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Inirs to Bluck Staten [ stund

AAfrican Americans have sustained an unbroken presen
on the island from th&7th-century Dutcharrival through
today.

ABlack Staten Island has endumtslavementresisted
African colonization and pursued freedom through
networks like thdJnderground Railroad

ABlack Staten Island served in tAenerican Revolution
the Civil War, endured th®raft RiotsandReconstruction
struggled through thdadir,

ABlack Staten Island participated in tBeeat Migration,
created a way out of no way duridgWIl and

» demonstrated lasting resilience through@mal Rights

Movement,and present struggfer social justice.

AFrom Civil War to Civil Rights Black Staten Islanders

have resolutely resisted racism and intolerance, while
affirming and advancing our collective journey toward
reparative justice.
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. IKhe I ndi ans dei ng dr
the loss of our canoe, whereupon they came to Statelr
sland, shot some of the Company's hogs and

plsbunhdered the house of |t

Dutch Colonial Records, 1640




Vlavery in he
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Nearly all the farmers had slaves in those days. | These were

“uniformiy wetl treated.— It wascustonmary fortirem to live, eat
and sleep in the kitchens. After their household duties for the
day were accomplished the black women were commonly en-
gaged in spinning linen or twine. The men also would spin with
an instrument called a ‘‘ haspel’’ the yarn for ropes, to be taken
to the rope-walks to be made up.-

A list of the names of slaves, male and female, above four-
teen years of age owned in the north division of Staten Island

148 HISTORY OF RICHMOND COUNTY.

in 1755, is still preserved. We give the list, with the names of
their owners, as it appears, ks

« A List of The Names Male and Female belonging to

Males. Females.
Thomas Dongan

1st Thomas Tice 1st Philis
2d Ceaser 2 Peg
3d Jack 3 Haunna
4th Jack Mollato :
5th Joe
6th Robbin

7th Parris
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A Slavery was a foundational and deeply entrenched W‘fo 7% %W W

Institution in the early United States and Staten Island.

A The economy of the early republic, relied heavily on
enslaved labor. Enslaved people in the North worked in
various capacities, including domestic service, skilled labo
and agriculture.

A Staten Island was mostly a rural community of farms that
required an abundance of labor to keep them prosperous.
Slavery existed there just as it did in the South.

A Even as Northern states began to abolish slavery through
acts ofGradual Abolition racial discrimination and
segregation persisted, affecting both enslaved and free
Black populations of Staten Island.




The Black population of Staten

I@O WW W Island ng(s)sjoa?ig;the whole

Nearly 1 in 4 of more than 3800
residents were Black

Free white males of

Free white males

16 years and Free white females  All other free persons  Slaves  total population
under 16 years
upwards
Northfield 223 226 402 35 135 1021
Castleton 178 173 314 26 114 805
Southfield 157 129 306 35 234 855
Westfield 197 223 427 31 276 1154
Totals 749 751 1449 127 759 3835
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Catharine Decker (widow) 3 LewisRyersst

Joseph Lake 2
Jacob Remson 3
John Nicolas 1
David Jaquess 2
James Hatfield 1
John Simonson 5
Nathaniel Johnson 2
Daniel Crocheron 2
Benjamin Decker 1
Nicholas Crocheron 1
John Crocheron 2
Henry Crocheron 4

Martines Swaine 4
Richard C Moore 3
LawrenceHylliger 3
Lewis Dey 2
Matthew Decker, Sr 7
CorneliusBegell4
SilasBegell4
Matthias Vroom 1
Abraham Prall 3
Benjamin Prall 6
Garret Post 2
Samuel DeHart Sr. 7
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AbrahamCrocheron3 Aaron Van Name Jr. 1 =7
John Dyson 7 Tyon Merrell Jr. 1 =
StepherMartinno 4 David Mercereau 3 )
Nathaniel Briton 1 Edward DeHart 3 Ny
JacobMerceruau4 Daniel Garobaranceb e rigd 2 \s\\
John Merrell 2 John Van Pelt 1 ZH4 - TG
GozenRyerss/ Joshua Mercereau 1 Plopred 4 % A
Terrence Reilley 3 Cornelius Mercereau 1 A § 1

s
4
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Joseph Wood 3 MagdalenEllis (widow) 1 ol T




White Wealtt vs Black Wealth

Recorded the following instrument at the requedioé a Black
woman t he wife dfhenFrige tS are
year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred and eight.

,

SamueDissosway fdiaka Free Samo
through the travails of slavery in the Early Republic.




White Wealtt vs Black Wealth

Year Payment Date Notes

1787 OL 0/- Od 12/1/1787 Sam signs agreement

1788 3L 15/- 12/15/1788

1789 11L 10/- 8/8/1789 3L 18/ in interest; 7L 12/ principal
1790 3L 8/-10d 12/1/1790 interest only

1791 3L 8/-10d 12/1/1791 interest only

Hannah BedeTenahfrdm herh e r
husbandods wi | | Il n 17

Sam begins making payments in 1788 and
Il s npaid i n full o Fe

::;:j ;tf;_ . ;Z:);g:i 3L 8/ 10d in interest; 15/ 2d principal The full amount of money pa|d by Sam
1793 3L 12/6/1793 was 91L, 5/, 4d

1794 6L 7/7/1794

1794 5L 9/1/1794

1795 10L 4/15/1795

1796 20L 1/15/1796

1796

12L 16/-

n t

2/8/1796 "paid in full"




Last JWill and Jestament of gm gm% 2780
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New York is still a colony as the
Revolutionary War is still being
fought.

Hannah BedeTlenah i

from her deceased husband
through a will dated April 1780.

Nl gl ve and beg
beloved wife Hannah; the sum of
two hundred pounds, my negro
wench namedenalé o
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January 12, 1806

nNéeand that my execu
power to contract with the Masters of such

of my children as is Slaves, for their

N\

freedanméa n_




