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Overview

• Pedestrian rights and 
responsibilities

• Outline of NYS Vehicle and Traffic 
(V&T) Law that pertains to 
pedestrian safety

• Definitions of key terms and 
sections under NYS V&T Law

• Common driver violations

• Common pedestrian violations



The Problem
• Unintentional injuries are the leading 

cause of death for New Yorkers aged 1-34 
years.

• More than 25% of all traffic fatalities 
involve pedestrians.

• Over 300 pedestrians are killed each year; 
over 15,000 are injured.

• More than 3,000 pedestrians are 
hospitalized each year.

• Young children and older adults are most 
vulnerable for pedestrian injuries and 
death.



Your Safety Matters

• NYS Department of Health, NYS 

Department of Transportation and the 

Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee 

supports efforts to prevent pedestrian 

crashes, including Pedestrian 

enforcement efforts, in targeted high 

risk areas that focus on both drivers 

and pedestrians.



Know Your Responsibilities 

Drivers and pedestrians have a duty at 

all times to keep a lookout for one 

another. 

Both drivers and pedestrians who are in 

violation of the New York State Vehicle 

& Traffic Law (“V&T Law") can be held 

negligent and responsible for paying  

fines.



Pedestrian and Driver Warning Notice



Law Enforcement Pocket Guide



V&T Law and Common 

Violations 

Knowledge is Power



V&T Law 

Pedestrian

§130 

Any person afoot or in a wheelchair



V&T Law

Crosswalk

§110
• The part of the roadway of an intersection 

included within the connections of the lateral 

lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the 

highway between the curbs or in the absence of 

curbs, between the edges of the traversable 

highway.

• Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or 

elsewhere distinctly indicated by pedestrian 

crossing by lines or other markings on the 

surface.



V&T Law

Pedestrians’ right of way in crosswalks

§1151
(a) When traffic-control signals are absent, drivers shall 

yield right of way to pedestrians crossing within a 

crosswalk on the roadway.  Pedestrians crossing the 

roadway where a pedestrian tunnel or overpass has been 

provided shall yield right of way to vehicles.

(b) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb and 

walk/run in front of a vehicle so that it’s impractical for 

the driver to yield. 

(c) When a vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or 

unmarked intersection crossing for a pedestrian, other 

vehicles approaching from the rear shall not pass the 

stopped vehicle.



§ 1112
• Pedestrian-control / signals 

require:

(a) Steady or walking person.  Cross the 
roadway in the direction of the signal; 
pedestrians shall be given right of way by 
traffic.

(b) Flashing or upraised hand. No 
pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in 
the direction of such signal, but pedestrians 
who have partially completed their crossing on 
the shall continue to the sidewalk or 
nearest safety island.

(c) Steady or upraised hand. No 
pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in 
the direction of such signal, but pedestrians 
who have partially completed their crossing on 
the or flashing shall 
continue to the sidewalk or nearest safety 
island.

V&T Law

Pedestrian-control signal indications



Pedestrian Crossing Signals
New York State Department of Transportation



V&T Law

Vehicle entering stop or yield intersection

§1142
(b) Every vehicle approaching a yield sign shall 

slow down to a speed reasonable for existing 

conditions, or stop if necessary, and shall yield 

the right of way to any pedestrian legally 

crossing the roadway on which he is driving.  If 

such driver is involved in a collision with a 

pedestrian in a crosswalk (or vehicle in the 

intersection) after driving past a yield sign 

without stopping, such collision shall be 

deemed prima facie evidence of his failure to 

yield the right of way.



V&T Law

Drivers to exercise due care

(a) Every driver shall 

exercise due care to avoid 

colliding with any 

bicyclist, pedestrian or 

domestic animal and shall 

give warning by sounding 

the horn when necessary. 

§1146



V&T Law

Pedestrians subject to traffic 

regulations

§1150

• Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-

control signals, but at all other places 

pedestrians shall be accorded the 

privileges and shall be subject to the 

restrictions stated in this article.



V&T Law

Pedestrians’ right of way on sidewalks

§1151-a

• The driver of a vehicle emerging 

from or entering an alleyway, 

building, private road or 

driveway shall yield the right of 

way to any pedestrian 

approaching on any sidewalk 

extending across such alleyway, 

building entrance, road or 

driveway.



V&T Law

Crossing at other than crosswalks

§1152
(a) Pedestrians crossing at any point other than marked 

crosswalk/unmarked intersection crosswalk shall yield right 

of way to vehicles.

(b) Pedestrians crossing where a pedestrian tunnel or 

overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield 

right of way to vehicles.

(c) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection 

diagonally unless authorized by official traffic-control 

devices, and when authorized, only in accord with such 

traffic-control devices.



V&T Law

Pedestrians on roadways

§1156
(a) Where sidewalks are provided and they may be used with safety it shall 

be unlawful for any pedestrian to walk along and upon an adjacent 

roadway.

(b) Where sidewalks are not provided, pedestrians walking along a roadway 

shall walk only on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder facing 

approaching traffic. When vehicles approach, pedestrians shall move as far 

to the left as is practicable.



Common Laws and Violations

• Driver violations

• Pedestrian violations



Common Driver Violations 

• Failure to yield

➢ Disregarding signs and 
signals

➢ Turning

• Speed 

• Distractions

➢ Cell phone, eating, radio

• Impairment
➢ Alcohol and drugs



Driver Violation: Distractions



Failure to Yield: Multiple 

Threat



Driver Fails to Yield: 

Turning



Driver Violation: 
Speed



Speed Videos



Driver Violation:

Impairment



Common Pedestrian 
Violations 

• Failure to yield right-of-way to vehicle

• Failure to obey a pedestrian control signal 

• Pedestrian not walking against traffic

…and common contributing factors

Pedestrian impairment

Pedestrian distraction

Poor visibility



Pedestrian Violation: 
Failure to Yield Right-of-Way to Vehicle



Pedestrian contributing factor:

Distractions



“See! Be Seen!”

Tip Card



To request pedestrian safety educational 

material, email injury@health.ny.gov or call 

518-402-7900 

mailto:injury@health.ny.gov


“See! Be Seen!” Distractions PSA 



“See! Be Seen!” Visibility PSA 



“See! Be Seen!” Intersections PSA 



For more information 

contact 

518-402-7900

or 

518-474-5111

www.ny.gov/pedsafety

http://www.ny.gov/pedsafety

