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Several planning efforts are informing the projects presented in this application including an Active Transportation Plan
(2020), Wayfinding Master Plan (2021), and an updated Comprehensive Plan (2022). 
As part of the Letchworth Gateway Villages initiative, regional planning has taken place to bolster the outdoor recreation
and heritage tourism economy here in the Genesee Valley. This led to a Trail Towns initiative aimed at revitalizing rural
communities by growing outdoor tourism and small businesses. 
A local committee was formed to investigate the revitalization of Highland Park. A landscape architect has been engaged
to develop a park master plan. 
Promote Geneseo is working with a designer to develop a downtown brand for Geneseo focused on tourism promotion. 
Funding has been applied for through the 2022 Consolidated Funding Application to prepare a reuse analysis for two
anchor buildings in the downtown that are ripe for investment. 

Honorable Council:

On behalf of the Village of Geneseo, I am honored to present you with our proposal for NY Forward funding. This application
is rooted in careful planning and if funded, we have projects that are ready to advance. 

In 2017 the Village of Geneseo was named a finalist for DRI (Downtown Revitalization Initiative) funding. Presenting to the
selection committee was a valuable experience for our small community, and it helped us to recognize what we were lacking.
Over the last five year we have prepared.

As the county seat, Geneseo offers an important heart beat and commercial core for our whole county and beyond. The
following pages outline a clear strategy to capitalize on past success to bring new investment into the downtown area. The
development envisioned by Geneseo’s NY Forward application will bring new life to our Main Street corridor and historic
Valley driving visitors to our area, further leveraging efforts to enhance our downtown into a vibrant destination. 

Letter from Mayor Christopher Ivers
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The Village of Geneseo, incorporated in 1832, is in Livingston County, in the Finger Lakes Region of New York State. The
Village is approximately 30 miles south of Rochester, New York, and lies within the five-county Rochester Metropolitan
Statistical Area. The Village is five miles east of Interstate 390, which connects it to Northern and Southern routes, and ten
miles to the South of State Route 20, which connects the Village to Eastern and Western routes, including the Buffalo-Niagara
region and the Finger Lakes.

Overlooking the Genesee River Valley, the Village’s character is defined by the picturesque views of rolling hills and the
historic buildings and streetscapes, including the historic district designated in 1991 as a National Historic Landmark. The 
 State University of New York at Geneseo was founded in 1867 as the Geneseo Normal School, and it currently has an
enrollment of approximately 5,000 students. Over 3,000 students live in on-campus housing, and the other 2,000 live in
housing in and around the Village, contributing to the community’s population, economy, and diversity.

The Genesee Valley is rich in agricultural assets that have contributed to the region’s prosperity since the founding of the
Town of Geneseo in 1789. Nearby outdoor amenities include Letchworth State Park, Conesus and Hemlock Lakes, the
Genesee River, and many parks and trails that contribute to the quality of life for the 8,281 residents.

Geographic Area and Justification
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The proposed NY Forward
area focuses on Geneseo’s
Main Street. It is the center
of commerce, government,
social interaction,
entertainment, and education
in not only the Village but the
County. It’s here that
residents meet, shop, access
services, dine, and share
ideas – in the same historic
buildings and public spaces
that have hosted these
activities for generations.
Students from all points of
the globe interact with locals.
This is the very heart and
soul of the Livingston
County community.

From the historic Wadsworth
Homestead at the south end
of Main Street, north to the
Village border, this mixed-
use district is home to
restaurants, retail, and
residential. The downtown
area is bordered by SUNY
Geneseo to the west. On the 



eastern border of downtown you’ll find residential development along with assets such as the Riviera Theater, Wadsworth
Library, Livingston County Historical Society/County Museum and Highland Park. At the north end of the district you have
the County Government Center and Geneseo Central School, two highly trafficked destinations that could be better
connected to the downtown district with already planned streetscape, walkability, and wayfinding improvements.
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Socioeconomic and demographic data compiled through the Village’s Comprehensive Plan in 2022 indicate that the Village of
Geneseo has significant potential for growth. The population of the Village is younger than Livingston County as a whole,
with 60.1% of the population born between 1999 and 2016, compared to 24.3% for the County. The Village’s educational
attainment exceeds that of the County, with 47.4% of Village residents possessing a Bachelor’s degree or higher compared to
27.6% of County residents. Given that the Village of Geneseo is both the Livingston County seat and the home of SUNY-
Geneseo, it is not surprising that 41.9% of jobs in the Village are in the Government sector, followed by 18.6% in the Retail
Trade sector and another 15.9% in Accommodation and Food Services. While housing tenure is almost evenly split between
owner-occupied and renter-occupied in the Village (likely a result of the high student population in the Village), compared to 



73.8% owner-occupied and 26.2% renter-occupied for the County, the owner-occupied units in the Village tend to have a
higher value than those in the County as a whole. Over 73.4% of the Village’s owner-occupied housing units are valued
between $100,000 and $199,999 compared to 47% of County owner-occupied housing units and the average value of an
owner-occupied home in the Village is $162,799 compared to $144,211 in the County. A housing affordability analysis
prepared based on Zillow and ESRI data indicates that 47.8% of Village residents can afford a median-priced home without
being considered cost-burdened. The relative youth of the Village’s population, fueled by the presence of college students,
creates an opportunity for the Village to retain and attract younger residents by promoting and enhancing its status as a livable
community. This data also suggests that a segment of the Village population has the education that can lead to more lucrative
employment and homeownership and, in turn, can support a robust retail, dining, and entertainment sector within the Village.  

In contrast, as reflected in the table below, the median household income, per capita income and median disposable income in
Village of Geneseo lags behind the County as a whole.

Female householders with no spouse or partner present represented 46.7% of all households in the Village, followed by 29.6%
comprised of married-couple households, 19.5% male householders with no spouse or partner present, and 4.1% cohabitating
couple households. People living alone  comprised a total of 24% of households. The 2019 ACS 5-year estimates also indicate
that the Village has an overall poverty rate of 45.5%, with an additional 11.3% of people falling within 100% and 149% of the
poverty level and qualifying as “low-income”. These lower income levels and high poverty rates are clearly impacted by 
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SUNY-Geneseo students living off-campus who may have no
or very low income. This conclusion is supported by data
showing a 91% poverty rate among unrelated individuals
aged 18-24 years. 

