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Geographic Area and Justification 

The Town of Cornwall surrounds and includes the Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson and both rest on the 
shores of the mighty Hudson River, nestled between the hills of the Hudson Highlands and Storm King 
Mountain about fifty miles north of Manhattan. From the days of explorers discovering the Hudson 
River valley, Cornwall has always been an attractive site for many to settle and find opportunities for 
recreation, relaxation, and occupation. Whether it's because it is the best place in America to trick-or-
treat, or the inspiration for Town & Country Magazine, or the birthplace of the modern environmental 
movement, or the western Hudson Valley's best-preserved small town for commuter access to New York 
City and other points south, or called "The Best Places to Raise Kids 2013" in New York by Bloomberg 
Business Week magazine, Cornwall represents opportunity. Opportunity for residents, and opportunity 
for sustainable businesses to find a home. And it has remained a close-knit and compact community 
since its origin in the early 1600s. 

The Town and Village each have a distinct, walkable downtown area less than two miles apart. While 
they have their own unique strengths and weaknesses, better connecting these downtowns together 
and to the river will exponentially spur greater opportunities. Please see the enclosed map on page 18 
for the focus area and points of interest for this NY Forward Program application. 

Most residents and visitors enter Cornwall from U.S. Route 9W, exiting from the highway onto Quaker 
Avenue. As they continue in a general northeasterly and downhill direction, from Quaker Avenue to 
Main Street and then on to Hudson Street and Dock Hill Road to the river, they pass Cornwall’s anchor 
public spaces and institutions like: 

• The Cornwall campus of the Montefiore St. Luke’s Hospital. A thriving outpatient-focused 
center, it is the site of the Littman Cancer Center, which includes radiation oncology and 
infusion services, cardiac and pulmonary rehabilitation, a center for sleep medicine, physical 
therapy, pain management, palliative care, a balance center, and a speech and swallowing 
center. This vital and growing community resource offers necessary healthcare access points to 
area residents for a variety of services. 

• DeCicco Family Market in the Cornwall Plaza. A fifty-year-old family business that started as a 
small storefront in the Bronx in 1973, DeCicco’s now has five locations in Westchester, Rockland, 
and Orange counties. It is the only fresh food market in Cornwall. 

• Riverlight Park. This large public park includes a public pool, little league complex, Town 
administrative offices, Cornwall Farmers Market, Rings Pond, playground and picnic areas, 
Munger Cottage Senior and Community Center, tennis and basketball courts, as well as a 
pavilion for the Town’s Summer Music in the Park series. These amenities have been added to 
the park over several decades after the Town acquired it from a private school.  Today, the 
Town is developing a master plan to help the Town Board plan for future additions and 
upgrades to recreation facilities. 

 

https://www.thedailymeal.com/cook/13-best-towns-trick-or-treating/slide-14
https://www.thedailymeal.com/cook/13-best-towns-trick-or-treating/slide-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_Parker_Willis#Idlewild
http://library.marist.edu/archives/mehp/scenicdecision.html
http://library.marist.edu/archives/mehp/scenicdecision.html
http://hudsonvalleyhomesforsale.co/the-hudson-valley/orange-county-ny-homes/cornwall-homes/
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• The Cornwall Public Library. Originally formed in 1889 and housed in various buildings over the 
course of time, the current library located at 395 Hudson Street holds nearly 200,000 digital and 
hard copy books and resources available to the public and serves as an important community 
center for residents of the Cornwall Central School District and beyond. 

• The Cornwall Historical Society and Museum. Founded in 1999 with a mission to protect and 
preserve the history of Cornwall, Cornwall-on-Hudson, and Mountainville, its goal is to promote 
pride in the community, identification with its past, and responsibility for its future. It presents 
informative programs, holds dinners and events, participates in local festivals, and manages a 
rotating display of local stories and historic items at the Cornwall Library. It also runs a historic 
buildings registry and program for structures that are at least 50 years of age, are linked to an 
important event in local history, and/or are architecturally significant. 

• Sands Ring Homestead. One of the oldest houses still standing in the Hudson Valley, the Dutch 
Colonial-style homestead was built sometime in the early- to mid-1700s by a prominent Quaker 
family whose descendants lived there until 1907. For many years it was a place of worship, then 
a general store. General George Washington visited the family there many times on his way to 
his headquarters in Newburgh. During the Spanish-American War it was used as a soldiers’ 
convalescent home. During the Civil War, it was a place for storing supplies for Union soldiers. 
After the last of the Sands family passed, the house fell into disrepair. In 1912, the Village 
Improvement Society of Canterbury and Cornwall-on-Hudson purchased the property and 
restored it with the help of many community members. It was reopened as a public tearoom. 
The house was acquired by the town in 1952 and has remained in public use since then, 
providing an important gathering place and educational resource for local and national history. 

