
 

What is it? 
In March 2013, the “Food Metrics Bill” (§165.4) was added to the New 
York State Finance Law to promote local food initiatives and to expand 
farm-to-table connections in procurement. From this emerged the 
BuyNY initiative. It promotes New York State agriculture by creating 
the resources and reporting tools to foster stronger connections 
between farmers and government run institutions (like colleges and 
prisons). It includes products that are grown, harvested, produced, or 
processed in New York State. 
 

Building upon Governor Cuomo’s 2015 Opportunity Agenda and its 
goal of opening new market opportunities, we are leveraging existing 
food contracts and developing new procurement vehicles to create new 
pathways for local farmers, producers, and processors to connect with 
government entities, and we actively encourage the purchase of New 
York State food products.  Our goal is to build lasting partnerships 
across the food supply chain in the State. 
 
What was accomplished in 2014? 
• Identified agency sponsor, executives, and key stakeholders. 
• Presented at conferences including the 2014 Purchasing Forum. 
• Identified foods to focus efforts on in the present and future. 
• Engaged in conversations with SUNY and NYC-DOE. 
• Executed three new commercial food contracts which included 

Farm Metric Bill requirements. 
• Established a BuyNY Food Procurement Team.  
 
What’s next for BuyNY? 
We will continue to connect the dots by building new business 
relationships with members of the agricultural community and the food 
supply chain to develop new procurement vehicles that are simpler for 
buyers and businesses. Specific 2015 actions include:  

• Providing training at the 2014 Purchasing Forum. 
• Explore new procurement opportunities for new regional retail 

grocery and fresh produce contracts. 
• Award a new milk and dairy contract.   
• Finalize the Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) Processing award. 

 
Capitalizes on the value 
of New York State 
agricultural products.  
 
 
Leverages new and 
existing agricultural 
partnerships. 
 
 
Educates farmers, 
processors, distributors, 
& contract users. 
 
_________________________ 
 
Partners include: 
 

Office of General Services 
Dept. of Agriculture & Markets 
Dept. of Corrections & Community Supervision 
Office of Mental Health 
Dept. of Health 
New York City Department of Education 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
New York State Council on Food Policy 
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