However, family poverty statistics for the Village, which by
definition would exclude most, if not all, off-campus student
population, indicate a higher level of family poverty in the
Village. According to the 2019 ACS 5-year estimates, the
Village has a family poverty rate of 14.7%, which is 5.2
points higher than the national rate and 6.8 points higher
than in Livingston County as a whole. For female
householders with no spouse present the poverty rate
approaches 30% and for female householders with children
and no spouse present the poverty rate approaches 50%.

The data presented above supports a number of the key
initiatives in Geneseo’s NY Forward application. The
community’s education level, mix of housing options, and
affordability indicate that Geneseo is well positioned to
absorb new development and provide recreation, housing,
and entertainment options for a growing regional workforce.
However, the Village’s poverty rate and low median
household income indicate the need for additional
investment in community resources, infrastructure, and
services to make Geneseo and Livingston County a more
equitable and sustainable community for all members.
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Community input overwhelmingly supports that Geneseo should be a community where growth and development respect our
treasured natural environment and historic character. Our vision to “Protect what we have while being purposeful in what we
change and how we grow” is a strategy to build upon our existing architectural and geographic strengths to position Geneseo
for today and generations long into the future. Our downtown revitalization strategy is about leveraging assets like our 19th-
century iconic downtown, the picturesque campus of SUNY Geneseo, the Genesee River and Letchworth State Park to
provide a unique catalyst for year-round tourism, economic development, and re-population. We’re rethinking Geneseo as a
whole and seeking bold, innovative opportunities to propel the Village to be a vibrant cultural hub featuring performing and
visual arts, tourism, locally-driven events, and other economically productive activity. 

Vision Statement

We’re rethinking Geneseo as a whole and seeking bold, innovative
opportunities to propel the Village to be a vibrant cultural hub

featuring performing and visual arts, tourism, locally-driven events,
and other economically productive activity. 

In 2011 Geneseo became a member of the Downtown Partnership, a county-wide program staffed by a full time Downtown
Coordinator, with the mission of promoting and enhancing the unique, authentic, and vibrant communities of Livingston
County. Since joining, the Village of Geneseo has invested a total of $43,000 in the County’s Downtown Partnership
Program. During that time, Livingston County Development Corporation has injected $1,492,000 in grant funding into the
Village of Geneseo, leveraging an additional $1,616,000 in private investment for a total investment of $3,108,000. These
financial investments clearly illustrate the commitment among local leaders and property owners to support and further
downtown revitalization in Livingston County. 

Additionally, the Village has invested in and adopted Design Guidelines to advise building renovations. $60,000 has been
invested in streetscape enhancements, including the installation of pedestrian scale lighting along Main and Center Streets.
$1.5 million was invested in a Main Street Infrastructure project including: water, sewer, sidewalk, curbs, and street
rehabilitation.

In 2012 the historic Wadsworth Homestead, a 300 acre estate at the terminus of Main Street, was completely restored on the
first two floors and opened to the public for tours and as an event center. Visitation and event bookings now warrant
renovation of the third floor of this historic site. The Riviera Theater on Center Street completed renovations in 2015,
bringing the historic theater up to modern standards including all new wiring, plumbing, insulation, and HVAC. Original
furnishings and wall coverings have been replicated as close as possible to match the historic 1923 theater renovation. The
Riviera is now a multi-use cultural anchor for the Village and a center for community events.

Past Investment and Future Potential
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Livingston County’s 2021 Dream-O-Vate grant program, an initiative aimed at funding and supporting new entrepreneurs
and expanding small businesses throughout the County, funded 6 projects in Geneseo. These small retail businesses attract
visitors, liven previously vacant storefronts, and strengthen the Village’s local economy.

Livingston is one of only two counties in New York State that offers tax exemption for mixed-use properties through section
485-n of the Real Property Tax Law. The 485-n abatement is an investment in growth and development by the village
residents and an incentive for building owners to invest in their property and contribute to the sense of place downtown.
Geneseo has adopted this as a local law, offering a partial tax exemption from town taxes and village taxes to properties that
are converted, created, rehabilitated, expanded, or otherwise improved for commercial and mixed residential and commercial
uses.

A survey of building owners in the NY Forward area has surfaced nearly $3 million in projects that owners would be
interested in taking on should a funding program be available to aid in improvements. 

Geneseo’s future is primed for additional growth and investment. Recently completed planning including a Commercial
District Analysis, updated Design Guidelines, Wayfinding Study, Active Transportation Plan, updated Comprehensive Plan,
the Village of Geneseo is actively preparing to sustainably attract and absorb new jobs, residents, and investment. The NY
Forward investment will allow Geneseo to advance the most critical projects from these plans while also encouraging and
supporting private investments that harmonizes with Geneseo’s vision to “Protect what we have while being purposeful in
what we change and how we grow.”

In 2020, a new 50,000sf building went up in the Town of Geneseo which now houses Rochester Regional Health. This
project is located on a 26-acre site with significant available acres for future development.
In the Village of Geneseo an expansion is planned at the UR/Noyes Urgent Care Building houses additional medical
offices and UR Medicine/Noyes has also recently located a kidney disease and dialysis center on Millennium Drive in the
Village. 
Livingston County Economic Development is currently working on two confidential projects that will mean significant job
growth in the Geneseo area. One is in Avon, just north of Geneseo. Engineering and pre-development planning have
begun on both projects, which combined will create over 500 new jobs near Geneseo.

In 2017, Livingston County completed an Economic Development Strategic Plan and examined the relationship between
population and talent and the County’s future potential in terms of growth and employment opportunities. The economic
development world has seen a shift in the key drivers of business location and hiring decisions: employers follow population
and talent, and regions with concentrations of highly skilled or reliable talent are experiencing growth and investment. The
result is that jobs will not attract professionals, but rather a focus on the attraction of population and talent will help to attract
jobs – a condition that makes Geneseo ripe for development and expansion.