• Bridge Street pocket park w/public art installation. In 2021, HGTV’s “Home Town Kickstart, 
presented by People,” selected Cornwall as a winner in a competition to have the series 
renovate three spaces in the town: a public space, a business, and the house of a “hometown 
hero.” Over 5,000 communities applied to be considered for the series. Six were chosen, 
including Cornwall. The series dressed up a Main Street boutique, collaborated with local 
leaders to create a fun gathering space at the Bridge Street Park, and updated the home of the 
town's most caring family. The application highlighted Cornwall’s identity as an outdoor 
recreation destination for hikers and bicyclists and put a spotlight on the main streets in the 
town and village. 

 
• 2 Alices Coffee Lounge. This local favorite serves top notch coffee and espresso drinks, wine and 

beer, and soups and small plates. It also hosts events throughout the year including live music, 
trivia, and art shows, as well as offers branded merchandise. 

• Storm King Adventure Tours. The company promotes environmentally responsible activities by 
offering guided outdoor tours in New York’s Hudson Valley primarily geared towards entry level 
kayakers with a few options for those with more experience. It provides all gear, technical 
expertise, and local knowledge to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience and its tours provided 
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by ACA-certified guides begin and end at the same location, the Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson’s 
waterfront. 

• Mountain Valley Guides. Located in the old Storm King Theater and started with just seven 
kayaks and a handful of tours, Mountain Valley Guides has become one of the largest kayak 
outfitters on the Hudson River, the calm waters and spectacular views offering amazing 
kayaking opportunities. Mountain Valley Guides’ mission is to provide affordable, safe, fun 
experiences and is the only outfitter to offer Family Kayak tours and a Jr. River Guide program. 

• Bryan’s Bikes. Bryan’s has been serving southeast Orange County for more than twenty-five 
years in one of the oldest buildings in the town. It is the only bicycle shop in Cornwall but carries 
a wide selection of bikes and cycling gear for beginners and experts alike and the staff is 
passionate about the fitting and repair services offered. 

• Prima Pizza. This landmark establishment founded in 1954 is now run by the third generation of 
family members. It takes great pride in offering excellent food and beverages and even has a 
special process invented by proprietor A.J. Scalise for shipping all-natural, preservative-free New 
York pizza anywhere in the USA overnight. This technique is so innovative that there is a patent 
pending and it won a Wall Street Journal 1st Place Award for Mail-Order Shipping. 

• Painter’s Tavern. Painter’s is an inn, a restaurant, and an art gallery. Originally located in the old 
Storm King Theater in 1985, it is now located in what was formerly the Cornwall Inn. It offers 
fresh seafood, meat, and produce to please every palate with a seasonally changing menu, more 
than one hundred beers from around the world, and an extensive and elegant wine selection. 
Painter’s also partners with many local and national charities, hosting successful fundraising 
events. 

• The Cornwall-on-Hudson Bandstand. The Village Bandstand Concerts began in 1985 when the 
bandstand was built in the village square. The concerts provide musical entertainment for 
residents of the greater Cornwall area and foster community. Held on Tuesday evenings from 
May to through September, the 2022 season has offered twenty performances of a wide variety 
of music genres to suit everyone’s tastes. 

• The Esty and Hellie Stowell Trailhead to Storm King State Park. The trailhead is named for 
Edward “Esty” and Helen “Hellie” Stowell, environmentalists both. Esty was a former president 
of Ogilvy & Mather and, after retirement, he and Hellie were instrumental in the support and 
founding of the New Jersey Conservation Foundation and, later, Scenic Hudson. Scenic Hudson 
successfully fought a 17-year battle against Con Edison's proposed pump storage facility at 
Storm King Mountain. Located at 42 Bayview Ave, the trailhead is within the Donahue Farm 
Property parcel. 

