

Main Street 

 

 Opportunities to revitalize 

vacant, derelict, and 

underutilized property in the 

downtown corridor and 

along the Grasse River 

 

 Broad community support 

from residents, small 

businesses, large employers, 

and the municipal 

government 
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Canton is ready to grow.  

Our community has been working hard on 

plans to revitalize the Grasse River 

waterfront, improve the Village’s walking 

and biking opportunities, repair its 

brownfield areas and harness its 

commitment to sustainability and 

recreation. Most recently, Canton has 

undertaken a comprehensive planning 

process, which incorporates all of this work 

into a holistic development strategy for 

the entire town – with the Canton Grasse 

River Revitalization District at its center. 

The community is ready to leverage DRI 

funds to spur further private and public 

investment and strategically advance our 

common future. Canton has a unique 

economic development structure, with an 

advisory Consortium composed of several 

of the area’s largest employers who 

contribute their expertise and finances to 

bolster efforts to grow the Canton 

economy.  

 

An Economic Development Steering Committee made up of representatives of the Consortium meet monthly to roll up their 

sleeves and help implement identified strategic priorities in cooperation with the Director of Economic Development and 

the municipal government. Specifically, the Steering Committee is responsible for drafting and implementing the Canton 

Community Action Plan, which includes input from a wide variety of stakeholders from both the private and public sectors. 

The plan presented here reflects thousands of hours of collaborative planning by hundreds of engaged community members 

and private entities to capitalize on our strengths and continue to make Canton thrive. 
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Proposed DRI Area 

Canton was founded on the banks of the Grasse River because of the obvious 

potential for business and industry. Today Canton’s picturesque, Victorian-era 

Main Street commercial district still benefits from its location on the river, and the 

riverfront areas also present the greatest potential for growth and enhancement. 

The Grasse River flows perpendicular to Main Street, adjacent to the central 

business district and alongside commercial areas, making it critical to the vibrancy 

of downtown. Due to its industrial heritage and the residual effects thereof, the 

Grasse River Corridor has been the focus of substantial rehabilitation to date, and 

planning for further remediation and redevelopment in the future. It is one of 

Canton’s greatest assets, and is currently being underutilized, representing the 

greatest opportunities for revitalization.  

 

The Canton Park Historic District is the core of the downtown and includes mixed-

use, commercial and residential units in the architectural styles primarily of the 19th 

century. The area is characterized by dense mixed land uses including civic, retail, 

entertainment, service/commercial, residential, and recreational. There is also 

open space as Main Street with three parks on the banks of the Grasse River 

immediately to the west of the central business district. The downtown is part of a 

Brownfield Opportunity Area and a Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Area.  

 

For purposes of the Downtown Revitalization Initiative we have opted to define 

downtown to include the traditional central business district along with portions of 

the Grasse River corridor and adjacent commercial areas in what we are calling 

the Canton Grasse River Revitalization District. The Grasse River Waterfront 

Revitalization Plan, the Canton Village Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Pre-

Nomination Study and the currently in-progress Comprehensive Plan give clear 

direction for priorities and projects that will enhance, beautify, and develop 

Canton’s lovely downtown and make it not only a pass-through – the most heavily-

trafficked road in St. Lawrence County goes through the proposed DRI area –  but 

a sought-after destination. 
 

Canton Grasse River 

Revitalization District  
 

 Canton is one of the few 

growing communities in St. 

Lawrence County 

 

 Picturesque village green 

with historic fountain 

 

 Pristine Grasse River with 

island parks for recreation 

 

 A wide variety of housing, 

retail, food, and services on 

Main Street 

 

 Opportunities to revitalize 

vacant, derelict, and 

underutilized property in the 

downtown corridor and 

along the Grasse River 

 

 Broad community support 

from residents, small 

businesses, large employers, 

and the municipal 

government 
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Key Points of Interest:  

1. Former Jubilee 

grocery store & plaza 

 

2. Canton village green 

 

3. Riverside Drive 

Brownfield Area 

 

4. Proposed whitewater 

park 

 

5. Willow Island Park 

 

6. Traditional Arts in 

Upstate New York 

(TAUNY) Center 

 

7. Historic movie theater 

 

8. St. Lawrence County 

Historical Association 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Catchment Area 
Located in the remote northern reaches of New York state and situated 

in the foothills of the Adirondacks, just 17 miles from the Canadian 

border and the St. Lawrence River, the Village of Canton is home to 

more than 6,500 residents and is the nearest downtown center for many 

neighboring communities. Canton is also a waypoint and stopover for 

travelers visiting and traveling through the North Country. The 

catchment area for the Canton’s revitalization district is expansive: the 

population within 50 miles of Canton is more than 163,000 and 1.2 

million people live within 100 miles of the downtown center. 

The immediate catchment area includes the Town of Canton, which 

encompasses the Villages of Canton and Rensselaer Falls and the 

Hamlets of Morley and Pyrites. According to the U.S. Census and 

American Community Survey estimates, Canton is growing: from 2010-

2016, the Village of Canton saw a 4.7 percent increase in population. 

During that same time, the Village of Rensselaer Falls and the Town of 

Canton also grew in numbers. Canton is one of the only communities in 

the North Country region to see population gains during a time when 

most upstate New York communities are witnessing population decline. 

St. Lawrence County does not have one major metropolitan area, but 

five smaller population centers – Canton, Potsdam, Massena, 

Ogdensburg, and Gouverneur. Canton is the hub of the county and a 

magnet for neighboring communities that do not have central business districts of their own, drawing as many as 25,000 

people from a 25-mile radius. As the county seat, many government offices and other services are located in Canton. The 

county and state agencies employ hundreds of people who are not necessarily Canton residents but who work in Canton, 

shop and dine in Canton, utilize Canton’s recreational amenities, and choose Canton as their primary downtown destination.  

Home to SUNY Canton and St. Lawrence University, Canton also hosts nearly 6,000 students who spend time and do business 

in downtown Canton for ten months of the year. The universities are also among the largest employers in our community, 

with many faculty and staff coming from out of town to work at those campuses five days a week, and who enjoy Canton 

as their business district of choice. These populations are steadily growing as enrollments at both schools are increasing, new 

programs are being added, and additional faculty and staff are being brought onboard. 
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Past & Future Investment 
Consistent with state, regional, and local strategic planning and priority setting, Canton has made significant investment in 

the Canton Grasse River Revitalization District in the past decade or so and has several projects currently underway and in 

planning. 

  

Building on Recent Investment 

Critical remediation and redevelopment have taken place on Willow Island, Coakley and Falls Islands (West Main Street), 

the former Gray Lanes (now Rushton Place, 1 Main Street), and Bell’s Garage (30 Riverside Drive). Partnership among the 

Town, Village, County, and a local non-profit, Grasse River Heritage Area Development Corporation, and private local 

developers has been instrumental in the success of these efforts. Private fund, combined with public funds from sources such 

as Restore NY, Office of Parks and Recreation, and Historic Preservation. 

  

Extensive planning was undertaken with funds, primarily from the Department of State. Completed products include a Grasse 

River Waterfront Revitalization Plan, a Canton Village Brownfield Opportunity Area Study, and feasibility studies for two 

pedestrian connector bridges/pathways and a whitewater play park. These planning documents along with the Canton 

Community Action Plan have provided a roadmap for development in our community. Current grants from DOS are enabling 

the development of a Grasse River Blueway Trail Plan, a marketing plan for the Grasse River Blueway Trail, a Comprehensive 

Plan, the first phase of a waterfront revitalization plan for the Oswegatchie River, and a Master Trail Plan to identify options 

and plan for expansion and interconnection of existing trails.  

  

Most recently Canton has been awarded funds for construction of a pedestrian walkway to connect Coakley and Willow 

Islands under Route 11, for design of a whitewater play park (implementation of two of the aforementioned feasibility studies), 

and for design of a new structure to be constructed to replace a dilapidated structure on a key site at 25, 27, 29 Riverside 

Drive resides. Initiation of these projects awaits the execution of a contract with DOS. 

  

Canton received New York Main Street (NYMS) grants in 2006 and 2015, the latter of which, in the amount of $300,000, is 

currently being implemented. The results have and will create additional second-story housing units in several historic 

structures along Main Street, as well as the improvement of façades and interiors of buildings on Main and Park Streets and 

beautification through streetscape enhancements. These awards require both public and private partnerships for successful 

implementation. 
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In 2017 the St. Lawrence Health System completed 

construction of a 54,000-square-foot medical office 

building on a 293-acre parcel annexed into the east side 

of the Village. This represents a $20 million investment, and 

plans are underway for future growth at that location, 

which will bring new medical services to the community 

and additional new jobs. 

 

Frazer Computing chose Canton 15 years ago to locate 

after considering several other locations nationally for their 

software company. They have grown from one employee 

to 80 and are preparing for another expansion. They are 

able to find a talented workforce at a cost that is less than 

in more metropolitan areas, but high for our region. 

  

A Community Development Block Grant micro-enterprise 

program award is injecting $200,000 into the small business 

economy in 2018. It will assist in the startup of three new 

enterprises in the Village, and bolster three existing 

businesses in our central business district.  

  

Corning Incorporated is undergoing a $14 million, 9,900-square-foot addition to their Canton plant in 2018. The project will 

assist in the retention of approximately 250 jobs at the Canton facility.  Over the past four years Corning has added nearly 

60,000 square feet of manufacturing and warehousing space to the local plant. 

  

Argent Development has constructed six of a planned 24 unit residential development that will be annexed into the Village. 

  

Parker Maple Farm, Inc., begun by a young local entrepreneur, manufactures maple products in 9,200 square feet of newly 

renovated production space in the Canton Industrial Park.  The company is investing over $100,000 in the project and will 

retain seven jobs and plans to create six full-time jobs as a result of the project. 