Economic activity at the county level has been significant. The County, through the Industrial Development Agency, currently
has 35 active projects that have resulted in the creation of 1,571 new full-time equivalent jobs. Twenty-two (22) of these
projects are in close proximity to Geneseo, with more nearby development in progress:

The Village of Geneseo’s two largest employers are located in downtown Geneseo – SUNY-Geneseo and Livingston County – 

Recent and Impending Job Growth
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employing a combined 1500 professionals. The presence of the College, along with the continued growth and expansion of
regional healthcare offices and facilities in the region, make Geneseo centrally located to a large and growing number of well-
paying professional careers in healthcare and education. These careers have the potential to attract young professionals and
families in need of quality, affordable housing and looking for communities with family-friendly amenities. Geneseo offers a
number of amenities, including a historic downtown, premier educational institutions, quality healthcare and outdoor
recreational opportunities, that have the potential to make Geneseo a residential and recreational location of choice for
regional workers. The Village of Geneseo’s NY Forward proposal envisions future projects that build upon the community’s
existing assets and position Geneseo as the destination community for new professionals in the region.

Geneseo has experienced population growth over the past decade, including an increasing share of millennials (age 25-44)
with families, and has become the largest downtown in Livingston County. The Village’s affordability, quality of life, quaint
historic character, and good schools and community assets have positioned it to potentially become a destination for
professionals in the education and healthcare industries as well as the growing remote workforce.

NY Forward investment in downtown Geneseo will position the Village to implement development plans that will further
improve the sense of place and quality of life in the community, helping to attract residents and visitors, and in turn new jobs.

The Village of Geneseo offers a unique experience for residents and visitors, blending urban and rural living with a wide
variety of quality assets and amenities. Geneseo’s downtown is nationally recognized with a rich history, landmark status, and
an unmatched variety of architectural styles. A dense urban fabric centered on Main Street radiates from a central fountain,
and the downtown is bounded by a park-like corridor to the south and on the north by a tree-lined promenade of stately
homes and porches. In its addition of Geneseo to the National Register of Historic Places (1991) the National Park Service
called Geneseo, “one of the most remarkably preserved villages in northwestern New York” adding that, “Geneseo is one of
the best examples of picturesque architecture and town planning…”

Geneseo’s quaint historic, urban character is juxtaposed by the natural wonders of the rural landscape which surrounds it.
Geneseo’s wealth of nearby natural assets make it a truly special place to live. Natural features around the downtown include
the stunning landscapes of Letchworth State Park, known as the “Grand Canyon of the East” and voted “Best State Park” in
2015 by USA Today. Hemlock and Conesus Lakes provide additional recreational opportunities as part of an extensive
network of waterways, hiking, biking, and snowmobile trails that help to support the very active four-season lifestyle of
Geneseo’s residents. And the Genesee River, which flows directly adjacent to downtown Geneseo, has untapped potential as a  
recreation attraction in the region. Planned improvements including boat and kayak launches, fishing access, and scenic
passive water access have the potential to dramatically improve the experience for local residents.

In the summer, the Village hosts the Geneseo Farmers’ Market each Thursday afternoon. Located at the heart of the
downtown, Center Street is closed to vehicles while the Farmers’ Market is in full swing. The market offers residents and
visitors a taste of the local produce, artisan works, music, and an overall great time for people of all ages. Many of the
downtown restaurants provide outdoor seating in the summertime for customers to enjoy the beautiful setting while dining.

The Livingston County and Geneseo communities are constantly working to improve and expand the programming and
events that make the region unique and attractive. In 2022 a regional mural festival, part of the Livingston Inspirations Trail,

Quality of Life
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applied large murals to buildings in each of the County’s nine downtowns. The Conrad’s Building on Main Street in Geneseo,
a vacant but significant redevelopment opportunity, now attracts new visitors to downtown Geneseo.

Geneseo’s regional location in the center of Livingston County gives Village residents easy access to a wide variety of events,
attractions, and excursions for all ages and interests. Music festivals, arts & crafts shows, the Genesee Valley Hunt Races, 10
craft breweries and wineries, hunting and fishing, and much more are all within a short drive of downtown Geneseo. The
Geneseo Jam Kitchen, which promotes live music, has successfully introduced a concert series at Geneseo’s Wadsworth
Homestead and Riviera Theater. And a major music festival, planned for 2023, will attract thousands of visitors to the region.

The Village’s proximity between both the Rochester and Buffalo metropolitan areas gives residents access to professional
sporting events, arts and cultural events, quality educational opportunities, and a plethora of dining and entertainment
options. Tourism data also shows that a significant number of day-trippers and weekenders come into the Geneseo area from
the Rochester and Buffalo market, supporting Main Street businesses while they are here for area events and attractions.
SUNY-Geneseo is another large attraction bringing in over 40,000 visitors annually. 

With access to quality education, natural wonders and outdoor recreation, historic architecture and character, and rural and
urban living, Geneseo offers a quality of life that will attract the next generation of young families and professionals looking for
dynamic, affordable, and memorable experiences.

The Village of Geneseo has a history of thoughtful and proactive planning that has focused on fostering growth and
development while preserving the character and characteristics of the Village that make it an attractive place to live and raise a
family. The Village’s 2007 Comprehensive Plan was based on the mission statement “Protect what we have; be purposeful in
what we add.” This mission statement was refined when the Village updated its Comprehensive Plan in 2022 to “Protect what
we have while being purposeful in what we change and how we grow.” The 2022 Comprehensive Plan sets out the
community’s vision for local land use, growth, and development. The Plan includes a Future Land Use Plan which designates
“Character Areas”, which are packages of potential land uses assigned to specific geographic areas within the Village. These
designations and the Future Land Use Map which incorporates them are intended to act as a guide for future zoning and
development regulation and decisions. The Village Center/Urban Character Area has Main Street as its spine and extends
from Route 20A in the south to North and Court Streets on the north, significantly overlapping with the proposed NY
Forward target area. The compatible uses for this area encompass the idea of a livable and walkable downtown and include
diversified residential offerings, community facilities, local retail and services that generate foot traffic, parks and recreation
areas, and lodging and tourism-related uses. The enhancement of parks and public spaces is a key initiative in the
Comprehensive Plan and providing parks and public spaces and access to cultural and recreational opportunities to families
with children and people of all ages are objectives within the Plan that will contribute to the quality of life for Village residents.

