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Downtown Revitalization Initiative 

Application Template 

Applications for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative will be received by the Regional Councils. Applicant 

responses for each section should be as complete and succinct as possible. Applications must be received by the 

New York City Regional Economic Development Council by 4:00 PM on June 14, 2017.  Submit your application 

as a Word Document to NYC-DRI@esd.ny.gov.  

BASIC INFORMATION 

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: New York City 

Municipality Name:  New York City 

Downtown Name:  Long Island City 

County:  Queens 

Vision for Downtown. Provide a brief statement of the municipality’s vision for downtown revitalization. 

With both past and future New York State (NYS) assistance (including two grants to Long Island City 

Partnership for the Long Island City Comprehensive Plan Phases 1 and 2 and the Queens Tech Zone Study) it 

is conceivable that within the next five years Long Island City (LIC) will grow to become a 24-7, 

Live/Work/Play, mixed use and mixed income community.  Job growth will expand from LIC’s own home 

grown innovation district and from supported advanced manufacturing companies like Boyce Technologies 

and Shapeways. LIC will also become a hub for a biotech and life sciences cluster that will provide a diversity 

of job opportunities for workers at different entry level positions.  Long-time residents, that previously had 

difficulty landing a good paying job will particularly benefit from LIC’s expanding tech and bioscience cluster. 

Due to more modern and dynamic zoning, much of this development will occur as of right, but with State 

investment and support, all of these investments can be linked together to create an inclusive and connected 

LIC.  Businesses investing in the LIC community will be able to recruit employees from LIC’s growing and 

diverse community. Further, over 20,000 new residents will have moved to LIC as a result of its current 

residential boom, and thanks to State programs, a number of these apartments will fall within the broad 

range of affordability.  The trend of living and working in LIC will continue to grow and thrive. 

Thanks again to the State’s investment in creating a new wayfinding smart signage system for LIC, as well as 

support for local shops, new retail, open space, and placemaking, investments, LIC will become a destination 

community where innovation not only happens in the lab, but also at the local cafe, beer garden, and subway 

station. 

Our vision for LIC also includes improving connections over the Sunnyside rail yards as the district south of 

the yards is generating greater growth and pedestrian traffic who must transverse to the multiple transit 

lines to the north.  With some innovative thinking a portion of these yards could be platformed over to build 

a modern bioscience smart campus and the much needed open space the growing community craves.   
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Justification. Provide an overview of the downtown, highlighting the area’s defining characteristics and the 

reasons for its selection. Explain why the downtown is ready for Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) 

investment, and how that investment would serve as a catalyst to bring about revitalization.      

Long Island City (LIC), known as the Fourth Central Business District of New York City, is an important 

economic center for the region with a diverse set of industries with good paying jobs.  It is uniquely defined 

as a mixed-used district, given its recently expanded BID, large Industrial Business Zones, growing residential 

populations, and lively cultural institutions. We seek to maximize our burgeoning community’s assets to 

become a livable, mixed-use community with abundant connectivity among our residents and workers, to 

improve the quality of life for all, and to set up lasting means for community inclusion so that the pace and 

pressure of development in LIC leaves no one behind.  

Our proposal as a Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) seeks to build on both LICP’s Comprehensive Plan 

and other work previously funded in part by the Regional Economic Development Council.   Selection as part 

of the State’s DRI initiative would propel LIC into one of the country’s top destination communities for 

businesses and their employees, as well as benefit those who currently reside and work in LIC.  While LIC does 

not suffer from the traditional sense of blight and abandonment, it lacks investment in several key areas, 

where the State’s leadership could have a measurable impact. 

First, the State could assist in strengthening the mixed-use character of LIC.  Without proper incentive 

programs, most of the investment in LIC to date has focussed on high-end residential and hotel 

developments.  It would be a missed opportunity if LIC was to serve solely as a wealthy bedroom 

neighborhood ten minutes to Midtown Manhattan, with pockets of poverty.  Existing and new residents need 

to be better integrated into a cohesive community so that the community’s growth is an opportunity for all.   