  

Rite-Aid has vacated its former location in the midtown plaza and constructed a new facility on East Main Street. The 11,130-

square-foot store is about twice the size of the store that had been in the former Jubilee Plaza since 1980. It is anticipated 

that about six more part-time employees and a second pharmacist will be hired to work at the new store.  
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The Village recently acquired property on which a solar 

array will be developed to provide electricity to all 

municipal operations. Tesla (previously Solar City) will install 

the array during the summer of 2018, representing a $36 

million investment that will result in substantial savings for the 

Village. 

 

Catalyzing Future Investment 

Going forward the community is focused on 

implementation of and building on current plans. An award 

for Step 2: Nomination for the Brownfield Opportunity Area 

will allow for environmental testing at five locations, 

conceptual design and feasibility studies for redevelopment 

options at key sites in the revitalization district, market 

analysis, housing analysis, and a revitalization plan, among 

other things. 

  

The Village Park is at the eastern end of downtown and is the central gathering place for community events. A volunteer 

committee has begun raising funds for rehabilitation projects including the restoration of an historic fountain, reconstruction 

of deteriorating walkways, and new tree plantings and maintenance of old tree stock. So far $100,000 has been raised to 

support the project, mostly through donations from the community. An urban forestry grant through the DEC is being pursued 

in 2018 for tree work. DRI funds could bolster donations already received from the community and funds being sought through 

grant awards to complete these projects in the centerpiece of our community. 

  

The municipalities are partnering with Grasse River Heritage Area Development Corporation to create a master plan for an 

art-focused park on Willow Island. The vision is to create performance space, and possibly an interactive children’s play park. 

A design charrette was held in 2018 to gather ideas for how to best use the space. GRH has also worked with world-renowned 

artist Matthew Mazzotta, a Canton native, to discussion creation of something for this space. Funds are needed for final 

design and implementation. DRI funds could help to bring this vision to life.   

   

Community Bank, N.A., has been in business in Canton for 150 years. In 2010, they showed their continued commitment to 

Canton by constructing an Operations Center that currently houses roughly 100 employees, and an additional 20 to 25 during 

times of acquisition. Community Bank plans to expand the Canton location to accommodate growth projected by their 

strategic acquisition plan, which would bring an additional 35 to 40 jobs. Back office operations have been identified by the 

region as a strategic industry to target that is suitable to the North Country.  
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The waterfront property located at 2 Main Street, currently site of a Family Dollar store, is for sale. A transition in ownership 

presents a redevelopment opportunity on a key riverfront site. A local developer has investigated preliminary plans for 

redevelopment of this site but has not moved forward at this time. Support from DRI would very likely catalyze this developer 

to move forward. 

  

Also in the downtown area, the American Theater is an 

historic anchor structure that is in need of significant 

rehabilitation. DRI funds could be paired with a NYMS 

anchor project to secure funds. Also, several other projects 

in and around Main Street were not able to be funded 

through the most recent NYMS award.  DRI funds could be 

utilized to support rehabilitation of many structures on the 

state and national register of historic places. 

  

 

An 82-room Marriott Fairfield Inn, located adjacent to the 

University Plaza on east Main Street, is under construction, 

with scheduled for fall of 2018.  The three-story hotel will 

feature an indoor pool and an eating area. 

  

Municipal Water and Economic Growth 

As articulated in the REDC’s strategic plan, a critical 

infrastructure issue is “the need for improvement of water 

and wastewater systems throughout the region, both to 

protect the region’s clean water resources and to support 

community development.” Infrastructure is key to economic growth, and the Village is committed to expanding needed 

services. With several development projects recently completed, currently underway, and soon to begin, additional demand 

will be placed on the system. Existing water resources can accommodate the current development projects under normal 

circumstances, though we are creeping close to capacity. It is anticipated that a new groundwater source will be online 

within a year, which will ensure ample supply for future development. Sewer capacity is more than adequate but aging 

infrastructure needs to be addressed.  

  

 

Photo: Adam Hill, decaseconds.com 
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Several grants have been secured for expansion of municipal water and sewer to the nearby Maple Hill Subdivision including 

$250,000 from Northern Border Regional Commission, $235,000 from Empire State Development, and $25,000 from St. 

Lawrence River Valley Redevelopment Agency. This will provide needed services to support Community Bank’s back office 

operation. In addition to Community Bank, there are 34 commercial and residential building lots in Maple Hill. It is believed 

that the lack of utility services to this area has deterred construction and is impeding economic growth in that part of the 

Village. 

  

Expansion of Village water infrastructure supports job creation at our institutions and enables the development of housing 

suitable for professionals and incoming faculty and staff, and multi-unit housing to accommodate growing student 

populations. In a municipality where only 33% of the properties are taxable, it is critical that any obstacles to expanding the 

tax base be addressed.  The Village has completed an Asset Management Plan and has begun preliminary engineering for 

new sewer infrastructure. 

  

The Village also intends to pursue funding to implement a National Main Street America program, which would develop 

strategy and implementation procedures for revitalization of downtown. 

 

Community Investment 

The community invests in and supports arts and cultural institutions and activities in many ways: GRH’s Heritage Park, which 

includes an interpretive trail showcasing the industrial heritage of the Grasse River corridor and their proposed arts-focused 

park; annual Frederic Remington Arts Festival honoring the renowned sculptor and artist native to Canton, and Dairy Princess 

Festival which recognizes our agricultural heritage; annual 

Rushton Canoe Races to commemorate world renowned 

wooden canoe builder Henry J. Rushton; Dwight Church park, 

named for a renowned local photographer; Traditional Arts in 

Upstate New York (TAUNY), a nonprofit organization dedicated 

to showcasing the folk culture and living traditions of New York's 

North Country. 

  

Canton has undertaken extensive planning, which has prepared 

our community to receive and utilize a Downtown Revitalization 

Initiative award effectively and efficiently. A DRI award would 

enhance past and pending investment of the municipalities, 

leverage significant public investment, and could be the catalyst 

for additional private investment needed for progress to be 

made on some key sites that have been vacant for many years. 
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Job Growth 
Growth is happening in Canton. Between the health care system, banking, 

institutions of higher learning, government agencies, not-for-profits, and hospitality 

industry, varying levels of employment opportunities exist within the community 

with different salary levels and potential for mobility between jobs. 

St. Lawrence Health System (SLHS), the parent corporation of Canton-Potsdam 

Hospital (CPH), Potsdam and Gouverneur Hospital (GH), recently completed 

construction of a 54,000-square-foot medical office building on 293 acres that 

were annexed into the Village of Canton. SLHS purchased the property to 

accommodate expansion of services; since 2008, CPH has doubled its medical 

staff. The hospital’s main campus in Potsdam is land-locked in a residential area. 

Canton is geographically central to the majority of the population in St. Lawrence 

County and therefore represents the future of health services, particularly 

specialist health services for which residents currently must travel long distances. 

A total of 137 jobs were estimated, 39 of which were to be new. SLHS has 

exceeded this mark by adding 60 new positions in Canton. More job creation is 

anticipated in the future as services are added. Planning for Phase II is underway. 

Community Bank, N.A., has been in business in Canton for 150 years. In 2010, they 

showed their continued commitment to Canton by constructing an Operations 

Center that currently houses roughly 100 employees, and an additional 20 to 25 

during times of acquisition. The intent of Community Bank is to expand the Canton 

location to accommodate growth projected by their strategic acquisition plan. 

Community Bank anticipates needing to expand in Canton, which would bring 

an additional 35 to 40 jobs. Back office operations have been identified by the 

region as a strategic industry to target that is suitable to the North Country. 

The St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency (IDA) has developed 

the Canton Industrial Park within the Village of Canton. The first building was 

constructed in 2012. In 2014, municipal water and sewer infrastructure were laid, 

making five shovel-ready sites available for development. The Park is heavily 

marketed by the IDA, particularly to companies in the northeastern US and 

Canada. 

Opportunities for 

Employment 
 

 Canton is a college town, 

home to two growing 

institutions: SUNY Canton and 

St. Lawrence University 

 

 St. Lawrence Health System, 

a premier regional health 

care system, is expanding its 

services and facilities 

 

 Corning, Inc. is planning a 

large expansion of its Canton 

plant 

 

 SUNY Canton is planning on 

Entrepreneurship Accelerator 

in the Grasse River-

Downtown District, boosting 

employment and small 

business ownership 
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A $14 million expansion project at Corning 

Incorporated’s Canton plant will help the company 

retain approximately 250 jobs. Corning provides 

above-average wages for the area and an attractive 

benefit package. “Corning is a globally-recognized 

leader in innovative manufacturing processes. Their 

continuing expansion in Canton highlights that St. 

Lawrence County has the resources to support some of 

the best and most successful firms in the world,” says 

IDA CEO Patrick Kelly. “Our workforce, our colleges, 

and the relationships we’ve developed with 

companies like Corning enable us to attract this kind of 

development activity in what is a very, very 

competitive environment.” 

 

Higher education brings well-paying jobs and benefits 

to Canton. The institutions of higher learning in the rural 

North Country region of New York State (which also include Clarkson University, the State University of New York in Potsdam, 

and SUNY ESF in Wanakena) are some of our greatest assets and economic drivers. As identified in the St. Lawrence County 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS), the “… five colleges and universities in St. 

Lawrence County constitute an important competitive attribute that may be effectively leveraged to 

advance economic development objectives. In addition to being economic engines themselves 

through their employee and student base, these institutions possess a diverse mix of assets that support 

the efforts of the County’s developers.” As home to St. Lawrence University and SUNY Canton, the Village 

of Canton must consider how we can support these economic engines and ensure their continued 

success. Both campuses are experiencing record enrollments and are growing, investing in infrastructure, 

and diversifying their program offerings.  