Another key initiative identified in the Comprehensive Plan is the implementation of the recommendations in the Geneseo
Active Transportation Plan prepared in 2020. The Active Transportation Plan, initiated by Livingston County, the Genesee
Transportation Council, and the Town and Village of Geneseo, recommends specific facility, programmatic, and policy
improvements to create an implementable plan for making Geneseo a more walkable and bikeable community. The Active
Transportation Plan concluded that nearly all of the streets with the central core of the Village were comfortable for
pedestrians, the following crossing recommendations were made: enhance existing mid-block or minor intersection crosswalks

Supportive Local Policies
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along North Street, Court Street, and Avon Road (Route 39) through potential curb extensions, additional signage, and
reflective posts; and where feasible, implement new and/or enhanced crossings along Main Street through curb extensions,
additional signage, and reflective posts; and where feasible, implement new and/or enhanced crossings along Main Street
through curb extensions, vertical elements, and additional signage. Recommended biking facilities impacting the downtown
area included marking bike lanes along sections of North Street and Main Street; installing Shared Use Markings on key low-
speed roadways within the Village; and implementing bicycle parking at key destinations throughout the Village. Regulatory
approaches recommended to encourage active transportation include land use regulations that encourage sidewalk
construction and development closer to the street and commercial district regulations that promote mixed-use activity centers
and pedestrian-scaled development. The 2022 Comprehensive Plan recommends adoption of the Active Transportation Plan
and support for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure throughout the Village. Objectives identified in the Comprehensive Plan
include meeting the needs of residents who rely on active transportation to commute or access needed services; promoting
active transportation to reduce vehicular travel and lessen the number of pollutants released in the community; promoting
social equity by reducing the need to own a vehicle and creating opportunities for socialization; and using walkability and
bikeability to promote livability and connections to local businesses.

Planning for the Village of Geneseo’s future has been and continues to be a community-driven, collaborative effort utilizing
the resources and expertise of Livingston County, the Downtown Partnership, Promote Geneseo, Geneseo Community Main
Street, the Association for the Preservation of Geneseo, and many dedicated Village residents. These organizations have built
an infrastructure of community collaboration focused on improving the quality of life for all members of the Geneseo and
Livingston County community. 

The Village’s information booth was manned each week with
one Village board member and one staff person from
Livingston County Economic Development. On average 50
people stopped by the booth each week and at least 75% of
them participated by interacting with the informational boards
that were on display and/or taking a survey. Participants also
took handouts home to help distribute the information on the
community participation survey. On the informational boards,
participants were able to vote on whether or not they agreed
with the Village's Vision as developed for the 2022
Comprehensive Plan update. They were also able to provide
feedback on why they choose to come to Geneseo to live and
what their top change would be.

Public Support
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The Village of Geneseo and Livingston County initiated a public outreach process in 2022 to engage village residents and help
determine priorities for potential NY Forward funding. 

Young families, entrepreneurs, established business owners, community leaders and officials, farmers, the local workforce,
low-income and senior populations, recreation enthusiasts, artists, and students were all given a voice and the opportunity to
provide input in the development of this application. The Village of Geneseo set up at three farmers’ markets to gather public
input and share details about the NY Forward program. 
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Two online surveys were created, and paper copies of the surveys were also available at the farmers’ market. One hundred
thirteen (113) people took the online survey for public input. The vast majority of respondents agreed with the Village’s
Comprehensive Plan and NY Forward vision statements, as well as offering suggestions for potential improvements. These
results were consistent with the survey and widespread public input resulting from the Village’s 2022 Comprehensive Plan
process.

Fourteen (14) building owners took a second survey to propose a potential NY Forward project. These responses helped to
substantiate the Village’s intended inclusion of a programmatic building renovation program to be funded through NY
Forward grant funds.

Direct interviews with 12 Village stakeholders including business owners, local officials, Village residents, and representatives
from SUNY Geneseo, were also conducted as part of the NY Forward application process. These stakeholders vetted the
potential proposed projects, offered insight into the Village’s future development viability, and committed to assisting with
Geneseo’s on-going development including potential participation on a NY Forward local planning committee.

"I am excited for the future, as many young families have moved to
the area, and it seems a very talented & creative group of young

people are bringing entertainment and art events, too."

-Geneseo NY Forward Survey Respondent



The Village of Geneseo is requesting $4.5 million to address $9.1 million of transformational projects. These are projects that
have been planned for and are ready to move forward. Several of the projects listed below will transform long vacant buildings
into anchors for the community. Geneseo is at a pivotal moment in its revitalization of downtown and the completion of these
projects could truly catapult this community to the next level.  

Transformational Projects

Public Art Trail

Location Cost

NY-39 (along the
existing school path)

$200,000.00

Project

Downtown Streetscape
& Wayfinding

Main Street (from South
St to North St)

$2,000,000.00

Building Renovation
Program

Main Street (from South
St to North St)

$1,000,000.00

Campus House 17 Main Street $200,000.00

Highland Park Highland Road $1,500,000.00

Big Tree Inn 46 Main Street $400,000.00

1

2

3

4

5

6

Roemer House 11 Bank Street $200,000.00

Pedestrian Promenade Center Street or
Chestnut Street

$100,000.00

7

8

Parking and Drainage
Improvements

24-30 Center Street $82,000.00

Village Building 119 Main Street $1,500,000.00

Former Conrad’s 125 Main Street $800,000.00

9

10

11

Former Laundromat 5 Chestnut Street $600,000.00

Wadsworth Homestead 4 South Street $600,000.00

12

13

Total Cost of Transformational Projects: $9,182,000.00

1

2

3
4

5
6

7
8

11 12

13

A

B

C

D

E

F

9

G

10

In addition to the projects listed above,
there are several other opportunities in

and around the NY Forward target area
that could become ready for funding

which would greatly improve quality of
life for residents and visitors.