Second, the State could target LIC for much of its incentives toward fostering the life sciences and tech 

industries.  LIC is located directly across from Manhattan’s medical/research and innovation institutions.  It is 

well connected to the rest of the City, NY’s airports, and the region.  It has relatively lower land-prices and a 

significant number of largely underdeveloped land.  It is also home to LaGuardia Community College, with its 

50,000+ students and two large public housing developments (Queensbridge, Ravenswood) which would 

greatly benefit from the middle class jobs a life sciences cluster generates.  Many industry leaders are 

already interested in LIC and have toured the area.  Yet financing this type of development requires a public 

component that has still not been clearly defined. 

Third, the State could continue to improve public transportation options.  LIC is better connected than in the 

past, thanks to both the 2nd Avenue Subway and the recently launched East River Ferry service.  Yet 

accessing the East Side of Manhattan still requires subway transfers and the ferry has yet to expand to New 

York Hospital, Weill Cornell and Rockefeller University as well as its planned connections to NYU/Alexandria 

and Roosevelt Island.  Further some parts of LIC are poorly connected to others such as the development 

occurring southeast of the Sunnyside rail yards and the areas north of the Queensboro Bridge. 
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Finally, the State could continue its investments in making LIC a well-integrated mixed use, live-work-play 

neighborhood that these industries thrive in.  LIC needs the public and private spaces where innovation and 

science discoveries take place outside the office as well as within.  We need complete streets, neighborhood 

amenities, open space assets and the placemaking connections that knit a community together. 

As a downtown geographic designation, LIC has a core central district that is dense with commercial and 

industrial activity as well as new residential growth. Just north of the central district the area has established 

residential and industrial uses as well as a hospital that serves the LIC area. Major cultural institutions are 

located throughout. The boundary area includes zip codes 11101, 11120, 11109, and 11106.  The area is 

serviced by major public transportation, including 13 MTA subway stations, 17 bus lines, the LIRR, NYC Ferry 

service, 4 bridges, 1 tunnel to Manhattan, access to main roads and major highways, and LaGuardia and JFK 

Airports.  The area also includes the Long Island City Business Improvement District (BID) and the Long Island 

City Industrial Business Zone (IBZ).  As such, the district is a compact, well-defined downtown community 

with definite boundaries, as shown in the attached map. 

The population of LIC as of 2015 is 69,3941 residents. The central district is experiencing consistent 

population growth with 30,582 residents, a growth of 19% since 2000.  Jobs in the area increased by 19.3% 

from 2004 and 2014, and equal 85,1612 workers in diverse industries.  However, as the district overall is 

experiencing new growth and development, there remains substantial pockets of poverty and disparity in 

income and educational attainment.  Within the area, there two New York City Housing Authority 

developments: Ravenswood Houses and Queensbridge Houses North and South. The latter is the largest 

public housing development in the country. Just a bit further to the north is Astoria Houses. The census tracts 

which include the public housing developments report some of the highest levels of poverty, as well as the 

lowest levels of educational attainment compared to the overall area and the city as a whole. 

The DRI will knit together the separate areas of investments into a cohesive and broad-based economic 

opportunity area which will bridge the gaps remaining among less advantaged portions of the population 

and the local growth opportunities around them, simultaneously making it a more successful neighborhood 

for all.  The DRI will better integrate the community for the future, through approaches such as those 

identified in Section 8 below. In order to capture the growth and to better connect the people in the area, 

more investment is needed to establish a full service, livable, 24/7 urban community. If we do not address 

this need, LIC and the region will risk losing future economic growth and opportunity, hurting the populations 

who need these the most.   

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
2 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap Application, 2014 
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DOWNTOWN IDENTIFICATION 

This section should be filled out with reference to the list of desired attributes for participation in the DRI as set 

forth in the DRI program description.  