 

Adjacent to the University Plaza, on the east side of the Village, an 82-room Marriott Fairfield Inn is under 

construction will bring numerous new job opportunities to Canton. Anecdotal information from the 

colleges tells us that the addition of hotel rooms could prompt them to seek opportunities to host larger, 

national level sporting events that couldn’t otherwise be accommodated. These events would bring 

economic activity to the community. 
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Also in the plaza, United Helpers recently purchased 

the former Key Bank property, which is being 

renovated for use as a mental health center. This will 

provide a central location for mental health services 

and a permanent location for employees. 

 

An injection of new young professionals into the 

community will drive demand for active living in the 

downtown. More and more people want to be able 

to walk or bike within the community where they live 

to meet their needs for entertainment, goods, and 

services. All of the aforementioned jobs are easily 

accessible from, or included within, the downtown 

and can be reached by foot, bike, or public transit. 

 

Redevelopment of key sites should support a walkable, livable community rich with recreation, food, amenities, art, culture, 

entertainment, and necessities. Canton’s core industries of education, government, and health care provide a stable stream 

of professionals into the community. To sustain growth in the long term we must be sure our downtown provides the amenities 

needed to support this demographic. 
 

 

“Our workforce, our colleges, and the 

relationships we’ve developed with 

companies like Corning enable us to 

attract this kind of development activity in 

what is a very, very competitive 

environment.” 

 
- Patrick Kelly, CEO, St. Lawrence County 

IDA 

Photo by Adam Hill, decaseconds.com 
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Attractiveness of Physical Environment 
Canton boasts a diverse population of 

varying ages, income levels, abilities, 

gender identities, mobility, and cultural 

backgrounds thanks to the presence of 

the universities, healthcare systems, 

businesses, communities of faith, and 

generations of families that have 

chosen to make the community their 

home. 

 

Canton’s Main Street storefronts house 

thriving businesses including gift shops, 

hair salons, a spa, two thrift shops, a 

formal wear boutique, a yarn and 

textile store, a gas station and 

convenience store, and a movie 

theater. A variety of eateries cater to 

all appetites and a popular health 

food store features locally sourced 

food and house-made takeaway 

meals. A couple of ethnic food trucks 

frequent the downtown park and the 

Farmers Market, selling locally grown 

produce and food, is widely patronized during the summer months. GardenShare, a local food justice nonprofit, supports the 

use of SNAP EBT cards at the market, so low-income shoppers can enjoy the fresh, healthy, nutritious local food. 

 

Canton is a walkable community with amenities and work opportunities easily reachable by foot or bike. “Safe Routes to 

School” are established, and a network of trails provides connectivity and recreational opportunities to residents and visitors 

– and between the universities – for walking, running, biking, and skiing. The Town and Village have both adopted Complete 

Streets policies, and a Master Trail Plan, which further enhances and safely and conveniently connects roads, sidewalk, and 

trails, is in the final stages of development. 

 

Photo by Adam Hill, decaseconds.com 
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Numerous parks offer opportunities to enjoy outdoor recreation such as 

swimming, kayaking, canoeing, and fishing. Heritage and Dwight Church parks 

commemorate Canton’s history through interpretive signage and a new Art Park 

on the Island hosts outdoor sculptures by contemporary artists for visitors and 

passersby to experience and enjoy. These parks serve as outdoor gathering 

spaces for festivals and events throughout the year. Other spaces such as The 

TAUNY Center (Traditional Arts in Upstate New York), church community rooms, 

the recreation pavilion, fire hall, public library, and fraternal organization halls 

such as the VFW and Knights of Columbus are available for events and 

gatherings.  

 

Several health care facilities, including clinics serving low-income residents, are in 

or close to the revitalization district. St. Lawrence Health Systems recently 

expanded a facility on East Main Street and has completed construction of a new 

medical office building at the eastern end of the Village. Claxton Hepburn 

hospital has a medical office building on West Main Street. After-hours clinics 

operate from each of the two existing facilities. Community Health Center of the 

North Country operates a facility within easy walking distance of downtown that 

provides affordable, high-quality health care to people of any age, race, 

gender, sexual orientation, religion, marital status, or national origin, regardless of 

their health insurance status or ability to pay, and pride themselves in acting as a 

safety net for those with insufficient or no health insurance. Several private 

medical offices are located in or near the Canton Grasse River Revitalization 

District. 

 

Along with the many amenities Canton has to offer, the Canton Grasse River 

Revitalization District also has a host of developable mixed-use properties within 

its boundaries.  

 

Canton’s downtown is part of a Brownfield Opportunity Area and a Local 

Waterfront Revitalization Program Area and, as described in the BOA nomination 

study, the Riverside Area is “a gateway to the historic downtown” and presents “a 

key opportunity for waterfront and downtown revitalization.” The Riverside Area 

directly connects to the SUNY Canton footbridge, which carries pedestrian traffic 

from campus into downtown; however, this route is unfortunately not pedestrian- 

Canton’s Attractions 
 

 Pristine waterfront on the 

Grasse River in the heart of 

downtown 

 

 Mixed retail-residential 

historic buildings along the 

central business district on 

Main Street 

 

 Newly redone road, 

sidewalks, landscaping, and 

infrastructure on Main Street 

 

 Parks and organizations in 

the Redevelopment District 

showcasing Canton’s history 

and culture 

 

 Walkable Main Street with 

diverse shops, restaurants, 

businesses, services, and 

amenities 

 

 Two outstanding institutions 

of higher education, SUNY 

Canton and St. Lawrence 

University 
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friendly and contains some run-down properties: of nine sites in the Riverside Drive corridor, seven are brownfield, vacant, or 

underutilized. This includes a former service station that is currently being demolished and will be remediated under contract 

with the DEC, leaving a desirable downtown location that will be municipally owned and available for development. Another 

priority for redevelopment is a key waterfront property that has long been abandoned and is up for sale. A Family Dollar 

store located directly on the waterfront, currently on the market, represents prime developable property. 

 

Adjacent to Main Street is a vacant and blighted former grocery store plaza and a 

shuttered former fast food chain restaurant, all “located on prime, underutilized land in 

the heart of downtown.” With abundant parking and easy access to Main Street, the 

derelict properties have severely impacted downtown appearance and prosperity for 

nearly two decades and were widely cited by the public as being in urgent need of 

attention and improvement at several community input sessions.   

 

Easy access to groceries and other sundries by the mixed-income residents of our 

downtown is also a priority for redevelopment in the Canton Grasse River 

Redevelopment District. Among the vacant properties – particularly those away from 

the waterfront – are buildings that would be ideally suited for the development of retail 

offering the amenities desired and demanded by residents in and adjacent to 

downtown Canton. 

 

Real estate agents report the need for rental units in the downtown area and several 

housing roundtables have been convened to gather input about housing needs from residents, employers, developers, and 

realtors. The investment from a New York Main Street grant award is having a significant impact on increasing accessible, 

affordable housing opportunities with a host of new residential units coming online this building season. Because all projects 

could not be funded in the last round, the potential for the development of all categories of residential units remains. 

 

There has been tremendous progress downtown via substantial private investment and public funding via Restore NY, NY 

Main Street, BOA, and other grants. These funds can be leveraged by the influx of much-needed DRI funds to come closer 

to completing our comprehensive vision for a vibrant, beautiful, diverse downtown Canton. 

Former Jubilee grocery store and Rite Aid pharmacy, part of the 
vacant plaza in the heart of downtown. 

Photo by Lenore VanderZee 



19 Canton NY 

Quality of Life Policies 

Canton has prioritized investment in policies and plans ensure that this Village remains a place that people love to call home.  

 

First, Canton is undergoing a Comprehensive Planning 

Process that will provide a strategic vision and action plan 

for the town of Canton – including the Villages of Canton 

and Rensselaer Falls and the hamlets of Morley and Pyrites 

– with downtown Canton as its hub. This process brings 

together the hard work done to create plans to develop 

and revitalize Canton’s waterfront, transportation systems, 

trail networks, community development, recreational 

opportunities, sustainability and, of course, economic 

progress. Involving key stakeholders from across 

constituencies and municipalities, this process will create a 

holistic strategy for Canton that will drive public and 

private investment and modernize zoning codes (for which 

the BOA provides funding), leveraging our strengths and 

taking advantage of our many opportunities for growth. 

 

 

Canton’s Community Action Plan (CCAP) is updated every five years through an iterative process of stakeholder input and 

community participation. The plan is adopted by the Town and Village governments and serves as a roadmap for 

economic and community development. The five pillars of the CCAP are: 

 Ensure Canton is an Attractive, Safe, Convenient, Healthy Place to Live, Learn, Work, and Play    

 Support and Expand Local Business and Increase Available Jobs  

 Enhance Local Government Efficiency and Encourage Civic Engagement  

 Support and Promote Community Resiliency and Smart Growth Practices  

 Support and Promote Tourism 

These pillars focus the energies of every entity in Canton – the municipal government, schools and colleges, businesses, 

healthcare providers, service organizations, and individual residents.  

 

  

Historic Fountain on the Canton Village Green 

Photo by Sue Mende 
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The key to a vibrant downtown corridor is multi-modal transportation options that provide for all travelers. Canton has 

demonstrated a consistent interest in providing for increased transportation means throughout the downtown business district 

and the Grasse River waterfront. Grants have been sought to create pedestrian bridges to remove both walkers and cyclists 

from the commercial traffic flow and allow increased access to green 

space and waterfront areas to promote recreation and tourism. The 

Village and Town of Canton also adopted a Complete Streets policy in 

2016. A task force has been established to review projects to ensure that 

Complete Streets principles are incorporated into development plans 

with particular attention to pedestrian/bicycle paths between key points 

in Canton along with improved traffic flow and enhanced safety for 

walkers, riders, and drivers.  