Other Opportunities Improved access to the Genesee River for recreational use

Completion of the 6 mile “Loop Trail” through the Village and addition of an official trailhead

Improvements to Kelsey Field for athletic and recreational use

ADA improvements at the SUNY Geneseo “President’s House” and enhanced event space on site

Update downtown parking meters with a cashless solution 

Create a gateway and calm traffic at the entrance of Main Street at South Street

A

B

C

D

E

F

Complete restoration of a historic nineteenth-century, mile-long stone wall, a defining feature
and gateway into the Geneseo National Historic Landmark District

G
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Running north/south along NY-39 just north of downtown Geneseo,
this walking trail connects Geneseo High School to a nearby residential
neighborhood and into the downtown. Working with student and
community input, Livingston County and Geneseo have developed a
plan to install local public art along the fence that runs adjacent to the
path. This project will also include improvements to the path including
wayfinding signage and crosswalk/safety improvements. This
investment will help to beautify and enhance the northern entrance
into downtown Geneseo while safely moving pedestrian traffic between
major Village assets. The land owner is on board with the project and
the County and Village will work together to implement the project.

Project: Public Art Trail

Description:

1 Total Cost: $200,000.00
NY-39 (along the existing school path) 

Improvements to the school path including art installations are
recommended in Geneseo's Active Transportation Plan (2020)

In 2020, Livingston County completed an Active Transportation Plan in coordination with the Village and
Town of Geneseo. The Plan inventoried and assessed Geneseo’s existing transportation infrastructure and
proposed enhancements to the pedestrian, bicycling, and public transportation networks throughout the Town
and Village. Implementing specific facility, programmatic, and policy improvements of the Active
Transportation Plan will help to transform Geneseo into a more walkable and bikeable community.

The six existing crosswalks along Main Street lack sufficient safety, visibility, and accessibility components for
pedestrians to safely and comfortable cross the street and easily explore the businesses on both sides. The
installation of curb extensions at several of these crosswalks would allow for shorter crossing distances and
enable increased awareness between drivers and pedestrians. Though this recommendation would result in the
approximate loss of 5-7 parking spaces along Main St, the redesign could enhance the area’s walkability, which
could encourage more people to park farther away and walk to downtown businesses. These crosswalks could be
further enhanced with LS Markings, reflective posts, in-street signs, and back-to-back signage.

Main Street is also a challenging area for cyclists to travel comfortably and safely. The Active Transportation
Plan includes recommendations to better stripe and mark bicycle lanes, lane sharing opportunities, and
enhanced bicycle parking and bike racks throughout the downtown.

Expanding upon the Active Transportation Plan, Livingston County completed a Wayfinding Strategy in 2021
which recommended wayfinding enhancements throughout the County’s communities. The Geneseo
wayfinding recommendations include uniform, attractive signage targeting both vehicular and pedestrian traffic
including parking signs, pedestrian signs, gateway signage, and wayfinding kiosks. 

Geneseo strives to be an inclusive, accessible community that invites residents and visitors to explore, shop, and
dine in a safe, comfortable downtown environment. The Village is home to thousands of students every year and
the community’s amenities attract young families, senior citizens, and visitors of all ages and mobility levels. The
proposed streetscape and wayfinding improvements will enhance Geneseo’s quaint, historic aesthetic, improve
public safety, and provide an economic benefit as pedestrians have better access to downtown businesses.

Description:

Streetscape and Wayfinding improvements are detailed
in the Livingston County Wayfinding Strategy (2021)
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Project: Downtown Streetscape & Wayfinding2 Total Cost: $2,000,000.00
Main Street (from South St to North St)



A building renovation matching grant for mixed use properties in Geneseo’s downtown
district would allow building owners to make improvements to commercial and residential
units in the target area. Existing programing including New York State’s Main Street
Program (NYMS) and Livingston County’s First Impressions Program provide guidelines
for how this program would be structured and capacity exists at the local level to
administer a program like this. The Livingston County Development Corporation,
through its Downtown Partnership, has successfully administered 20 NYMS contracts
and has been offering First Impressions Program grants for 11 years now. 

A survey was mailed and emailed to every building owner in the designated downtown
district of Geneseo to gauge interest in such a program. Fourteen (14) respondents
identified almost $3 million in potential projects that they would be interested in
completing with the assistance of a matching fund like this. 

Description:

Project: Building Renovation Program3 Total Cost: $1,000,000.00
Main Street (from South St to North St)

SUNY Geneseo is considering a potential project on Main Street at
what is known as Campus House. Improvements to the site and
building at 17 Main Street would increase the College’s impact on the
local community by expanding its VentureWorks Entrepreneurship
program. VentureWorks is an entrepreneurial training and networking
program for Geneseo students in all majors who are interested in
building a high-tech, soft-tech, or low-tech start-up company. It
includes courses, workshops, and events and emphasizes hands-on,
experiential learning. VentureWorks is home to the growing
entrepreneurial community on the Geneseo campus. 

Description:

70 Main Street after building renovations

Rendering from the Livingston County Design Guidelines (2021)

70 Main Street before building renovations
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Project: Campus House4 Total Cost: $200,000.00
17 Main Street



Located east of Main Street at the center of the Village’s historic residential neighborhood, Highland Park serves as the Village’s primary place for families
and youth to enjoy sports, playground activities, and pavilion rentals. The Park includes an original 1875 Erie Railroad depot and is flanked by stately
historic homes.

Unfortunately, the Park’s equipment and facilities are dated, in disrepair, and largely non-compliant with modern ADA and accessibility requirements. The
Park’s amenities also no longer meet the needs of the community, making much of this large park wasted or underutilized space.