1) Boundaries of the Downtown Neighborhood. Detail the boundaries of the targeted neighborhood, 

keeping in mind that there is no minimum or maximum size, but that the neighborhood should be 

concentrated and well-defined. Core neighborhoods beyond a traditional downtown or central business 

district are eligible, if they can meet other criteria making them ripe for investment.  Attach a map that 

clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood.     

As shown in the attached map, the Long Island City area designated for this DRI encompasses zip codes 

11101, 11120, 11109, 11106. The core of the area where there is the greatest density of businesses and jobs 

is located around the north-south axis along Northern Boulevard and Jackson Avenue, and the east-west axis 

along Queens Plaza and Queens Boulevard. The area of impact of this core is bounded on the west by the 

East River; on the south by Newtown Creek running parallel to the Long Island Expressway (Route 495) from 

the Midtown Tunnel; on the north roughly by Astoria Boulevard running parallel to the Grand Central 

Parkway (Route 278); and on the east just inside Greenpoint Avenue around Sunnyside and Sunnyside 

Gardens.  This is the area designated, because it is historically and geographically well-defined, mixed-use, 

and compact relative to the surrounding area.  The area contains a population of 69,394 residents, and 

85,161 workers.  

 

2) Catchment area. Outline why the downtown, or its catchment area, is of a size sufficient to support a 

vibrant, year-round downtown, with consideration of whether there is a sizeable existing or increasing 

population within easy reach for whom this would be the primary downtown destination.   

The designated area is of sufficient size to support a vibrant, year-round downtown, because it already has a 

sizeable existing population of both residents (69,394) and workers (85,161), is serviced by multiple public 

transportation means and by major roads, 4 bridges, a tunnel to Manhattan, and two major airports. 

Although the area as a whole experienced a slight decline in residents from 2000 to 2015 (roughly -4%), the 

core of the area increased 19% in resident population, and overall the area experienced a 19.3% increase in 

the number of jobs. For decades, the area struggled to find its identity, evolving from a largely ethnic 

population employed by local manufacturers, to a more diverse 24/7 community which now includes 

professional firms, cultural, and academic institutions, as well as a still thriving industrial base. In the last 

decade the median household income of the population overall increased as well as education attainment; 

the population 25 years and older saw increased percentages of residents with high school diplomas, 

bachelor’s degrees, or better. Although the overall population showed improved income and educational 

attainment, persistent and substantial pockets of poverty remain, primarily in the census tracts where the 

area’s public housing developments are located. In these census tracts, over 39% of the people are living 

below the poverty line.  The community is thus ideally poised for this DRI as a means to help shape its future 
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evolution, so that the community is inclusive of all populations, regardless of race, gender, income, or other 

status, and so that the present wave and influx of development do not exclude or overtake the local 

populations in need. 

3) Past Investment, future investment potential. Describe how this downtown will be able to capitalize on 

prior or catalyze future private and public investment in the neighborhood and its surrounding areas.  

Long Island City will be able to capitalize upon and leverage significant public and private investments which 

have been made in the community in recent years.  Such investments include but are not limited to those 

listed below. Among the most recent are those that have been invested to support Long Island City’s creation 

of a first-ever Comprehensive Plan and a second REDC grant award (2016) for Phase 2 work of the 

Comprehensive Plan.  

Notwithstanding these sizable investments, none of them address the specific goals of this DRI – i.e., to 

convene a DRI Planning Committee for LIC to develop a Strategic Plan for the community and to identify key 

projects with the specific aim of better integrating the community and connecting those who are less 

advantaged with LIC’s growing assets, including employers and job opportunities, public amenities, quality of 

life measures, transportation, and culture. The goals are cohesion, connection, and integration, so that the 

investments which have been made -- both public and private, and both past and future – benefit all of LIC 

residents and workers, and ensure that the less advantaged pockets of our community are included to the 

maximum possible extent in the community’s burgeoning success. If accomplished, this will be a singular 

hallmark initiative and will leave a lasting legacy for many generations to come. The community stands 

ready to meet this challenge. The work done to date on Phases 1 and 2 of the Comprehensive Plan have laid 

the groundwork for the DRI, enabling the DRI effort to get substantively underway immediately upon award. 