 

The Canton Sustainability Committee has also been very active, advising 

the municipality on policies, practices, and projects that improve the 

Village’s sustainability and resilience. Among its very successful efforts 

were solar pro-

jects throughout the community. Through a NYSERDA grant, Canton 

launched the Solarize Canton campaign, which led to the 

installation of 30 solar energy systems installed on residences in 

Canton – leading state-wide solarize efforts, even in much larger 

cities. The committee also worked closely with the municipal 

government to install a solar array that will power Village 

operations, drastically reducing Canton’s carbon footprint.  Finally, 

the Sustainability Committee led the successful effort to achieve 

Climate Smart Community the Clean Energy Community 

distinctions, making Canton eligible for grants to implement 

sustainability-related projects. 

 

Canton has also worked to secure funding to improve waterfront 

access through grants that fund a pedestrian walkway linking the 

two downtown island parks. Additional plans for revitalizing the 

waterfront include a whitewater play park with recreational access 

to the river – for which a feasibility study was completed in 2017 – to bring more visitors to play and shop in downtown Canton 

and develop the economic infrastructure necessary to house, feed, and provide supplies to these visitors. A river walk is also 

included to highlight and provide access to the natural beauty of the Grasse River. 

Mock-up of Grasse River Walkway 



21 Canton NY 

Public Support 
The many years of vision setting, strategic planning, grant applications, 

and implementation have been bolstered by substantial public 

participation and engagement of key stakeholders. 

 

The Village and Town of Canton have a unique multi-stakeholder 

approach to economic development that includes an Economic 

Development Consortium and Economic Development Steering 

Committee in addition to two paid staff members. The Consortium is an 

advisory group that meets at least twice a year, while the Steering 

Committee is a working group that meets monthly. The Consortium’s 

current members are the principals of the Town, Village, St. Lawrence 

University, SUNY Canton, Canton Central School, United Helpers, and St. 

Lawrence Health System, and the Director of Economic Development 

ex-officio. The Consortium members’ commitment to economic and 

community development efforts in Canton is substantial and 

unwavering; they provide oversight and contribute financially to 

economic and community development in Canton. (Members of the 

Consortium have provided letters of support for this application; those 

letters have been attached, along with several others from interested 

and committed community stakeholders.) 

 

The Steering Committee is made up of designees from each of the Consortium members, including two each from the Town 

and Village Boards, the Director of Economic Development, a representative of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, and 

two at-large community members. This structure allows for regular communication and collaboration on all community and 

economic development efforts in Canton. 

 

Community and economic development activities in Canton are guided by several planning documents that have been 

completed and are underway.  They include the Canton Community Action Plan, Canton Grasse River Waterfront 

Revitalization Plan, and the Village of Canton Brownfield Opportunity Area Pre-Nomination Study, which have all been vetted 

by the community through a public participation process, and formally adopted. In progress are a Comprehensive Plan, 

Master Trail Plan, and Grasse River Blueway Trail Plan, all of which are undergoing a similar public participation component 

before being adopted by the community. 
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The proposed revitalization district is within the boundaries of Grasse River 

Waterfront Revitalization Plan, which was a collaborative effort of 

Canton’s Waterfront Advisory Committee. The plan was heavily 

influenced by two public hearings and was created by a committee is 

made up of two appointed representatives of the Village, the Town, and 

the Grasse River Heritage Area Development Corporation, and the 

economic development staff. The committee continues to advise on 

projects and priorities that affect Canton’s waterfront areas including the 

Grasse River, a focal point of the Canton Grasse River Revitalization 

District. 

 

As indicated above, Canton is in the process of developing a 

Comprehensive Plan, a joint project of the Town and Village of Canton 

and Village of Rensselaer Falls. The 15 members of the Comprehensive 

Plan Committee are representative of the communities, including 

members of the Town and Village boards, planning boards, ZBAs, and 

people who represent families, schools, and local businesses. The process  

of developing the plan has involved two well-attended public 

information sessions, including one with a component focused 

specifically on the Downtown Revitalization Initiative (report attached). 

The plan website includes wide-ranging public information and offers a 

link for public comment; considerable feedback has been received for 

the committee’s consideration. 

 

In recent years Canton has enjoyed significant public engagement 

and participation in a wide range of areas, with strong volunteer 

participation on other committees like Sustainability, Complete Streets, 

Tree, Trails, all of whose members offer critical input and feedback. 

 

The Director of Economic Development, Leigh Rodriguez, will be the 

initial local lead for the program that will work with outside experts to 

convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan. 

 

Community members provide input on Downtown Revitalization at public forum 

Community members provide input on Downtown Revitalization at public forum 

https://cantonny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Water_Project.pdf
https://cantonny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Water_Project.pdf
https://cantonnycomprehensiveplan.com/
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Project List 
 

 

SUNY Canton Entrepreneurship Accelerator 
 

SUNY Canton proposes to renovate derelict property in downtown Canton and create an Entrepreneurship Accelerator (EA), 

which will provide entrepreneurs from the campus and the broader community with resources, mentoring, and space to start 

their own small businesses.  

 

The EA will capitalize on SUNY Canton’s academic programs and resources, rooted in STEM and applied learning. By 

partnering with SUNY Canton’s Small Business Development Center, along with area development agencies, companies, 

and mentors, the EA will create unprecedented opportunities for both students and members of the community by offering 

free and low-cost programs in business planning, entrepreneurship, and marketing, and provide practical training and 

mentorship necessary to create successful start-up businesses and support scale-ups and succession planning. It will also host 

start-up companies, distance-workers and other small businesses in its facility and house a state-of-the-art makerspace for 

innovation and invention.   

 

With planned outreach into PreK-12 schools, the EA will create a pipeline of entrepreneurship that will continue to grow the 

Canton and regional economies for future generations.  

 

Projected Cost: $9 million  
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Whitewater Play Park  

 
The St. Lawrence County Whitewater Park; Feasibility Analysis, Market Assessment, and Economic Impact of Whitewater Parks 

in Colton, Canton, and Potsdam, New York was completed in 2017. To garner the most economic impact, the study 

recommends that sites in the 3 communities be developed to create a regional attraction. Both anecdotal and documented 

evidence included in the report suggests such a park would be a significant attractor. The Canton piece of the project will 

create a river-centered park designed to provide for in-stream recreation, including kayaking, tubing, and rafting in the heart 

of Downtown Canton. 

 

The vision is for a run‐of‐the‐river 

type whitewater park at the Falls 

Island site. These parks are typically 

built on a section of steep and 

continuously flowing riverbed; the 

Falls Island site is well suited for a 

national level whitewater park.  

 

As part of a recent LWRP award, 

funds to support design of the park 

have been awarded to the Town 

DOS. The DRI could fund the 

construction of the whitewater play 

park, which would be the second of 

a proposed three parks in St. 

Lawrence County that would 

partner to be a regional attraction 

for recreational tourism. The 

proposed Canton park has the 

potential to host larger, professional 

events and bring significant 

economic activity to the 

community. 

 

Projected Cost: $1M 
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Riverside Revolution  
 

This project will create mixed restaurant, retail, and residential space replacing long-vacant, blighted waterfront property. 

The proposal includes acquisition of property at 24/25/27/29 Riverside Drive by a private investor. The project will demolish 

the current 5,666 square foot vacant, blighted building and construct a mixed-use structure. This key waterfront site is located 

in both a NYSDOS Brownfield Opportunity Area and Waterfront Revitalization Area and has been identified as a priority for 

redevelopment in the Riverside Drive corridor. The new 

structure will incorporate public access into its design.  

  

The building to be constructed is approximately 19,232 

square feet with commercial/retail space on the first, 

and second level and residential space is planned for 

the second and third stories. The lot across the street at 

24 Riverside Drive will be converted to a parking area for 

the residential tenants and businesses occupying the 

commercial units. This will stimulate an estimated $2.18 

million in private investment ($3.18 million total project), 

revitalize a critical commercial corridor and gateway in 

our downtown, and improve housing options. It will begin 

our Riverside Renaissance as outlined in the Canton 

Grasse River Waterfront Revitalization Plan. 

 

The vision for the project is to draw people to Canton to 

live and socialize in the community by providing a mixed-

use space. A better utilization of the waterfront as well as 

a fresh and modern looking structure will draw tenants to 

the rentals as well as business to the commercial spaces. 

A 2017 Restore NY application was unsuccessful. 

 

Projected Cost: $3.18 Million 
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Riverfront Re-Creation 

 
This project will develop waterfront retail and restaurant space mixed with 

short/medium-stay residences. 

 

A potential developer has a vision for recreating a historic structure that 

previously graced the shoreline of the Grasse River, taking advantage of 

the scenic and recreational potential of the river. Design ideas include a 

restaurant and small outdoor retail shop, with extended stay residences 

on the upper floors. Both this and the Riverside Revolution plans fit well 

with the vision of the local Canton community. A stated goal of the 

Grasse River Waterfront Revitalization Plan adopted by the community in 2010 and updated in 2017 is to “revitalize and 

strengthen the local economy by encouraging the development and redevelopment of waterfront properties into an 

appropriate mix of uses” and “encourage and support the development of new water-dependent and water-enhanced 

commercial and residential opportunities that provide direct and indirect public access to the River.” 