The Village of Geneseo has engaged a firm to develop a plan for the redevelopment and modernization of Highland Park. This work will significantly
improve the readiness of this project in an appropriate timeline for participation in the NY Forward program. The plan will include a reconfiguration of the
park, new accessible playground equipment, a splash pad or other water feature, pickleball courts, a dog park, and a skating rink. Once completed, Highland
Park will not only better serve the nearby residents of Geneseo but will be a premier destination for family recreation in all of Livingston County. The
redeveloped Park has the opportunity to draw visitors from around the region into downtown Geneseo and drive customers to local downtown businesses
during the summer school off-season, which has traditionally been a slow season for area small businesses.

Description:

The Big Tree Inn is one of the most familiar landmarks on Main Street in Geneseo, dating back to 1832.
Originally built as a private residence, the building was enlarged and opened as a hotel in 1886. A corporation
purchased the inn in the 1960s and redecorated the interior handsomely. About 1970, it passed again to
private ownership but loss of business at that time forced the owners to close and the building was threatened
with demolition. The Association for the Preservation of Geneseo (APOG) was formed in an attempt to save
the historic structure and in 1974 was successful when the inn was purchased. 

Most recently the Big Tree Inn operated as an event venue and restaurant with 8 guest rooms. The Big Tree
Inn has been closed since December 2020 following a temporary closure that had begun in August 2020 with
the suspension of restaurant and tavern operations due to COVID. Though hotel and events continued for a
time, those were later stopped and the entire operation shut down due to ongoing strains on the hospitality
industry. In the Spring of 2022 the Campus Auxiliary Services Board at SUNY Geneseo announced that it
had voted unanimously to proceed with a sale of the Big Tree Inn to Joseph Bucci Sr., a 1967 graduate of the
college, and his partner E. Philip Saunders. The new owners plan to resume operation of the historic inn as a
restaurant and tavern with lodging, but first need to make aesthetic improvements as well as repairs to the
brick, roof, HVAC, water system, parking lot and driveway. 

Reopening the Big Tree Inn is a major priority for the community and a project that came up often through
public input. 

Description:
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Project: Highland Park5 Total Cost: $1,500,000.00
Highland Road

Project: Big Tree Inn6 Total Cost: $400,000.00
46 Main Street



The Roemer House currently sits vacant along Bank Street,
positioned at a campus entrance less than a block off of Main Street.
The Bank Street entrance is a community gateway which directly
connects the College and the Village. The building is in need of
repair and complete renovation and under assessment to determine
cost and feasibility. Due to its strategic location at an entrance to the
College Campus, SUNY Geneseo is considering the possibility of a
marquee welcome center occupying the renovated Roemer House.

Description:

Geneseo endeavors to become a walkable, accessible, attractive downtown that invites residents and visitors to comfortably and safely explore downtown.
The Village has successfully closed portions of both Center Street and Chestnut Street for temporary events such as the weekly farmers’ market and the 2022
mural festival. A community gathering space like this was frequently mentioned during public input sessions. 

A redesign and reconstruction of either street into a permanent pedestrian promenade would be a signature development for Geneseo. In addition, the added
ability to host more festivals and seasonal events, the pedestrian promenade would invite local businesses to engage with the community and draw in more
patrons through sidewalk dining, public art displays, and opportunities for businesses to collaborate in a public space. The promenade would also naturally
become the primary pedestrian connection between the College, downtown Main Street, and the historic residential community to the east. This project
would reduce vehicle dependency, promote local business, and make Geneseo a more accessible and attractive place to live.

Description:
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Project: Roemer House7 Total Cost: $200,000.00
11 Bank Street

Project: Pedestrian Promenade8 Total Cost: $100,000.00
Center Street or Chestnut Street



Just one block east of Main Street, the Wadsworth Library, Christ
Community Church, and the Livingston County Historical Museum
occupy a block. These three community anchors draw a significant
amount of traffic but have very limited parking. The three entities have
been working together to develop a shared solution that would provide
significantly increased and improved parking for all three attractions.
Additionally, being only one block from downtown, this increased public
parking could certainly serve visitors and Main Street employees as well.
Plans have been completed and an engineer has quoted the needed
drainage and parking improvements at $82,000. The Livingston County
Historical Museum is committed to being the lead on the project.

Description:

A renovation project at the Geneseo Building will
include interior updates, HVAC replacement, utility
upgrades, internet, wi-fi, and technology upgrades,
repair and repointing of exterior brick, repainting of
exterior features including the historic cupola, and
repair of the iconic columns on Main Street.

The Village and Town of Geneseo have worked
jointly on a plan to renovate the building, modernize
its amenities and facilities, and open new space in the
building that could be occupied by Town offices.
This co-location of Town and Village government
will make local government more accessible, more
efficient, and will save a significant amount of local
tax dollars. 

The addition of an elevator and renovation of an
existing theater space on the second floor could
create a much needed community gathering space,
something that was mentioned regularly during
community input sessions. 

Description:

An architect has prepared drawings detailing needed facade
improvements and a new layout for the Village Building

Built in 1908, the Geneseo Building is a signature structure on Main Street in downtown Geneseo. The building functions as the Geneseo Village Hall and
currently houses the Village police, mayor, clerk, administration, court, and code enforcement. However much of the building’s space, including the entire
second floor, is unutilized due to disrepair and the areas that are occupied are outdated and inefficient.
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Project: Parking and Drainage Improvements9 Total Cost: $82,000.00
24-30 Center Street

Project: Village Building10 Total Cost: $1,500,000.00
119 Main Street



This large brick building was built in 1851 as a public concert hall. The auditorium, on the second floor of this
new building, was 20 feet high, 60 feet long, 38 feet wide and could accommodate up to 500 people. Eleven
windows were arranged to give “perfect ventilation.” The cultural and social needs of the area were served by this
hall. In 1861, an addition was made to the rear for a music school for the use of Temple Hill Academy. The first
floor housed a variety of enterprises including The Geneseo Valley National Bank from 1851 until 1865-66 and
the Livingston Republican Press from 1877 until 1889. In 1921, alterations began transforming the structure into
Cole’s Garage and an automobile salesroom. Hart’s Food Stores took over in 1952 and six years later the building
was sold to Lowell Conrad. In 1985, Mr. Conrad engaged Paul Hitchcock of Piffard to restore the exterior. The
roof was repaired, the overhangs rebuilt, the brick pointed up and the building repainted. The building is now
vacant, under new ownership, and presents a significant opportunity to modernize and revitalize a highly visible
corner along Geneseo’s Main Street, creating new/improved mixed-use space and bolstering the downtown core. 