A) Public and City Investments 

I. Public and Foundation Investments:  the Long Island City Partnership (LICP) received funding for 

the LIC Comprehensive Plan as follows: 

● Phase 2: LIC Wayfinding And Streetscape Improvements 

New York State Regional Economic Development Council - $100,000 (2016) 

  New York Community Trust - $50,000 (2017) 

  Queens Council on the Arts - $1,500 (2017) 

● Phase 1: 

NYC EDC - $100,000 (2015) 

Ford Foundation – $150,000 (2015-16) 

New York State Regional Economic Development Council - $100,000 (2015) 

New York City Council - $50,000 (2015-2016) 

Additional funding of $47,500 from the following: 
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Queens Borough President 

Cornell Tech 

Verizon 

Con Edison 

TD Charitable Foundation 

II. City and State Investments 

NYC EDC - $80 million (2012) (for Queens Plaza, Dutch Kills Green, Jackson Avenue, Court Square 

improvements) 

City of New York - $40 million (2015+) (for Long Island City/Hunter’s Point area reconstruction) 

City of New York - $6.65 million (2014) (for Queensbridge Park seawall and new waterfront 

promenade) 

City of New York – investment in NYC Ferry access with a new LIC, Roosevelt Island and Astoria 

route opening in 2017 (ongoing) 

City of New York - $200 million (for new schools – ongoing) 

City of New York - LIC Waterfront Mixed-use Redevelopment RFP (2016) - Two development sites 

that will combine commercial and advanced manufacturing uses with mixed-income affordable 

housing.  

City of New York - 11-24 Jackson Avenue RFP (2017) - Mixed-use and mixed-income development 

project.  

City of New York & New York State - Major waterfront developments of Hunter’s Point South, 

Queens West, and Gantry State Park. Combined the developments will provide more than 8,000 

units of housing, including affordable units for low/moderate income families, parks, retail space, 

and new schools.   

New York State Economic Development Cluster Initiative - Boyce Technologies Inc. (2015) 

New York State and Queens Borough President - Queens Tech Zone Strategic Plan (2014) 

III.  Additional funding to LICP for area economic development and neighborhood programs: 

New York City Council – discretionary funding (for BID expansion [services to begin 2017], Long 

Island City Springs, and Queens Plaza lighting – ongoing) 

New York City Department of Small Business Services – investment in AvenueNYC placemaking 

and neighborhood marketing; 3-year services contract (FY17-19) for the Industrial Business Zone, 

plus 30 years’ worth of contracts under successive programs to assist with small businesses in 

Long Island City. 
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B. Private Investments 

Exact dollar amounts are unknown, but the influx of private investments into Long Island City has been 

massive. The area is experiencing growth particularly in residential and hotel development, which 

represents a major turning point as LIC becomes more and more of a mixed-use community with 24/7 

activity among residents, visitors, and businesses.  

Since 2006, more than 12,800 residential units have been built. More than 21,500 residential units are 

currently under planning or construction. These include primarily rental apartments, both market rate 

and some affordable or slated to be affordable units. LIC now has 31 hotels in operation, and 31 new 

hotels are under planning or construction. Additional public and private investments for commercial 

developments include 2 Gotham Center (2011), 1 and 3 Gotham Center (2016), 27-01 Queens Plaza North 

(the Brewster Building). Within the IBZ major commercial and industrial investments include 31-00 47th 

Avenue (The Falchi Building), 47-10 Austell Place (The Zipper Building), and 30-30 47th Avenue (The 

Factory LIC). 

