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Every employer in the State of New York is required to adopt a sexual harassment prevention policy 
pursuant to Section 201-g of the Labor Law.  An employer that does not adopt the model policy must 
ensure that the policy that they adopt meets or exceeds the following minimum standards. The policy 
must: 

 
i) prohibit sexual harassment consistent with guidance issued by the Department of Labor in 

consultation with the Division of Human Rights; 
 

ii) provide examples of prohibited conduct that would constitute unlawful sexual harassment;  
 

iii) include information concerning the federal and state statutory provisions concerning 
sexual harassment, remedies available to victims of sexual harassment, and a statement 
that there may be applicable local laws;  
 

iv) include a complaint form;  
 

v) include a procedure for the timely and confidential investigation of complaints that ensures 
due process for all parties;  
 

vi) inform employees of their rights of redress and all available forums for adjudicating sexual 
harassment complaints administratively and judicially;  
 

vii) clearly state that sexual harassment is considered a form of employee misconduct and 
that sanctions will be enforced against individuals engaging in sexual harassment and 
against supervisory and managerial personnel who knowingly allow such behavior to 
continue;  
 

viii) clearly state that retaliation against individuals who complain of sexual harassment or who 
testify or assist in any investigation or proceeding involving sexual harassment is unlawful;  

 
ix) be provided to employees, in writing, at the time of hiring and at every annual training; and  

 
x) be provided in English and in an employee’s primary language if it is Spanish, Chinese, 

Korean, Polish, Russian, Haitian-Creole, Bengali, or Italian. Model templates are available 
online. 

 
 

* * * 
The adoption of a policy does not constitute a conclusive defense to charges of unlawful sexual harassment. 
Each claim of sexual harassment will be determined in accordance with existing legal standards, with due 
consideration of the particular facts and circumstances of the claim, including but not limited to the existence 
of an effective anti-harassment policy and procedure. 
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