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Colonial New York           Dispossession

By 1703, more than 42 

percent of New York City 

households included 

enslaved people of 

African descent.



Revolutionary New York          Dispossession



Early National New York          Disinheritance



Sojourner Truth, born Isabella Baumfree, Ulster County    1797

New York passed a gradual 

abolition statute in 1799, but it 

did not immediately free 

enslaved New Yorkers like 

Sojourner Truth



”The legislature drew an indelible line between blacks and whites of all 

classes. The law devalued blacks in comparison to whites, for white men 

gained the vote despite their occupations and wealth or lack of it.” 

–Leslie M. Harris, In the Shadow of Slavery (119).

Early National New York          1821-26



”All of this 
wealth and 
power made 
Black lives 
cheap in the 
minds of 
white 
leaders.”  -
Jonathan 
Daniel Wells, 
The 
Kidnapping 
Club

Wall Street, New York City            1830s



“The slave is robbed, 

by his master, of all his 

earnings, above what 

is required for his bare 

physical necessities” –

Frederick Douglass, 

1855

New York Freedom Fighters              1855



Racial Wealth Gap in 1860: 56:1              

Ellora Derenoncourt, Chi Hyun Kim, Moritz Kuhn, Moritz Schularick, “Wealth of Two Nations: The U.S. Racial Wealth Gap, 

1860–2020,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol. 139, 2, (May 2024): 693–750, https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad044

https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad044


Auburn, Cayuga County, New York        1857-1904

Places that welcomed fugitives from 
enslavement did not necessarily 
support Black economic advancement.



Racial Wealth Gap in 1870: 23:1  

Ellora Derenoncourt, Chi Hyun Kim, Moritz Kuhn, Moritz Schularick, “Wealth of Two Nations: The U.S. Racial Wealth Gap, 

1860–2020,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol. 139, 2, (May 2024): 693–750, https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad044

https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad044


Auburn, New York        Decapitalization  1911

Photograph of Harriet Tubman (seated, center, in white shawl), with caretakers at the 

Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged, circa 1911; source: 

https://msmagazine.com/2022/03/02/karen-v-hill-harriet-tubman-home-house/



Harlem, New York City     Moving to Opportunity  1920s



Syracuse, New York        Decapitalization 1918

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, NAID: 137929742

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/137929742



Syracuse, New York         Decapitalization 1937

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC)



Syracuse, New York         Decapitalization 1937

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC); source: https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining



Economic Inclusion          1930s – 1960s 

     

“Equality is the heart and essence of democracy, freedom, and justice, equality of 

opportunity in industry, in labor unions, schools and colleges, government, politics, 

and before the law. There must be no dual standards of justice, no dual rights, 

privileges, duties, or responsibilities of citizenship.” –A. Phillip Randolph



Economic Inclusion          1930s – 1960s 

     



Economic Inclusion          1930s – 1960s 

     



Economic Inclusion          1930s – 1960s 

     

“Equality in the enjoyment of property rights was regarded by the framers of 

that [Fourteenth] Amendment as an essential pre-condition to the realization of 

other basic civil rights and liberties which the Amendment was intended to 

guarantee” –Shelley v. Kraemer (1948)



Rising Inequality          1980s - Present 

    



https://integratenyc.org/campaign

Economic Inclusion          1960s - Present 

     





Interlocking Disadvantage         Present Day



Interlocking Disadvantage         Present Day



Interlocking Disadvantage         Present Day



Ellora Derenoncourt, Chi Hyun Kim, Moritz Kuhn, Moritz Schularick, “Wealth of Two Nations: The U.S. Racial Wealth Gap, 

1860–2020,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol. 139, 2, (May 2024): 693–750, https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjad044
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“when it comes to wealth, the racial gap has largely remained unchanged 

since such data began to be systematically collected.” --Grieve 

Chelwa, Darrick Hamilton, & Avi Green, “ Identity Group Stratification, Political 

Economy & Inclusive Economic Rights,” Daedalus 152.1 (2023): 156.

Looking into the Future
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