Despite all of these wonderful investments, not all of LIC’s residents and workers have been well 

integrated into the community or have access to the opportunities which these investments have 

created. This is true whether it be access to jobs, access to public spaces and amenities, better 

connections with public transportation, or access to culture. The singular goal of this DRI is to solve this 

problem, and none of the investments made heretofore by the City, the State, or the private sector has 

addressed this important need; nor is there any solution on the near horizon other than through this DRI. 

 

4) Recent or impending job growth. Describe how recent or impending job growth within, or in close 

proximity to, the downtown will attract professionals to an active life in the downtown, support 

redevelopment, and make growth sustainable in the long-term.  

Recent job growth in the area points toward Long Island City becoming one of the most vibrant, sought-after 

communities in New York for residents, employers, and visitors alike. Increasingly, residents are able to walk 

or bicycle to work. The businesses in the area are a diverse mix of legacy manufacturers and new technology 

manufacturers, as well as start-ups and large anchor tenants such as JetBlue and Citibank. The industry 

sectors with the greatest shares of workers are: transportation and warehousing; construction; back office 

administration and support; waste management and remediation; manufacturing; and finance and 

insurance. These developments demonstrate that LIC has great potential for a stable and growing workforce, 

as well as for a vibrant entrepreneurial sector.  

Indeed, 87% of respondents to a recent survey of local businesses commissioned by the Long Island City 

Partnership said that they plan to stay in the community and will retain or increase employment within the 

next five years. These businesses currently account for more than 20,000 jobs, and they expect to generate 

another 1,000 new jobs over the next five years. 

With the construction of Cornell Tech on neighboring Roosevelt Island, LIC can and should be the beneficiary 
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of new jobs and opportunities in high tech fields as a result of the new scientific research and development 

hub being created there. In addition, LIC’s proximity to Manhattan’s life sciences corridor, availability of 

existing industrial buildings appropriately zoned for possible retrofit for lab space, and the neighborhood’s 

mixed-use character, makes LIC ideally positioned to become a hub for biotech. With this DRI grant and 

recent initiatives from Governor Cuomo and the City of New York, LIC is poised to become a life sciences hub 

which could anchor the industry in this region.  

However, even in the face of these promising developments, lack of connectivity threatens future growth and 

community stakeholders want to be sure that all of LIC’s people are included in the opportunities being 

created.  This DRI is proposed so that we can work on creating maximum linkages to connect all of our 

people – particularly those who are still underserved and undereducated – with the tremendous 

opportunities now at our door, and better connect all parts of the community to create a true 24/7 modern 

downtown. 

 

5) Attractiveness of physical environment. Identify the properties or characteristics that the downtown 

possesses that contribute, or could contribute if enhanced, to the attractiveness and livability of the 

downtown for a diverse population of varying ages, income, gender identity, ability, mobility, and cultural 

background. Consider, for example, the presence of developable mixed-use spaces, varied housing types at 

different levels of affordability, walkability and bikeability, healthy and affordable food markets, and public 

parks and gathering spaces.  

Long Island City has many public assets and attractions which, if leveraged through this DRI, will be 

enhanced and be much more accessible to all of our people. In fact, a key goal of the DRI as proposed would 

be to help build connections among these assets and our local populations in need, effectively knitting them 

together for the first time.  

These assets include: more than eight public parks and open spaces, many with playgrounds; more than 

eight cultural institutions; bikeways and walkways including Queens Plaza Greenway and Vernon Boulevard 

Bike Lane; 13 Citibike shared bicycle stations; a major hospital (Mount Sinai Queens); two major educational 

institutions (LaGuardia Community College and CUNY Law School); four branches of the Queens Public 

Library with a new branch under construction on the waterfront; and the Long Island City YMCA.   

