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Examining Race and Wealth : 
A Continual  History of Harm



Intro to Black Staten Island  
ÅAfrican Americans have sustained an unbroken presence 

on the island from the 17th-century Dutch arrival through 
today.

ÅBlack Staten Island has endured enslavement, resisted 
African colonization, and pursued freedom through 
networks like the Underground Railroad,

ÅBlack Staten Island served in the American Revolution, 
the Civil War, endured the Draft Riots and Reconstruction, 
struggled through the Nadir, 

ÅBlack Staten Island participated in the Great Migration, 
created a way out of no way during WWII  and 
demonstrated lasting resilience through the Civil Rights 
Movement, and present struggle for social justice.

ÅFrom Civil War to Civil Rights, Black Staten Islanders 
have resolutely resisted racism and intolerance, while 
affirming and advancing our collective journey toward 
reparative justice.



The Colonial Period 



ñ...the Indians being driven again from board, with 
the loss of our canoe, whereupon they came to Staten 
Island, shot some of the Company's hogs and 
plundered the house of the Negro...ò 

Dutch Colonial Records, 1640



Slavery in The 
Colonial Period 



The Early Republic : 
Examining Race and Wealth



Slavery in  the Early RepublicÅ Slavery was a foundational and deeply entrenched 

institution in the early United States and Staten Island. 

Å The economy of the early republic, relied heavily on 

enslaved labor. Enslaved people in the North worked in 

various capacities, including domestic service, skilled labor, 

and agriculture. 

Å Staten Island was mostly a rural community of farms that 

required an abundance of labor to keep them prosperous. 

Slavery existed there just as it did in the South.

Å Even as Northern states began to abolish slavery through 

acts of Gradual Abolition, racial discrimination and 

segregation persisted, affecting both enslaved and free 

Black populations of Staten Island.



1790 United States Census : 
Richmond County, NY 

The Black population of Staten 

Island was 23% of the whole 

population

Nearly 1 in 4 of more than 3800 

residents were Black



Catharine Decker (widow) 3

Joseph Lake 2

Jacob Remson 3

John Nicolas 1

David Jaquess 2

James Hatfield 1

John Simonson 5

Nathaniel Johnson 2

Daniel Crocheron 2

Benjamin Decker 1

Nicholas Crocheron 1

John Crocheron 2

Henry Crocheron 4

Abraham Crocheron 3

John Dyson 7

Stephen Martinno 4

Nathaniel Briton 1

Jacob Merceruau 4

John Merrell 2

Gozen Ryerss 7

Terrence Reilley 3

Joseph Wood 3

Enslavers in the Town of 
Northfield (1790)

Lewis Ryerss 4

Martines Swaine 4

Richard C Moore 3

Lawrence Hylliger 3

Lewis Dey 2

Matthew Decker, Sr 7

Cornelius Begell 4

Silas Begell 4

Matthias Vroom 1

Abraham Prall 3

Benjamin Prall 6

Garret Post 2

Samuel DeHart Sr. 7

Aaron Van Name Jr. 1

Tyon Merrell Jr. 1

David Mercereau 3

Edward DeHart 3

Daniel Garobarance 5

John Van Pelt 1

Joshua Mercereau 1

Cornelius Mercereau 1

Magdalen Ellis (widow) 1



Recorded the following instrument at the request of Tine a Black 
woman the wife of ñFree Sam,ò the first day of September in the 
year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred and eight.

Samuel Dissosway, ñaka Free Samò maneuvered his family 

through the travails of slavery in the Early Republic.

White Wealth vs Black Wealth



Hannah Bedell ñinheritsò Tenah from her 

husbandôs will in 1780

Sam begins making payments in 1788 and 

is ñpaid in fullò Feb 1796

The full amount of money paid by Sam 

was 91L, 5/-, 4d

Samôs family in the 1800 census. There are five of free people in this family. 

White Wealth vs Black Wealth



New York is still a colony as the 

Revolutionary War is still being 

fought.

Hannah Bedell ñinheritsò Tenah 

from her deceased husband 

through a will dated April 1780.

ñI give and bequeath to my dearly 

beloved wife Hannah; the sum of 

two hundred pounds, my negro 

wench named Tenahéò

Last Will and Testament of John Bedell, 1780



ñéand that my executors shall have 

power to contract with the Masters of such 

of my children as is Slaves, for their 

freedoméò

January 12, 1806