 

Projected cost: $4 million 

 

Canton Arts Park 

 

This project will create a year-round art, performance, and play space on the Grasse 

River 

  

Grasse River Heritage’s goal is to develop an art park on Willow Island that is rooted 

in the heritage and natural resources of the area. The plan is to continue the art 

theme currently embodied in the sculpture garden and add an amphitheater and 

playground. The space will be accessible, both in terms of physical or other 

disabilities, but also projects and activities will be accessible to groups regardless of 

class and age and will be open and available year-round. 

 

A design charrette was held with a focus group comprising residents with specific interests and expertise related to arts and 

recreation and facilitated by a local architect. Ideas are being used to develop a plan with the goal of implementing within 

the next 1-2 years. GRH enjoys substantial community support in terms of funding and volunteer capacity. 
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  Other Key Projects 

 
 Canton Village Green 

o Repair & rehabilitate historic 

fountain  

o Improve pedestrian walkways and 

landscaping 

 

 Pedestrian walkway connecting Coakley 

& Willow Islands 

 

 Small business grant & revolving loan fund 

o Provide micro-funding and loans for 

small businesses for purchasing, 

internal/external renovations, 

inventory, succession, etc. 

 

 Reconfiguration of three-street 

intersection to make it safer for drivers, 

bikers, and pedestrians 

 

 Rehabilitation of the historic American 

Theater and landmark Marquee on Main 

Street 

Potential Sites for Development & 

Improvement 
 
 Jubilee Plaza  

 

 Family Dollar (riverfront) 

 

 Riverside Drive BOA 

 

 Former Bell’s auto service  

 

 American Theater 

 

 Canton Village Green & Fountain 
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Administrative Capacity 
 

Canton’s Office of Economic Development stands ready to administer the DRI initiative, if awarded.  The office currently 

staffs a full-time Director of Economic Development and a part-time assistant; they are supported by other administrative 

staff in the clerks’ offices and the Economic Development Steering Committee and a joint Village-Town Economic 

Development Steering Committee.   

 

The Director of Economic Development, Leigh Rodriguez, will be the primary staff member responsible for the administration 

of the DRI. Ms. Rodriguez has a BS in Business Administration with a concentration in accounting, and a Certificate of 

Paralegal Studies. She has 10 years of experience in the administration and delivery of community/ economic/business 

development programs gained through previous employment with the St. Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency 

(CDBG Microenterprise, USDA RBEG, Empire State Development, SLCIDA Workforce Development Programs) and in the past 

three years in Canton (USDA RBEG, New York Main Street, Northern Border Regional Commission, Empire State Development, 

Department of State, DASNY, CDBG Microenterprise, DEC, etc). Ms. Rodriguez also has 10 years of experience as a real estate 

paralegal and VP of a Certified Development Corporation doing documentation, closing and funding of U.S. Small Business 

Administration 504 loans. 

 

Hiring additional staff would be considered if workload from oversight of existing and concurrent projects in addition to the 

DRI creates the need.  
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Other 
Canton’s greatest strengths also present one of its most significant 

challenges: as the county seat with two universities, an impressive 

public-school complex, and an expanding health system, only 33 

percent of the properties are taxable. If the Village is to lessen this tax 

burden, we need to encourage new development and private 

investment. DRI funds would help increase the tax base for the Village 

and reduce the burden on property owners, increasing their standard 

of living. With 20% of the population in the Village living in poverty, 

economic development, job creation, and an increase in the standard 

of living provides crucial opportunities for Canton residents of all income 

levels.  

 

The community continues to express deep frustration and impatience 

with the derelict condition of prime downtown properties, Jubilee Plaza and the riverfront among them, for which they see 

tremendous potential. The state of delinquent properties was raised repeatedly in public sessions related to the DRI and 

Comprehensive Plan. Decades of disinvestment in Canton, as in many upstate communities, have made some owners 

reluctant to make substantial investments in those properties. A DRI award would help overcome these hurdles. 

 

Canton has been positioning itself for an opportunity like the one presented by the Downtown Revitalization Initiative for 

many years. As demonstrated in the responses above, planning and legwork have been ongoing for a number of major 

projects in key downtown areas through Brownfield, Local Waterfront Revitalization, New York Main Street, Restore New York, 

Empire State Development, Northern Border Regional Commission, St. Lawrence River Valley Redevelopment Agency, 

CDBG, and other local, state, and federal programs. We have indeed been committed to ensuring that Canton is a vibrant 

community where the next generation of New Yorkers will want to live, work, and raise a family and visitors and tourists from 

nearby and around the world will want to come and stay. 

 

We are organized, committed, engaged, and have support from our leadership and community to carry out a Downtown 

Revitalization Initiative award. It would indeed be transformative, not only for Canton, but for the entire region, which looks 

to the community as the center of commercial and cultural activity. We have a history of investing in our community and 

stand beside our commitment to continue to do so. This is the moment we have been waiting for.  

We are ready. 





 

This document was prepared with funding provided by the New York State Department of State under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection 
Fund. 
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VILLAGE OF CANTON  
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE – COMMUNITY 

DISCUSSION  
PUBLIC FEEDBACK SUMMARY  

Purpose: Downtown Revitalization Initiative – Community Discussion 
Date and Time: May 24, 2018, 6:30-8:00 PM 
Location: St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES, 40 W. Main, Canton 
Attendees: See Attachment A 

 
 

Agenda Item Discussion 

Downtown 
Community 

Meeting 
Overview 

On May 24, 2018, the Village of Canton hosted a Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative Community Discussion in conjunction with a public workshop for the 
comprehensive plan. Approximately 33 members of the public participated in 
the workshop.  The purpose of the downtown-focused meeting was to gather 
input and feedback on projects that can help to revitalize Canton’s downtown 
core in preparation for the Village’s application to the Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative.  Downtown Canton serves as the economic, social, cultural, municipal 
and residential center of the town and surrounding areas. The benefit of hosting 
the Downtown Community Discussion in conjunction with the comprehensive 
plan workshop was to better understand the significant impact downtown has 
and can have in the future of the surrounding Town of Canton, Village of 
Rensselaer Falls and the region.  
 

Summary of 
Public 
Comments 

Meeting participants had an opportunity to share their ideas about downtown 
revitalization specific projects. The following is a summary of comments from 
meeting participants: 
 
 Make park/green a truly well-maintained, town-owned space with 

playground, barbecue pits, band shell. Families will use it and spend 
money in downtown businesses.  

 Take ownership of the Jubilee Plaza and redevelop and beautify it. Include 
a community market, green grocer, baker, butcher, outdoor café, etc. 

 Jubilee plaza is a treasure awaiting the community’s attention and 
development.  

 Help new business owners sustain their businesses. Support them by 
providing feedback so they can improve and serve the community well 
and stay in business.  

 Get people into every apartment and second story in the historic center 
of the Village. 



 

This document was prepared with funding provided by the New York State Department of State under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection 
Fund. 

 
2 

 Create commercial opportunities for those people to shop and work. 
Encourage development within the Village center before any expansion 
outside of Village limits.  

 Improve zoning code to make starting a business in the historic district 
the best option while maintaining the current classic character.  

 Food courts in Jubilee 
 Jubilee – rebuild as business incubator. Storefronts in conjunction with 

entrepreneurial programs at area colleges. Support those businesses with 
free rent but require student entrepreneurs to stay one year beyond 
graduation to see  how the business goes. Maybe some will stay/expand 
in Canton.  

 Close off a side street and allow only pedestrian access (Hodskin Street) 
 Quality signs for all businesses to make more visible and classy 
 Jubilee Plaza 
 More retail and restaurants, fewer offices on Main Street 
 Don’t forget about the 20+ percent of low income people in the town and 

serve them too 
 Start-up/incubator/accelerator 
 Internet café  
 Brew pub on the water 
 Make Main Street Bike friendly 
 Redevelopment/reuse of vacant/blighted/underutilized properties, 

especially in Brownfield areas and on Waterfront 
 Do something about the vacant Jubilee Plaza; leaving it vacant sends a 

bad signal about disinvestment 
 Build a Rushton Canoe Museum and workshop for kids/adults on riverside 

Drive at Inside Track location with canoe access and tied into Grasse River 
Trail. Hundreds of canoeists come to Canton. Model the Rushton Museum 
after the Perterborough Canoe Museum in Canada 

 Develop island as park with arts emphasis 
 Upper floor residential on Main Street 
 Performing arts center (music, theatre, dance) 
 Utilization of space that will bring people into the downtown 
 Outfitter/guide business 

 
This summary conveys our understanding of the items discussed and agreements reached at this meeting. 
Please forward any additions, corrections and/or questions to my attention. 
Submitted by: 
 
Andrew Gillcrist  
MJ Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C. 
 
cc: Comprehensive Plan Committee, New York State Department of State (NYS DOS) Representative, File 
 

For additional project information, please visit the following link: 
https://cantonnycomprehensiveplan.com/  

https://cantonnycomprehensiveplan.com/
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Anthony G. Collins and Garry Douglas, REDC Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Development Council 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, NY 13601 
 
Dear North Country DRI Selection Team: 
 
With extraordinary enthusiasm and optimism, we write on behalf of the Village of Canton in 
support of Canton’s Downtown Revitalization Initiative application. 
 
Canton is ready! We are poised for development and transformation. This North Country hub has 
so much potential to be the vibrant community that attracts people to our region – and keeps them 
here – to live, work, and raise their families. 
 
Working as a team – collaboratively and constructively – the Town and Village of Canton, along 
with key stakeholders, including St. Lawrence University, SUNY Canton, St. Lawrence Health 
System, United Helpers/Sparx, the Chamber of Commerce, and local businesses, have laid the 
groundwork over the last several years for thoughtful and concerted economic and community 
growth. 
 