LIC’s central district is also home to many “anchor institutions.” These are not-for-profit organizations well-

established in our community and therefore likely to stay indefinitely, such as: the Long Island City 

Partnership, Urban Upbound, Long Island City Cultural Alliance, Hunter’s Point Park Conservancy, the 

Floating Hospital, Hour Children, the Fortune Society, Zone 126, Sunnyside Community Services, and Jacob A. 

Riis Neighborhood Settlement House.  

LIC has a varied mix of housing types at different levels of affordability including two large public housing 

developments and new construction affordable housing on the waterfront in the Hunter’s Point 

neighborhood. Through the LIC Core Neighborhood Study, the City’s RFP to redevelopment a smaller portion 
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of the waterfront at Annabel Basin, and the completion of Hunter’s Point South, even more affordable 

housing will be built in the neighborhood.   

Yet, in spite of the many attractions of LIC’s downtown, there are too many barriers between them, keeping 

them from becoming a cohesive whole and they fail to be inclusive of all of the community’s people.  This DRI 

seeks to solve these issues and fill the void. 

 

 

6) Quality of Life policies. Articulate the policies in place that increase the livability and quality of life of the 

downtown. Examples include the use of local land banks, modern zoning codes, comprehensive plans, 

complete streets plans, transit-oriented development, non-discrimination laws, age-friendly policies, and a 

downtown management structure. If policies achieving this goal are not currently in place, describe the 

ability of the municipality to create and implement such policies.  

As reflected in the above list of major public investments by the City and State of New York and their 

agencies and departments over the past 10 years, a major push exists to help ensure that Long Island City 

enjoys a good, healthy quality of life for all. Such policies are embedded in planning policies such as the City’s 

LIC Core Neighborhood Study that aims to increase affordable housing, commercial development, enhance 

neighborhood livability and identify economic opportunities for LIC residents and businesses; investments in 

LIC’s first ever Comprehensive Plan; and the LIC Waterfront Mixed-use Redevelopment RFP. Other City 

investments for improving quality of life and livability include the City’s commitment to area-wide 

reconstruction of Hunter’s Point, to creation and maintenance of the public parks identified above, 

construction of new schools, a library on the waterfront, over 30 years’ investment in LIC’s industrial areas, 

reconstruction of waterfront infrastructure, creation of a new waterfront esplanade after Superstorm Sandy, 

and many other examples.  

Long Island City Partnership, with support from NYC Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer and local 

neighborhood stakeholders, recently expanded the boundaries of the LIC Business Improvement District. LICP 

is now able to offer supplemental sanitation services, marketing and promotion, as well as streetscape 

improvements to burgeoning commercial corridors in the neighborhood.  

The willingness and zeal of LIC’s public and private stakeholders to help enhance the community’s quality of 

life are unquestioned. The challenge to be solved by this DRI is to make sure that local developments are 

inclusive of all members of the community, and that lasting linkages are made so that all of LIC’s residents 

and workers enjoy the benefits and opportunities of what is being developed here. This DRI proposes to solve 

this problem and to fill this void, building on the work of Phase 1 of the LIC Comprehensive Plan, as more fully 

described in Section 8 below. 

 

7) Support for the local vision. Describe the public participation and engagement process conducted to 
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support the DRI application, and the support of local leaders and stakeholders for pursuing a vision of 

downtown revitalization. Describe the commitment among local leaders and stakeholders to preparing and 

implementing a strategic investment plan. Identify an initial local lead for the program that will work with 

outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee to oversee the plan.  

Through the recent work to create a first-ever Comprehensive Plan for Long Island City, and as a result of 

recent investments made by stakeholders in the community, LIC has a ready, willing, and able list of 

supporters who will be galvanized to participate in this DRI. As a local lead for the program who will work 

with outside experts to convene a local DRI Planning Committee, the applicant proposes Elizabeth Lusskin, 

President of the Long Island City Partnership, which is the area’s local development corporation, who has 

already made tremendous headway in bringing together community stakeholders.  

