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Proclamation

%bereas, New York State has always served as a beacon of opportunity and hope for out residents, and as such we rightfully expect our
communities to be free from crime and violence in all forms; yet despite the significant strides we have made to reduce gun violence, it remains one of the
most prevalent and exigent public safety concerns in our state and nation; and

%bereaﬁ, the COVID-19 pandemic brought on a sutge of gun violence in New Yotk State and across the nation, disrupting several years of
significant and sustained progtess to teduce shootings and save lives in communities disproportionately affected by gun violence; and

%bereas, in response to this escalation, New Yotk State made recotd-level investments in the state's Gun Involved Violence Elimination (GIVE)
initiative as well as its SNUG Street Outreach program, both of which utilize evidence-based practices to ptevent and reduce gun violence in addition to
connecting those at risk with services and support; these projects have proven greatly effective; and

gbtrtaﬁ, the number of illegal guns taken off our streets by the New Yotk State Police has more than tripled in the past five years due to
increased investment, from 517 in 2020 to 1,706 in 2024; the State Police's increased usage of the state's life-saving Red Flag Law last year resulted in 3,057
firearms being removed from individuals who were deemed a danger to themselves or others; and

%bereaﬁ, these efforts are complemented by the work of the New York State Office of Gun Violence Prevention, which uses a statewide
comprehensive, coordinated, and sustainable approach to creating equity with community-led and place-based gun violence prevention strategies; these
strategies include suppott for local health systems, direct investment in safe spaces for young people, and Project RISE, which funds community-based
otganizations and grassroots programs that provide opportunities for individuals and families; and

%bereas, this multifaceted and data-driven approach has resulted in gun violence in the state reaching its lowest level on record, with police
departments participating in GIVE reporting a 28 percent reduction in shooting incidents with injuty, a 25 percent reduction in the number of individuals
harmed by gunfire, and 24 fewer individuals killed by gun violence in 2024 compared to 2023; according to the United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, New York State now has the third lowest firearm-related mortality rate in the country; and

whereas, National Gun Violence Awareness Day is commemorated annually on the first Friday of June, this year on June 6, and kicks off Wear
Orange Weekend, which honots the memory of Hadiya Pendleton, who was 15 in 2013 when she was killed by a gunshot; in the wake of her death, Hadiya's
friends asked people to wear orange as a symbol of human life in rtemembrance of all victims and survivors of gun violence; and

%bm’eaﬂ, on this day and weekend, and throughout the month of June, nationally recognized as Gun Violence Awatreness Month, all New
Yorkers are asked to tenew our commitment to ending gun violence by doing everything possible to keep firearms out of the wrong hands and encouraging
responsible gun ownetship to keep childten, families, and communities safe;

o, Therefore, 1, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim June 2025 as

GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

in the Empire State and urge all people to support efforts to prevent the tragic effects of gun violence and to wear orange in both solidarity with one another
and remembrance of those lives lost.

Given under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State

at the Capitol in the City of Albany this sixth day

of June i? yeat two thousand twenty-five.

Gobernor

Secretary to the Governor

Karen Persichilli Keogh