Our planning and work on Main Street enhancements, waterfront revitalization, local food security, 
sustainable energy development, infrastructure improvements, housing upgrades, transportation 
efficiency and safety, and community beautification and resiliency demonstrate our community’s 
readiness and eagerness for development and revitalization. The most recent Canton Community 
Action Plan, and current work on a Canton Comprehensive Plan – a joint effort between the Town 
and Village – demonstrate substantial input from key stakeholders and the public, and a 
collaborative spirit and focus on public engagement. 
 
Canton is the St. Lawrence County seat, and proud home of two outstanding universities, a fine 
public school system, and an excellent and expanding healthcare delivery system. It is also the home 
of a diverse population who choose to live and work in the North Country and who are eager to see 
the community’s potential fulfilled – for the Canton and for the region as a whole. 
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The Village Board of Trustees, with consistent feedback from our community, wholeheartedly 
supports this application to the North Country Downtown Revitalization Initiative. Funds from a 
DRI award would allow Canton to build on the thinking, planning, and dreaming of the last decade 
or more to build and sustain a robust and vibrant community that will continue to be a wonderful 
place to work, live, and play, and attract people from all over the world to visit. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of all he ways Canton could benefit from and 
contribute to our region if awarded this DRI grant. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Dalton, Mayor 
and 
Carol Pynchon, Deputy Mayor and Trustee 
Beth Larrabee, Trustee 
Sean O’Brien, Trustee 
Klaus Proemm, Trustee 
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 	



 
 
 
 
 
May 25, 2018 
 
Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas: 
 
We would like to express our enthusiastic support for the application being made to the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative program by the community of Canton, New York.  
 
We are the owners of 24 East Main Street Bed & Breakfast, celebrating 10 years in business this 
year. We started out with three rooms and now have five rooms, nine long-term rental units and 
one commercial building. Our investments have been focused on giving new life and increasing 
housing opportunities on East Main Street, a former eye-sore. It is important to our business, 
visiting guests and young professionals (our primary rental market) that Canton is a vibrant, 
attractive community.  
 
We have been developing our plans to purchase a commercial building in the downtown, Grasse 
River waterfront corridor. Our original $4 million plan included a historic renovation with 
restaurant and boutique hotel overlooking the River. Both uses present a high level of risk.  We 
have secured architectural drawings and a verbal commitment from a bank; the risk of demand 
and return on investment still remains. We are now looking at a phased development, with an 
eatery first and apartments on the second level.  
 
We have often said ‘if several big things happened at the same time, we would feel more 
comfortable taking the risk’. The DRI would provide the boost needed to make several projects, in 
similar situations, a reality, quickly transforming Canton into a vibrant college town with a 
summer tourism industry.  
 
The potential for additional growth and the transformation of our downtown as a Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative community is enormous. With the resources available through the initiative, 
Canton's recent and current strategic planning endeavors - including the Canton Community Action Plan, 
the Brownfield Opportunity Area, a new Comprehensive Plan, and the Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Plan - can be realized: the redevelopment of vacant and under-utilized properties and investment in 
infrastructure will lead to desirable new space for businesses and housing. The enhancement of 
recreational amenities will grow the quality of life and attractiveness in the heart of the community, 
fueling further population growth. As a result, Canton will achieve its vision as a community that 
tomorrow's workforce, business starters, and community leaders are drawn to because of a thriving 
downtown and vibrant community core. 
 
We remains committed to being a partner to our home community in its Revitalization efforts, and we 
enthusiastically endorse a Downtown Revitalization Initiative in Canton. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brooke & Charles Rouse 





June 1, 2018 
 
Anthony G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, NY 13601 
 
Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas: 
 
The Canton Community Fund (CCF) Board of Directors expresses its enthusiastic support for the 
application being made to the Downtown Revitalization Initiative program by the community of 
Canton, New York.  
 
The CCF is not like a typical business or agency or service.  We don't actually do anything with 
regard to community development. We are a community-oriented philanthropic organization 
that raises money and then gives it away, in the form of grants to non-profits whose mission is 
to improve the quality of life in Canton in numerous ways. 
 
We are currently operating with a principal of nearly a quarter million dollars, almost exclusively 
in the form of small donations from citizens who care about their community. From a population 
of only about 6,300, I believe that's a significant commitment, and one that shows broad-based 
engagement in Canton's well-being. 
 
And to whom do we give grants? Let me provide a sample list from the past few years: 
 
>The Village of Canton, as a pass-through for a bicycle repair station, for upgrades to our outdoor 
basketball court, for computer upgrades for the Town and Village Historian, for The Remington 
Arts Festival, and for much more 
 
>Canton Free Library 
 
>Canton Day Care Center 
 
>Canton Park & Fountain Fund, for repairs to the fountain 
 
>Churches of Canton, for a new freezer for their food bank 
 
>The St. Lawrence County Arts Council, for the St. Lawrence International Film Festival, one of 
whose venues was the American Theater on Main Street 
 
>Canton Central School 
 
>Grasse River Heritage 
 
>The Grasse River Players 



 
>Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY) 
 
>The St. Lawrence County Historical Association, to showcase barn quilts at its headquarters on 
Main Street 
 
And that's just some of them. The diversity of community organizations that we have helped over 
our 18 years of existence demonstrates the citizenry's wide-ranging interest in helping Canton be 
a vibrant and welcoming community.  
 
In the interest of transparency, the Canton Community Fund's interest is not solely in downtown 
– it is in the community as a whole. But many of our grants benefit the downtown area by bringing 
people in. The Remington Arts Festival, for example, draws people into Canton, where they 
patronize downtown stores, restaurants, cultural attractions such as TAUNY's exhibits, and so on. 
And that activity benefits all of us in the long run.  
 
The CCF Board of Directors consists of nine residents from all walks of life who believe strongly 
enough in their community to volunteer their time to raise funds and then distribute those funds 
to organizations that are equally committed to the best quality of life possible for their fellow 
Cantonians. We heartily endorse Canton as a worthy recipient of a Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative; it will be a show of faith repaid many times over. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Neal Burdick 
 
Neal Burdick 
President, Canton Community Fund Board of Directors 
 





	
	
Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas: 
 
I would like to express our enthusiastic support for the application being made to the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative program by the community of Canton, New York. With many investments in 
downtown redevelopment and strategic planning endeavors in recent years, Canton is perfectly poised to 
execute transformative projects with the support from the Downtown Revitalization Initiative- to make 
Canton's downtown a draw for a diversity of people with business opportunities, job growth, a range of 
quality housing, recreation, and the highest quality of life. 
 
Deep Root Center for Self-Directed Learning, located at 7 Main Street on the second floor, shares a critical 
symbiotic relationship with our host community. Deep Root Center is a learning center which provides 
crucial resources for youth who, for multiple reasons leave the traditional school system, to take charge of 
their own education. Our students utilize the surrounding shops and parks on a daily basis. They also take 
advantage of volunteer and apprenticeship opportunities and audit classes at SUNY Canton. In turn, we 
depend on Canton to be a vibrant and welcoming community. We rely on our community neighbors – 
organizations, institutions, and individuals who volunteer to teach classes and share their knowledge and 
talents with our students. We are therefore committed to working with Canton to enhance its vitality, 
particularly in the downtown. 
 
Much has already been done to make downtown Canton a desirable place to live, work, study, and play: 
The Heritage Islands on the Grasse River were redeveloped from a state of blighted buildings to heavily-
used parks. Deep Root Center’s youngest students spend a great deal of time at Heritage Park. They have 
“adopted” it by cleaning up litter, etc. when they are there. The large and vacant Gray Lanes building is 
now fully occupied with businesses and condominiums as the Rushton Place. Storefronts and building 
facades have gotten facelifts through the NY Main Street program, this includes the space that Deep Root 
Center occupies. The community worked with the Department of Transportation on Main Street 
improvements. Parks, trails and other recreational resources have been expanded.  
 
These are but examples of the many improvements that have been made in Canton. They are the result of 
the relentless collaborative work of many dedicated stakeholders and prior investments by New York State. 
As a result of these efforts we are seeing growth in our community. Unlike much of the region, Canton has 
had a growth in its overall population. 
 
Yet the potential for additional growth and the transformation of our downtown as a Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative community is enormous. With the resources available through the initiative, 
Canton's recent and current strategic planning endeavors - including the Canton Community Action Plan, 



the Brownfield Opportunity Area, a new Comprehensive Plan, and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
- can be realized: the redevelopment of vacant and under-utilized properties and investment in infrastructure 
will lead to desirable new space for businesses and housing. The enhancement of recreational amenities 
will grow the quality of life and attractiveness in the heart of the community, fueling further population 
growth. As a result, Canton will achieve its vision as a community that tomorrow's workforce, business 
starters, and community leaders are drawn to because of a thriving downtown and vibrant community core. 
 
Deep Root Center for Self-Directed Learning remains committed to being a partner to our home community 
in its Revitalization efforts, and we enthusiastically endorse a Downtown Revitalization Initiative in 
Canton. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Maria Corse 
Executive Director and Founder 
Deep Root Center for Self-Directed Learning 
 
	









Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs
North Country Regional Economic Development Council
Empire State Development
Dulles State Office Building
Watertown, New York 13601

Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas:

I  would  like  to  express  our  enthusiastic  support  for  the  application  being  made  to  the  Downtown
Revitalization Initiative program by the community of Canton, New York. With many investments in
downtown redevelopment and strategic planning endeavors in recent years, Canton is perfectly poised to
execute transformative projects with the support from the Downtown Revitalization Initiative- to make
Canton's downtown a draw for a diversity of people with business opportunities, job growth, a range of
quality housing, recreation, and the highest quality of life. Between the new hospital as well as the four
universities nearby, Canton has the ability to blossom into a charming and attractive downtown. 

