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In New York State…

• Population of  19,220,855

• 76% of households mailed back their census questionnaire

• 24% did not mail back their census questionnaire requiring 
more costly and difficult in-person follow up 

• 36% or 7.1 million people in New York live in hard to count 
neighborhoods

• 18% of households in New York had either no internet of dial-
up only 



Who is at risk of being 
undercounted? 

• Renters

• Muslims

• Immigrants

• Low income in both rural and 
urban areas

• Homeless

• Single parent households

• Native Americans living on Tribal 
lands

• People without internet access 

• Children under 5 

• People with limited English 
speaking ability 

• People of color

• Crowded households

• Refugees 



All 62 counties in New York have hard to count 
populations

Sources: Hard to Count Maps 2020, Steve Romalewski, CUNY, https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/
Fiscal Policy Institute: Funding a Complete Count in 2020: What Community Groups Need.

10 Lowest Mail Return Rates

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/


After surveying 32 organizations we 
propose: 



How will the organizations use this 
money? 

• Public forums

• Door to door canvasing 

• Providing information directly to members 

• Media campaigns 

• Longer information sessions

• In-language discussions for households with limited English 

• Outreach to homeless



A full court press, with funding in 
every county



Who are the HTC in 
Sullivan County? 

Who is at risk of being 
undercounted in Sullivan 

County? 



$40 million is a good investment in 
New York’s future 