A CFA has been submitted for the New York Main Street Technical Assistance program to fund a reuse analysis
of the building. A study like this is meant to take a preliminary look at a variety of variables - from concept,
structural, building condition, code, cost and financial projections - all tied to a review of various incentives,
programs and funding opportunities that might be made available in order to provide a realistic cash flow after the
project is completed. If funded, this work will take place at the same time that the Strategic Investment Plan is
being developed for NY Forward. This work will significantly improve the readiness of this project in an
appropriate timeline for participation in the NY Forward program. 

The building owner is committed to taking on this project and estimated improvements will cost at least
$800,000.

Description:

Description:

This cinder block building is believed to have been built in 1930-31 and for its first few years housed
Geneseo Auto Laundry (car washing). From 1935 until 1959 a variety of auto sales and service
businesses occupied the space. In 1959 the building became Cresco Laundromat and remained a
laundromat until 1997 when the building was vacated. It remains vacant today. Newspapers over the
years advertise an apartment residence at this address so the second story had been rented, although
not in recent years. The building is under new ownership and presents a significant opportunity –
being located just behind 125 Main Street – to modernize and revitalize a highly visible corner along
Geneseo’s Main Street, creating new/improved mixed-use space and bolstering the downtown core. 

A CFA has been submitted for the New York Main Street Technical Assistance program to fund a
reuse analysis of the building. A study like this is meant to take a preliminary look at a variety of
variables - from concept, structural, building condition, code, cost and financial projections - all tied
to a review of various incentives, programs and funding opportunities that might be made available in
order to provide a realistic cash flow after the project is completed. If funded, this work will take place
at the same time that the Strategic Investment Plan is being developed for NY Forward. This work
will significantly improve the readiness of this project in an appropriate timeline for participation in
the NY Forward program. 

The building owner is committed to taking on this project and estimated improvements will cost at
least $600,000.

Project: Former Conrad's11 Total Cost: $800,000.00
125 Main Street
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Project: Former Laundromat12 Total Cost: $600,000.00
5 Chestnut Street



Project: Wadsworth Homestead13 Total Cost: $600,000.00
4 South Street

The Wadsworth Homestead has been a private home to six generations of the
Wadsworth family and has played an integral role in American History. During the
estate’s 212 year history, there have been many celebrations and famous visitors. In
2011 the family decided to open the property to the public for weddings and events. The
property now offers historic tours, theater performances, and a summer concert series. 

Set at the end of Geneseo's Main Street on 300 pastoral acres, the Homestead is an
important part of the Geneseo community. At this time the Homestead would like to
renovate both the third story and an additional structure on the property for additional
guest rooms. Unique accommodations like these have become the destination for many
travelers and the development of such units is a priority for the County’s Tourism
strategy. 

The building owner is committed to taking on this project and estimated improvements
will cost $600,000.

Description:

The Village of Geneseo is a member of the Downtown Partnership, a county-wide program staffed by a full-time Downtown
Coordinator, with the mission of promoting and enhancing the unique, authentic, and vibrant communities of Livingston
County. The Downtown Partnership was created by and continues to be supported financially by the Livingston County
Board of Supervisors. These financial investments clearly illustrate the commitment among local leaders to support and
further downtown revitalization in Livingston County.

The Downtown Partnership has overseen the administration of more than $6.9 million in grant funding leveraging an
additional $7.9 million across Livingston County’s nine village cores, for a total investment of almost $15 million in these
communities. Offering shared services for the administration of grant funding and revitalization efforts has allowed each
Livingston County community, Geneseo included, to benefit from revitalization efforts that alone may not have been possible.

Geneseo is also home to an active, engaged citizenry with numerous local organizations dedicated to improving the
community. Geneseo’s NY Forward program, guided by the Local Planning Committee, would include strong representation
from organizations such as Promote Geneseo, Geneseo Community Main Street, the committee for Highland Park, and the
Association for the Preservation of Geneseo.

The Geneseo NY Forward program would be led by the Village of Geneseo with technical and administrative support from
the Livingston County Development Corporation and the Downtown Partnership. Livingston County’s Downtown
Coordinator would be the local lead responsible for convening a NY Forward Local Planning Committee which would
include representation from those community groups mentioned above as well as from: the Town of Geneseo, Livingston
County Industrial Development Agency, Livingston County Tourism, Livingston County Planning Department, Livingston
County Area Chamber of Commerce, Livingston County Business Education Alliance, Livingston County Workforce
Development, Letchworth Gateway Villages, Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway, Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Genesee Community College, Small Business Development Center, and the State University of New York at Geneseo.

Administrative Capacity
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Downtown Geneseo is at a key turning point. Ongoing tourism development, collaboration with SUNY Geneseo, partnerships
with County and regional development agencies, and careful planning have us primed and ready to leverage a NY Forward
investment.

In Conclusion

WHEREWHERE
The Genesee River Valley is one of New York State's best kept outdoor
recreation secrets. Breathtaking landscapes, historic villages, dramatic

waterfalls, forests, glacially carved gorges, lakes, and rivers are set between
Niagara Falls and the Finger Lakes Region of Western New York. At the
heart of the Genesee Valley is Letchworth State Park, an asset that brings
nearly a million visitors into our community each year. The Village has an
important role to play in defining a quality visitor experience. In turn, a

vibrant tourism industry improves the quality of life for local residents and
fuels economic growth by making our communities more attractive to

potential employees and businesses.
 