Hodge LLC shares a critical symbiotic relationship with our host community. Luna, which is the current
company operating under Hodge LLC, provides local women with clothing, undergarments, shoes, gifts,
etc. which they would not normally have access to in Canton. This past May, I was awarded the Young
Entrepreneur  of  the  Year  for  District  21 in  NY State  by the SBA. The community has  been hugely
supportive of my current business and my future ideas for development. I am personally dedicated to
making my hometown of Canton a vibrant and attractive place for people to stay and aspire to take up
residency. I have many plans for future businesses, not limited to my proposed Restore NY project which
fit  perfectly into the comprehensive plan for the town, waterfront revitalization plan and dealt  with a
brownfield site in the village. I would love to provide the local men with the same services I provide to
women as well as a unique dining experience for Canton. The plan also included mid to upscale housing
above the commercial spaces. Countless other ideas have been thought through on my part and I am
prepared to carry out the ideas with the help of the DRI. In turn, we depend on Canton to be a vibrant and
welcoming  community.  I  am  therefore  committed  to  working  with  Canton  to  enhance  its  vitality,
particularly in the downtown. I will feel committed to keeping my ideas and energy in the area if we can
continue to actively revitalize Canton and make it worth my time and personal investment. 

Much has already been done to make downtown Canton a desirable place to live, work, study, and play:
The Heritage Islands on the Grasse River were redeveloped from a state of blighted buildings to heavily-
used  parks.  The  large  and  vacant  Gray  Lanes  building  is  now  fully  occupied  with  businesses  and
condominiums as the Rushton Place. Storefronts and building facades have gotten facelifts through the
NY Main Street program. The community worked with the Department of Transportation on Main Street
improvements. Parks, trails and other recreational resources have been expanded.

These are but examples of the many improvements that have been made in Canton. They are the result of
the relentless collaborative work of many dedicated stakeholders and prior investments by New York
State. As a result of these efforts we are seeing growth in our community. Unlike much of the region,
Canton has had a growth in its overall population. As a native to Canton, I have noticed in the four years
that I have been back that Canton is on an upswing and would like to continue in the right direction.

The  potential  for  additional  growth  and  the  transformation  of  our  downtown  as  a  Downtown
Revitalization  Initiative  community is  enormous.  With  the  resources  available  through the  initiative,
Canton's recent and current strategic planning endeavors - including the Canton Community Action Plan,
the Brownfield Opportunity Area, a new Comprehensive Plan, and the Local Waterfront Revitalization
Plan -  can be realized:  the  redevelopment  of  vacant  and under-utilized properties  and investment  in
infrastructure  will  lead  to  desirable  new  space  for  businesses  and  housing.  The  enhancement  of
recreational  amenities will  grow the quality of life and attractiveness in the heart  of  the community,
fueling  further  population  growth.  As  a  result,  Canton  will  achieve  its  vision  as  a  community  that



tomorrow's  workforce,  business  starters,  and  community  leaders  are  drawn to  because  of  a  thriving
downtown and vibrant community core.

Hodge LLC and me as an individual remain committed to being a partner to our home community in its
Revitalization efforts, and we enthusiastically endorse a Downtown Revitalization Initiative in Canton.

Sincerely,



Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas: 
 
I would like to express our enthusiastic support for the application being made to the Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
program by the community of Canton, New York. With many investments in downtown redevelopment and strategic 
planning endeavors in recent years, Canton is perfectly poised to execute transformative projects with the support from the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative- to make Canton's downtown a draw for a diversity of people with business 
opportunities, job growth, a range of quality housing, recreation, and the highest quality of life. 
 
Towle Chiropractic shares a critical symbiotic relationship with our community. My office is located in downtown Canton. 
It is directly across the street from our lovely Farmer’s Market. It is less than a block from the shops and restaurants on 
Main Street. We get a significant number of our patients by foot and by bike. We notice that we are busier on days when 
foot traffic is higher. Growth in downtown is vital to our business growth. We are therefore committed to working with 
Canton to enhance its vitality, particularly in the downtown. 
 
Much has already been done to make downtown Canton a desirable place to live, work, study, and play: The Heritage 
Islands on the Grasse River were redeveloped from a state of blighted buildings to heavily-used parks. The large and vacant 
Gray Lanes building is now fully occupied with businesses and condominiums as the Rushton Place. Storefronts and 
building facades have gotten facelifts through the NY Main Street program. The community worked with the Department 
of Transportation on Main Street improvements. Parks, trails and other recreational resources have been expanded.  
 
These are just a few examples of the many improvements that have been made in Canton. They are the result of the relentless 
collaborative work of many dedicated stakeholders and prior investments by New York State. As a result of these efforts, 
we are seeing growth in our community. Unlike much of the region, Canton has had a growth in its overall population. 
 
Yet the potential for additional growth and the transformation of our downtown as a Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
community is enormous. With the resources available through the initiative, Canton's recent and current strategic planning 
endeavors - including the Canton Community Action Plan, the Brownfield Opportunity Area, a new Comprehensive Plan, 
and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan - can be realized: the redevelopment of vacant and under-utilized properties 
and investment in infrastructure will lead to desirable new space for businesses and housing. The enhancement of 
recreational amenities will grow the quality of life and attractiveness in the heart of the community, fueling further 
population growth. As a result, Canton will achieve its vision as a community that tomorrow's workforce, business starters, 
and community leaders are drawn to because of a thriving downtown and vibrant community core. 
 
Towle Chiropractic remains committed to being a partner to our home community in its Revitalization efforts, and we 
enthusiastically endorse a Downtown Revitalization Initiative in Canton. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Lisa Francey Towle 
 
 
Dr. Lisa Francey Towle 







Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas: 
 
When I think of a community that offers a wide range of educational, cultural, social, and historical 
opportunities, all compressed in a quaint and quality environment, Canton, New York immediately 
comes to mind. 
 
Our downtown is the centerpiece of the community and has maintained vibrancy over many 
decades. But as we all know, the economy in a small town such as Canton, New York has its ups 
and downs. Outside funding sources play a major role in revitalization efforts and in Canton, an 
award like this one would be monumental. 
 
Over the years, many players in the community have worked diligently to enhance the downtown 
atmosphere. Heritage Park featuring Heritage Islands on the Grasse River replaced blighted 
buildings and is now well utilized by tourists and locals alike. Across the river from the park, a 
long-time bowling alley has been transformed into Rushton Place – an attractive home to 
businesses and condominiums. A NY Main Street program has enabled facelifts on storefronts and 
building faces. 
 
A few years ago, Main Street Canton was the recipient of a major reconstruction project with 
ancient infrastructure replaced and the overall look of the downtown landscape improved. The 
Main Street Bridge, which plays host to approximately 20,000 vehicles daily, is currently in a 
major 5-6 month reconstruction project. This total project package is an ideal example of how a 
community strives to improve the economic climate in Canton, New York.  
 
Canton has high aesthetic values with continuous efforts to maintain the village’s attractiveness. 
In fact, the community has been rallying behind a capital campaign to repair the historic fountain 
in Canton Village Park – just another example of community pride. 
 
Canton, New York is moving in a positive direction and with the support from the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative (DRI), great things will happen. As the editor of Canton’s local 
newspaper, The St. Lawrence Plaindealer, I am fully aware of the needs for growth; something 
that cannot be fully accomplished without DRI funding.    
 
I fully support this application and hope council representatives will help Canton, New York fulfill 
plans for its future. 
 
Sincerely  
 
Paul D. Mitchell 









 

 
101 Main Street, Canton NY 13617 ● 315-386-4000 ● www.VisitSTLC.com 

 

 
May 29, 2018 

 

Mr. Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Mr. Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs  

North Country Regional Development Council  

Dulles State Office Building Watertown, New York 13601  

 

Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas:  

 

I enthusiastically support Canton’s efforts to secure a Downtown Revitalization Initiative Grant. The 

St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce is a 500 business membership network and serves as 

the Tourism Promotion Agent in the County in partnership with Empire State Development’s I 

LOVE NY tourism department.  

 

Canton is strategically located as a cross-roads for business and pleasure in St. Lawrence County; the 

community has substantial traffic through the downtown from the international markets of Ottawa 

and Kingston from the north and from the Adirondacks in the South. People travel through Canton – 

there is tremendous potential for more people to STOP in Canton to enjoy, spend and engage. The 

plan presented by Canton will do just that.  

 

Projects such as the whitewater park and redevelopment of the commercial corridor (currently a 

brownfield) along the proposed park location on Riverside Drive would not only spur small business 

development, increased visitation in the downtown, and provide a destination attraction for 

surrounding paddling enthusiasts, but it would create an outdoor community space attractive to 

millenials, helping to retain the existing workforce and new families. The Grasse River runs through 

the downtown and can be a catalyst for very unique development.  

 

As the County seat, with a number of large employers headquartered in town, and home to two 

colleges, the population provides a dynamic culture ripe for entrepreneurship and diverse 

experiences. Canton has been proactive in planning and development, but struggles with several 

underdeveloped and brownfield sites that hinder the image and opportunities for growth. This grant 

could be a turning point, not only for the Canton community, but for residents across the County who 

work, shop and recreate in Canton and for the greater region who can directly access its cultural and 

natural assets for their enjoyment.  

 

Please support this application, and see how a small town can have a huge impact on a rural and 

impoverished County.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brooke Rouse 

Executive Director 

 





May 31,2018 

STLAWRENCE 
UNIVERSITY 

Downtown Revitalization Initiative Selection Committee 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, New York 13601 

Dear North Country DRI Selection Committee members: 

On behalf of St. Lawrence University, I would like to express our enthusiastic support for the Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative application being submitted by the community of Canton, New York. 

