Resolution by the New York State Community Commission on Reparations Remedies to adopt the
Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for New York State Black
victims of gross violations of international human rights law and serious violations of international
humanitarian law consistent with resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 16
December 2005

Whereas, On December 19, 2023, Chapter 729 of the Laws of 2023 was signed by Governor Hochul. The
law established the New York State Community Commission on Reparations Remedies (hereinafter
referred to as the "the Commission"); and

discrimination that
tion of African Americans’ life,
ir own labors.

Whereas, The law is necessary because the slavery and subsequent str
flourished in New York State constituted an immoral and inhuman d
liberty, citizenship rights, cultural heritage, and denied them the
Whereas, The law assigns several duties to the Commissio rryout various
responsibilities , including:

(1) Examine the institution of slavery which existe

New York.

(2) Examine the extent to which the f as the state and local governments
of New York, supported the institu 2 xtent to which such
governments prevented, opposed, Oge laved Africans to repatriate to

their homeland.
(3) Examine how New Yo
out federal policieg
(4) Examine the de
descendants, a erally at both the state and federal levels of
government, during ¢ of the Civil War and the present, including, but
not limited :
institution of slavery and discrimination on living
a society in the State of New York.

Recommend ¥te ways to educate the public of The Commission’s findings.

(8) Recommend apRE@pPriate remedies and reparations in consideration of The Commission’s
findings on the matters described in paragraphs 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6 listed above to determine how the
State of New York may provide for appropriate laws, policies, programs, projects, and other
recommendations in order to reverse such injuries. Such remedies may include compensation,
including but not limited to the amount of compensation and who should be eligible for such
compensation.

(9) Examine the feasibility for the creation of a bureau to assist in the distribution and
administration of remedies and reparations as recommended by The Commission pursuant to
paragraph 8 above; and



Whereas, The law provides the Commission with certain powers, including:

(a) The Commission shall, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act, solicit public
input from stakeholders and interested parties, and shall hold such public hearings as the
commission considers appropriate.

(b) Any subcommittee or member of the Commission may, if authorized by the Commission, take
any action which the Commission is authorized to take by this section.

(c) The Commission may acquire directly from the head of any department, agency, or
instrumentality of the state, available information, which the commission considers useful in the
discharge of its duties.

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved:

Nations definition as
“...measures to redress violations of human rights by providi ge of material and symbolic benefits
to victims or their families as well as affe must be adequate, effective,

appropriatégmedsures should be taken to ensure their safety, physical and psychological
well-being and privacy as well as those of their families.

(4) And serious violations of international humanitarian include the victims’ right to equal and
effective access to justice; adequate, affected and prompt reparation for harm suffered; and
access to relevant information concerning violations, reparation mechanisms.

(5) A victim of gross violation of international human rights law or of a serious violation of
international humanitarian law shall have equal access to an effective judicial remedy as
provided for under international law.



(6) Adequate, effective, and prompt reparation is intended to promote justice by redressing
gross violations or serious violations of international humanitarian law.

(C) The Commission, in order to recommend judgment for reparation against individuals or entities liable
for the harm suffered and endeavor to recommend legal judgments for reparation in accordance with
domestic law, and international legal obligation hereby embraces the following:

Restitution: should, whenever possible, restore the victim to the original situation before the gross
violations of international human rights law or serious violations of international humanitarian law

occurred. (Restitution includes as appropriate: restoration of liberty, enj nt of human rights,

identity, family life and citizenship, return to one’s place of residence ration of employment and

return of property.)

disclosure does not cause further har interest of the victim, the
victim’s relatives, witpe

cknowledgment of the facts and acceptance of responsibility
 sanctions against persons liable for the violations

and internationd manitarian law training and in educational material at all levels

Guarantees of non-repetition: should include, where applicable, any or all of the following measures
which will also contribute to prevention

e ensuring effective civilian control of military and security forces

e ensuring all civilian and military proceedings abide by international standards of due
process, fairness and impartiality

e strengthening the independence of the judiciary



e protecting persons in the legal, medical and healthcare professions, the media and other
related professions, and human rights defenders

e providing our priority and continued basis, human rights and international humanitarian law
education to all sectors of society and training for law enforcement officials as well as
military and security forces

e promoting the observance of codes of conduct and ethical norms, in particular international
standards, by public service, including law enforcement, correctional, media, medical,
psychological, social service and military personnel, as well as by economic enterprises

e promoting mechanisms for preventing and monitoring social icts and their resolution

e reviewing and reforming laws contributing to or allowing violations of international

human rights law and serious violations of internatio itarian law

(C) The Commission will develop and suggest means of infor; lic and, in particular,

victims of gross violations of international human rights | d serious violati international

humanitarian law of the rights and remedies address hese Basic Principles a

(D) The Commission will strive to ensure that the applica retation of these™Basic Principles

and Guidelines will be consistent with international human r and international humanitarian

law and be without any discrimination of without exception.

(E) Nothing in these Basic Principles and Guit stricting or derogating from

any rights or obligations arising under domes

(F) Nothing in this resolutj ating from internationally or nationally

protected rights of otheg accused person to benefit from applicable

standards of due proces
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