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I am a 17 year veteran of teaching, all of those years having come at a small, rural, and essentially poor district. 

That district, Copenhagen Central School, straddles Jefferson and Lewis counties in Northern New York. In addition to 

my teaching duties, I am also the President of the local union, President of the North Country Coordinating Council of 

Teachers, and most importantly I am the father of two wonderful children, Aiden who is currently in Kindergarten in the 

Watertown City School District, and Madison who is in Pre-K, and I anticipate will be starting Kindergarten next school 

year. 

 Before I begin, let me give you my vital statistics as a teacher. Three years ago I was rated as a highly effective 

teacher. Two years ago I was rated as ineffective. Last year I was once again highly effective. The difference between 

each of those years is beyond me, and if I truly had to reflect on those years, I would say that my best year of teaching 

was the year that I was ineffective. 

 Working in a small district you are often called upon to fill unique and unusual rolls, sometimes things that are 

outside of your comfort zone. That has resulted in me having the unique perspective of being  a high school history 

teacher who has pushed into several elementary classrooms, most recently third grade. As I think about common core 

and what it has meant to my district and my students, I lament. I have seen too many good teachers put great lessons on 

the shelf because they did not align with common core, or they were not included in the modules. So many creative, 

hands on, engaging activities that teachers used to do have been put aside for worksheet after worksheet that is 

included in the modules. So many teachers are afraid that if they do not follow the modules exactly that their students 

will not be prepared for the tests. Everything is math and ELA, other subjects, including history, are given second rate 

status. As I poll our elementary teachers at Copenhagen, I find that history instruction may occur once every two weeks 

or so, and science sometimes even less than that.  

 We are also finding that only ¼ to 1/3 of the standards are actually being assessed at certain grade levels. The 

teachers have caught on and they have adjusted their instruction accordingly. Unfortunately, one of the big areas that 

does not get tested is the writing standards. The writing students are required to do on the state tests is straight, 

formulaic regurgitation of a passage they have just heard, or have just read. The basic tenants of actual writing are not 

taught, and in some cases are actually discouraged by the rubrics that are used to grade these exams. This is simply done 

to ease the grading of the test. Multiple choice and simple writing responses are easier to grade. True writing is much 

harder to assess. It, like teaching, is an art form, not a science. 

 I also fear that we are trying to lock all of our students to the same outcomes. The idea that we can teach every 

student the same way, at the same time, and have them conclude instruction at the same time and all with the same 

level of understanding is the most absurd idea I have ever encountered. When I first entered teaching the goal was 

differentiation. We understand that not all students will reach the same point in the same way at the same time. Our 

instruction should focus on finding the best ways to engage each and every student. The assumption that all students 

are the same is fundamentally flawed. 

 If the Common Core Task Force really wants to know what it can do to “fix” education in NY I have the answer. It 

is free and every educator across the state knows it and willingly shares it, often to deaf ears. The first step is to pass 

legislation that bans the ability of private for profit companies to make money off of public education. Start there and se 

how many companies and pro-common core pundits abandon ship. If common core does not create a profit, nobody is 

interested in it anymore. Secondly, attack poverty. The only true problem we have in education occurs from birth to 

kindergarten. We need to engage every family and every student from the time they are born until we get them in our 

schools. We need early intervention so that every student enters school on the same footing. Eliminate the effects of 

poverty on school age children in NY and you have eliminated the only true educational problem that we have 



 I would like to conclude by coming back to my children. They are not old enough to have to face common core 

state tests, yet, but their education is already being controlled by the common core and the need to prepare them for 

the tests when they do come of age. My wife, a career educator herself, started as an elementary teacher, then spent 

some time as a reading teacher, and is now an elementary principal. We used to argue when common core first came 

out about whether our children would take those common core state tests, or opt out. After watching two years worth 

of state testing in her own building my wife has changed her answer. Shortly after last year’s testing my wife came home 

and said, “you are right. The tests are not developmentally appropriate, and I don’t want to have to put my own children 

through them.” I truly hope that the tests will not exist when my children enter third grade, but if they do, I can assure 

you that they will not being taking them. 


