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HISTORY AND PERSPECTIVE

* WWII LABOR MARKET IN DESPAIR

* RIGHT HERE IN BRONX JEROME AVE. SOLICIT DAY LABOR

BRONX SLAVE MARKET

A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, BY MARVEL COOKE, PAGE 4




Labor after the Depression

Slavery.

Bronx Slave Mart !
Is Active as Ever{

B+ MARVEL COOKE
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Undercover Investigation

e Ella Baker Marvel Cooke




Expose

Help Wanted: The Bronx Slave Markets and the
Exploitation of Black Women Domestic Workers

By Makoroba Sow, Librarian Il
April 15, 2022

Stephen A. Schwarzman Building

In 1939, a graduate student named Lois Taylor went undercover on the streets of the Bronx. The subject of Taylor's
months-long investigation was the so-called “slave markets” that had proliferated on the street corners of New York's
northernmost borough. Posing as a jobseeker, Taylor documented the markets for her Columbia University master'’s
thesis. At the infamous Bronx Slave Markets, Black women gathered to find domestic work in the homes of white families.
On street corners, outside shops, and in empty lots, women waited for prospective employers to approach, size them up,
and bargain for day labor. Rates were as low as 15 to 20 cents an hour or one dollar a day. Comparisons to antebellum
America were hard to ignore. Of her own investigation, journalist Marvel Cooke wrote: “l was a slave traded for two truck
horses on a Memphis street corner in 1849. | was a slave trading my brawn for a pittance on a Bronx street corner in
1949. As | stood there waiting to be bought, | lived through a century of indignity.”




Amsterdam News Report

‘“When Is America Coming In?’’ - - BriXish Public|
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News

“Rain or shine, cold or hot, you will find them there Negro women, old and young sometimes bedraggled,
sometimes neatly dressed but with the invariable paper bundle, waiting expectantly for Bronx housewives
to buy their strength and energy for an hour, two hours, or even for a day at the munificent sum of fifteen,
twenty, twenty-five or if luck be with them, thirty cents an hour.”

Later, while working for the Compass, a progressive daily newspaper, Cooke returned to the topic of domestic
laborers. She also told the stories of sex workers. In both series, Cooke centered the stories on the lives of the
women. She was considerate and deliberate. She made sure that readers understood the rich, full, and complex
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Reparations Remedies

e Laurence Fishburne reads a letter by Jourdan Anderson to his former
slave master.

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evi i7ROSFQ

* When you compensate him and his wife, would total $11,000+

* . When he receives that compensation, he will return to labor on his
plantation. Until then...


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evi_i7R0SFQ
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