Lisa Ellerby, Teacher, Kingston City School District, NYSUT

Please distinguish CC (strong ideas, learning standards, and meaningful ideas
that open students to relevant and world skills and understandings) vs. the
commodification of CC (unwieldy, unrealistic, underfunded, mandated, crappy,
messy, expensive 'designs' with money and not students in mind). The public is
mixing this up and our energies (what is left after 11 hours of grading...) are
inefficiently squandered. Help all the players understand the difference, and let's
work from there. It's a practical and honest way to get started. Also considering
that there is a finite amount of energy, time, money and STARTING from there,
budgeting what is reality rather than trying to bend it all to fit later, might be
helpful. My best received advice, from my grad professor, it guides every
decision | make: What does the child need at this moment?