Major supporters include: 
Hon. Melinda Katz, Queens Borough President 
Michelle Adams, Tishman Speyer 
Denise Arbesu, Citi Commercial Bank 
David Brause, Brause Realty 
Tracy Capune, Kaufman Astoria Studios 
Mary Ceruti, Sculpture Center 
Ebony Conely-Young, Long Island City YMCA 
Carol Conslato, Con Edison 
Jenny Dixon, Isamu Noguchi Foundation and Garden Museum 
Patricia Dunphy, Rockrose Development Corp. 
Richard Dzwlewicz, TD Bank 
Meghan French, Cornell Tech 
John Hatfield, Socrates Sculpture Park 
Gary Kesner, Silvercup Studios 
Seth Pinsky, RXR Realty 
Caryn Schwab, Mount Sinai Queens 
Gretchen Werwaiss, Werwaiss & Co. 
Jonathan White, White Coffee 
Richard Windram, Verizon 
  

In addition, all members of the Long Island City Partnership Board of Directors are supporters, as are all of 

the public and foundation funders listed above. The Long Island City Partnership has also convened dozens of 

stakeholders as part of its focus groups in connection with the drafting of the LIC Comprehensive Plan. Such 

stakeholders are also considered to be supporters for this DRI, because they continue to provide valuable 

input into questions over the future of LIC and ways to enhance the community for all residents and workers. 

8) Readiness: Describe opportunities to build on the strengths described above, including a range of 

transformative projects that will be ready for implementation with an infusion of DRI funds within the first 

one to two years (depending on the scope and complexity of the project) and which may leverage DRI 

funding with private investment or other funds.  Such projects could address economic development, 
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transportation, housing, and community development needs. While such projects should have 

demonstrated public support, it is recognized that projects will ultimately be vetted by the Local Planning 

Committee and the State. Explain how the majority of projects proposed for DRI funding demonstrate their 

readiness for implementation. 

Potential transformative projects that would proceed with DRI funding include, but are not limited to the 

following: 

I. Expand business incentive programs to creatively fund building more commercial and industrial 

uses 

II. Incentivize new office construction 

III. Support and grow entrepreneurial businesses 

IV. Expand and integrate arts and cultural footprint 

V. Develop a biotech, life sciences, and tech related strategy for LIC 

VI. Improve businesses transportation and parking needs 

VII. Identify and improve gaps in local transportation 

VIII. Bridge neighborhood infrastructure barriers 

IX. Maximize economic benefits for LIC residents 

X. Improve the streetscape and enhance traffic corridors 

XI. Identify ways to improve pedestrian crossings across Sunnyside railyards 

 

 

9) Administrative Capacity. Describe the extent of the existing local administrative capacity to manage this 

initiative, including potential oversight of concurrent contracts.  

Long Island City Partnership has a full-time staff dedicated to carrying out this initiative and led by our 

President, Elizabeth Lusskin, who is a full-time staff professional and Jeannette Rausch, Director of Planning 

and Development.  

 

10) Other. Provide any other information that informed the nomination of this downtown for a DRI award.  

If New York is intent on growing tech, bio-tech and life sciences, and generating the full-range of jobs and 

opportunities that accompany such, then now is the time for the State to take a leadership role.  The next 12 

months presents a rare window of opportunity to shape the revitalization of Long Island City.  Our public and 

private leaders have a chance to cultivate LIC’s unique and truly mixed-use community and steer this home-

grown innovation district into New York’s first Smart City and live/work/play destination.  As noted LIC has 

many assets, including its ideal location and accessibility to Roosevelt Island, Manhattan, the rest of the 

region and NYC’s two airports.  Prominent investors and developers from the real estate and bioscience 

industries have expressed real interest in the community.  But without proper attention, this opportunity 

could be lost to another state. 
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*Don’t forget to attach a map that clearly delineates the downtown neighborhood. (See item 1.)    