The presence of SUNY Geneseo in the downtown district presents
significant opportunity. SUNY Geneseo is an economic driver in and of
itself. Because of its close proximity to the Main Street district, SUNY

Geneseo is integral to the success of the village and efforts are continually
underway to advance mutually beneficial programs that integrate students

into community life.

WHENWHEN
Our Comprehensive Plan, Wayfinding Study, Design Guidelines and

Active Transportation Plan set the stage for investment. A recent change
in ownership of three anchor buildings in the downtown makes the timing
of NY Forward funding ideal. Momentum has been building and if ever

transformation was possible, it is now. 

HOWHOW
Significant projects have been completed in the Village successfully

utilizing funding from Empire State Development Corporation, New York
State Homes and Community Renewal, and the Genesee Transportation

Council. Our team brings significant administrative capacity,
development, project experience and passion to the NY Forward process.

Please see the attached letters from key partners committed to the Village of Geneseo NY Forward project. 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 14, 2022 
 
 
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council  
Empire State Development 
400 Andrews Street, Suite 300  
Rochester, NY 14604  
 
 
Re: Village of Geneseo NY Forward Application 
 
Honorable Council: 
 
On behalf of Geneseo Community Main Street, I would like to express my full support for the Village of 
Geneseo’s application for the NY Forward Program. 
 
The revitalization of Geneseo’s downtown district is critical to the mission of Geneseo Community Main 
Street because our organization exists to promote the businesses and community that thrive within the 
Main Street district. 
 
The NY Forward Program aligns closely with our mission and we truly believe that the enhancements 
made downtown through this opportunity will build upon our current efforts to improve the public 
experience in downtown Geneseo.  
 
If Geneseo is fortunate enough to receive funding through the NY Forward Program, Geneseo 
Community Main Street will play a collaborative role throughout the process and is committed to 
serving on the Local Planning Committee. We are proud to support the Village of Geneseo’s efforts to 
improve the quality of life and vibrancy in its historic downtown. 
 

Best regards, 

 

Heather Grant 
President, Geneseo Community Main Street 



 
 
 
September 14, 2022 
 
 
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council  
Empire State Development 
400 Andrews Street, Suite 300  
Rochester, NY 14604  
 
 
Re: Village of Geneseo NY Forward Application 
 
Honorable Council: 
 
On behalf of APOG (Association for the Preservation of Geneseo), I would like to express my full support 
for the Village of Geneseo’s application for the NY Forward Program. 
 
The revitalization of Geneseo’s downtown district is critical to the mission of APOG because our goal is 
to preserve, improve and restore the places of civic, architectural, and historic interest to Geneseo. The 
projects that are included in this grant application are in the heart of the Village of Geneseo’s National 
Historic Landmark District and are an important part of the history of Geneseo. We hope that support 
from the NY Forward Program would help to bring those properties back to life. 
 
The NY Forward Program aligns closely with our mission and we truly believe that the enhancements 
made downtown through this opportunity will build upon our current efforts to improve the public 
experience in downtown Geneseo.  
 
If Geneseo is fortunate enough to receive funding through the NY Forward Program, APOG will play a 
collaborative role throughout the process and is committed to serving on the Local Planning Committee. 
We are proud to support the Village of Geneseo’s efforts to improve the quality of life and vibrancy in its 
historic downtown. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeff Crane 
Jeff Crane 
APOG President 
585-245-1893 



 

September 14, 2022 
 
 
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council  
Empire State Development 
400 Andrews Street, Suite 300  
Rochester, NY 14604  
 
 
Re: Village of Geneseo NY Forward Application 
 
Honorable Council: 
 
On behalf of Livingston County Economic Development I would like to express my full support for the 
Village of Geneseo’s application for the NY Forward Program. 
 
Livingston County Economic Development has a strong track record of developing innovative solutions 
to rural development challenges in our communities. The creation of the Downtown Partnership, a 
county-wide program staffed by a full-time downtown coordinator, has leveraged resources making 
revitalization programming possible in our small villages and helping to bring educational and financial 
resources to building and business owners. The Downtown Partnership enhances economic growth 
through programs and assistance in downtown revitalization and community development; preservation 
and enhancement of downtown buildings; integrated marketing of the existing businesses and 
community; and entrepreneurship development and recruitment of new business.  
 
Livingston County Economic Development is prepared to work closely with the Village should NY 
Forward funding be awarded. Now, more than ever, we need to work together to promote economic 
recovery and resiliency in our rural region. We see this partnership as essential to our mission.  
 
The team at Livingston County Economic Development looks forward to a continued collaboration with 
the Village of Geneseo and all of its partners in downtown development. Thank you for considering this 
application for the NY Forward Program. 
 
 
Kind Regards,  

 
William E. Bacon 
Director 
 



6 Court Street, Room 306
Geneseo, NY 14454

o: 585.243.7124
c: 585.519.6035

info@visitlivco.com
visitlivco.com

September 14, 2022

Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council 
Empire State Development
400 Andrews Street, Suite 300 
Rochester, NY 14604 

Re: Village of Geneseo NY Forward Application

Honorable Council:

On behalf of Livingston County Tourism, Inc. I would like to express my full support for the Village of Geneseo’s
application for the NY Forward Program.

The revitalization of Geneseo’s downtown district is critical to the mission of Livingston County Tourism because
it will draw tourists to an anchor downtown in our county and encourage them to stay, shop, drink and dine. This
downtown's revitalization is essential to future-proofing our rural county, in the areas of tourism attraction, new
resident attraction, and improvement of existing residents' quality of life.

The NY Forward Program aligns closely with our mission and we truly believe that the enhancements made
downtown through this opportunity will build upon our current efforts to improve the public experience in
downtown Geneseo. 

If Geneseo is fortunate enough to receive funding through the NY Forward Program, Livingston County Tourism
will play a collaborative role throughout the process and is committed to serving on the Local Planning
Committee. We are proud to support the Village of Geneseo’s efforts to improve the quality of life and vibrancy
in its historic downtown.

Sincerely,

Melissa Hughes
Melissa Hughes (she/her/hers)
Director of Tourism, Livingston County, NY