St. Lawrence University shares a symbiotic relationship with our host community: With more than 800 employees, 
approximately 2,500 students, and many thousands of visitors every year, the university is a primary economic engine 
in Canton. In turn, we depend on Canton to be a vibrant and welcoming community to our faculty, staff, students, 
and visitors. We therefore recognize the critical need to further enhance Canton's vitality. This is particularly true in 
downtown, which is the heart of our community and an area dramatically poised for transformation and growth in 
business opportunities, redeveloped commercial properties, job growth, a range of quality housing, recreation, and 
the highest quality of life. In the current environment, it is the Downtown Revitalization Initiative support that would 
spur the investment in such growth. 

Many prior investments in downtown redevelopment and intense strategic planning endeavors in recent years have 
moved Canton in the right direction, and St. Lawrence University has been a partner in many of those efforts. 
Planning endeavors such as the Canton Community Action Plan, the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan, the Grasse 
River Blueway, a Brownfield Opportunity Area study, and the Comprehensive Plan (currently being updated) have 
culminated in a clear vision for downtown revitalization and identified the actions for realizing that vision. 

Additional projects have been completed to make downtown Canton a desirable place to live, work, study, and play: 
The Heritage Islands on the Grasse River were redeveloped from a state of blighted buildings to constantly-used 
parks. The large and vacant Gray Lanes building is now fully occupied with businesses and condominiums as the 
Rushton Place. Storefronts and building facades have gotten facelifts through the NY Main Street program. The 
community worked with the Department of Transportation on Main Street improvements. Parks, trails and other 
recreational resources have been expanded. These are but examples of the many improvements that have been 
made in Canton. They are the result of the relentless collaborative work of many dedicated stakeholders and prior 
investments by New York State. St. Lawrence University has been a partner in many of these efforts, through co
investment or the participation of our faculty, staff, and students. 

Numerous other identified projects would be realized with the resources of the Downtown Revitalization Initiative, 
such as the Whitewater Park, pedestrian walkways, arts destination infrastructure, new trails, and restoration of the 
Village Green. All of these projects would further enhance the attractiveness and quality of life in Canton. Of even 
greater impact would be the redevelopment of several vacant, blighted, or underutilized properties in the downtown, 
such as the MidTown Plaza and properties along our riverfront. Such property redevelopment would not only have a 
transformational effect on the downtown's attractiveness, but it would provide unparalleled spaces for commercial, 
retail, hospitality, and residential uses, as well as a business accelerator. As a lack of appropriate properties has been 
repeatedly found to be a barrier to development in Canton, these redevelopment projects would fuel business 
growth, job creation, population growth, and workforce development. 

Lisa M. Cania Vice President for Community and Employee Relations 
23 Ramada Drive · Canton, NY 13617 · TEL: 315-229-5567 · FAX: 315-229-7430 www.stlawu.edu 



Canton is perfectly poised to execute such transformative projects with the support from the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative and achieve its vision as a community that tomorrow's workforce, business starters, and 
community leaders are drawn to because of a thriving downtown and vibrant community core. 

St. Lawrence University remains committed to being a partner to our home community in its revitalization efforts, 
and we enthusiastically endorse a Downtown Revitalization Initiative in Canton. 

Lisa M. Cania 
Vice President for Community and Employee Relations 
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Leigh Rodriguez <lrodriguez@cantonny.us>

Support letter 
1 message

Denis Walsh <notnacdenwal@yahoo.com> Wed, May 30, 2018 at 5:15 PM
To: Leigh Rodriguez <lrodriguez@cantonny.us>

DENIS WALSH
8 CHAPEL ST
CANTON, NY 13617
 
 
Dear Leigh,
 
After our conversation the other day i just wanted to relate to you some of the facts regarding what I have done to my
newest commercial adventure.
 
In August of 2016 I purchased the property located at 33 Riverside Drive in Canton.  It is one of the oldest structure still
standing in Canton.  The original section which is constructed of stone was erected in 1846 and was purposed as a
blacksmith shop for many years. At some point in time there was an addition added to the building on the west side of the
building. The first updated project that I entered into was a new roof in August of 2017.  After tearing of the old roof it was
determined that a new roof profile was the best way to go due to sagging trusses and fire damage to the original roof. It
took about four weeks to complete the project.  At the same time I had a new energy efficient window installed on the
west side of the building replacing a single pane window.   
 
The following spring I had the addition section of the building insulated and sided with vinyl.  There were about seven
former window in this section of the building which had been covered with plywood and steel grates.  It was an eyesore in
my opinion.  plus the west wall let in a lot of cold air in the winter.  We are now in the process of digging a trench along the
addition section of the building and adding some insulation along the slab floor/foundation and then back filling it in.
 
These two capital improvements on my building have cost me about $23,000.00.
 
I have plans for more improvements to this structure such as increasing the insulation above the ceiling, adding a new air
conditioning system and to re-point the original stone work on the south and northern walls.  Down the road I would also
like to update the outdoor electric sign and refurbish the lighting system to something that is more energy efficient. I think
that these projects might cost around $12,00.00 to $15,000.00. 
 
The Riverside Drive area of Canton's economic picture sure needs some help and with the assistance of the town and
village I am sure that this area can improve.  In the less than two years that I have own this property I think that things
have improved a bit but can use a lot more help.
 
Truly
 
Denis Walsh 
 
 
 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=8+CHAPEL+ST+CANTON,+NY+13617&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=8+CHAPEL+ST+CANTON,+NY+13617&entry=gmail&source=g






Anthony "Tony" G. Collins & Garry Douglas, Co-Chairs 
North Country Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development 
Dulles State Office Building 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
Dear Mr. Collins and Mr. Douglas, 
 
I would like to express our enthusiastic support for the application being made to the Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
program by the community of Canton, New York. With many investments in downtown redevelopment and strategic 
planning endeavors in recent years, Canton is perfectly poised to execute transformative projects with the support from 
the Downtown Revitalization Initiative- to make Canton's downtown a draw for a diversity of people with business 
opportunities, job growth, a range of quality housing, recreation, and the highest quality of life. 
 
The St. Lawrence County Historical Association (SLCHA) shares a critical symbiotic relationship with our host 
community. The historic Gov. Silas Wright Jr. House, home of the SLCHA, is located on the eastern end of Canton’s 
downtown, and was opened to the public as a historic house museum in 1978. In addition to the historic house, the 
SLCHA offers exhibits on various aspects of county history, provides regular public programs, maintains the county 
archives, and houses a public research room. SLCHA patrons range from local residents and county school children, to 
college students, university parents, seasonal residents, genealogists, and cultural tourists. For many of these, the SLCHA 
is one stop during a weekend (or longer) visit to the area. Thus, we depend on Canton to be a vibrant and welcoming 
community. We are therefore committed to working with Canton to enhance its vitality, particularly in the downtown. 
 
Much has already been done to make downtown Canton a desirable place to live, work, study, and play: The Heritage 
Islands on the Grasse River were redeveloped from a state of blighted buildings to heavily-used parks. The large and 
vacant Gray Lanes building is now fully occupied with businesses and condominiums as the Rushton Place. Storefronts 
and building facades have gotten facelifts through the NY Main Street program. The community worked with the 
Department of Transportation on Main Street improvements. Parks, trails and other recreational resources have been 
expanded.  
 
These are but examples of the many improvements that have been made in Canton. They are the result of the relentless 
collaborative work of many dedicated stakeholders and prior investments by New York State. As a result of these efforts 
we are seeing growth in our community. Unlike much of the region, Canton has had a growth in its overall population. 
 
Yet the potential for additional growth and the transformation of our downtown as a Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
community is enormous. With the resources available through the initiative, Canton's recent and current strategic 
planning endeavors - including the Canton Community Action Plan, the Brownfield Opportunity Area, a new 
Comprehensive Plan, and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan - can be realized: the redevelopment of vacant and 
under-utilized properties and investment in infrastructure will lead to desirable new space for businesses and housing. 
The enhancement of recreational amenities will grow the quality of life and attractiveness in the heart of the community, 
fueling further population growth. As a result, Canton will achieve its vision as a community that tomorrow's workforce, 
business starters, and community leaders are drawn to because of a thriving downtown and vibrant community core. 
 
The St. Lawrence County Historical Association remains committed to being a partner to our home community in its 
Revitalization efforts, and we enthusiastically endorse a Downtown Revitalization Initiative in Canton. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susanne Longshore 
Executive Director 


	2018 Canton DRI attachments.pdf
	2018 Canton DRI attachments
	2018 Canton DRI attachments
	2018 Canton DRI attachments
	2018 Canton DRI letters of support
	24 east main Downtown Revitalization Initiative 2018
	Canton daycare DRI support letter 20118
	CCF DRI letter 6-1-18
	CCSD Downtown Revitalization Grant Rd 3 June 2018
	Deep Root Center DRI Letter 2018
	Gray & Gray DRI letter 2018
	GRH DRI support letter 2018
	Hodge DRI letter of support 2018
	Lisa Towle Downtown Revitalization Initiative 2018
	NC Savings DRI letter 2018
	Plaindealer DRI letter of support
	Presby DRI support letter 2018
	Rushton Place DRI letter 2018
	SLC Chamber Letter Canton Revitalization 2018
	SLNYSARC Support Letter DRI 2018
	SLU DRI support letter 2018
	TAUNY letter of support downtown revitalization initiative 2018
	United Helpers DRI letter of support 2018
	Village DRI support letter 2018
	Walsh Village Of Canton Mail - Support letter 2018


	Canton_DRI Feedbck Summary with sign in_052518
	cc: Comprehensive Plan Committee, New York State Department of State (NYS DOS) Representative, File


	Sparx letter of support DRI 2018

	SL Hist Assoc Downtown Revitalization Initiative - Ltr of Support 2018