• The Donahue Farm Property. This is a 47-acre farm nestled at the base of Storm King Mountain. 
Established in the 1880’s and later purchased by the Donahue Family under the name Windon 
Farm. Significant local history has taken place on this property – from Dr Donahue’s veterinary 
hospital to Cornwall past’s annual 4th of July festivities. The property is protected under a Scenic 
Hudson conservation easement in recognition of its natural significance and unique placement. 
In 2021, the village of Cornwall-on-Hudson purchased the property for preservation and to 
create a multi-use area for the community while honoring the property’s historical importance 
and beauty. 

• Donahue Memorial Park. This park is essentially the only publicly accessible waterfront for the 
town and village. The remainder of waterfront property within town boundaries is either 
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privately owned or land locked by CSX-owned parcels, the freight line whose rails run along the 
western shore of the Hudson River. The village has done much work to make this area attractive 
and accessible with improved parking, landscaping, and a new gazebo, but the latent potential 
for this property is enormous if better access for differently abled residents and visitors with 
multi-use docks and other amenities could be added. 

                                         
 
Interspersed between these sites are emergency services, pharmacies, nursery and elementary schools, 
professional services, the town and village halls, galleries, more restaurants and taverns, and other 
commercial endeavors, all flanked by densely built residential neighborhoods consisting primarily of 
single-family homes. Within and around Cornwall are vital community and regional assets that draw 
hundreds of thousands of visitors each year like Storm King State Park, Storm King Art Center, Hudson 
Highlands Nature Museum, the United States Military Academy at West Point, Brotherhood Winery, 
Woodbury Commons, and more.  

The Town and Village have been investing in infrastructure improvements and planning for the future. In 
the last two years, both have completed or updated their comprehensive plans with robust community 
outreach and engagement during the plans’ development. New York State and Orange County are 
working with the municipalities to address some much-needed improvements to local bridges, streets, 
sidewalks, water and sewer lines, and refoliation with planting of right-sized, noninvasive, native tree 
species. For these projects and others on the horizon, there is significant public support and strong 
political will to work together to make the community a better place to live, work, and play. The Town 
and Village have a history of successfully implementing projects in a responsible and efficient manner 
and experience working with state and local partners in seeing these projects through to completion. 

Many of the elements are in place for real growth and new opportunities. The two downtowns are easily 
walkable and pedestrian friendly. There is a diversity in the kinds of public spaces and commercial 
entities along the corridor. There is ongoing investment in infrastructure. The municipalities, residents, 
and current commercial base are economically stable, despite the effects of the COVID pandemic and 
especially compared to many areas in the state and nation. The local administrations are responsive, 
responsible, and cooperative. However, there are a few areas of concern that have been identified 
through the recent community outreach and planning processes. 

1) Cornwall is not sufficiently drawing visitors from nearby attractions to its business districts and 
waterfront to help support its existing businesses or grow its commercial base. The community and local 
representatives have identified types of new businesses and amenities that they would like to add to 
their downtowns to make Cornwall an attractive destination itself, enhancing visitors’ experiences at 
area attractions outside of the town and village and drawing them to the downtowns. A branding, 
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marketing, and communications package is needed to advertise all the Town and Village have, and will 
have, to offer. 

2) The community is struggling to address the effects of climate change, especially with flooding issues 
from major rain events and aging infrastructure that is unable to manage the excess water. There is 
limited parking in the downtowns for existing residences and businesses, let alone for the visitors 
Cornwall is hoping to attract. 

3) In many of its main street buildings, there are residential units on the ground floor, instead of 
commercial storefronts. There are several un-developed and under-developed parcels located in the 
downtowns and many of the buildings are aging and in need of structural and façade improvements. 
There is also a major shortage of available housing units in general, and a serious lack of affordable and 
senior housing in particular. 

These are not insurmountable obstacles to growth and, especially with an injection of NY Forward 
funding to catalyze Cornwall’s development and placemaking initiatives, the elements already in place 
make these downtowns ripe for revitalization. Cornwall will become a magnetic destination in its own 
right, with improvements designed to attract lodging, shopping, and social investment to support a 
more diverse tax base, increased employment, and dynamic and fun street life. 

Vision Statement  

The residents and leaders of the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson envision a 
meaningful connection between their downtowns and the Hudson River, where residents and visitors 
can walk, bike, or ride along a continuous stretch of a beautifully streetscaped main thoroughfare and 
see wayfinding signage that clearly directs them to preserved historic assets, new and updated public art 
installations, parks, and other greenspace, a thriving and growing local business environment, 
appropriate parking areas, a variety of housing options, exciting events and attractions, and a lively and 
accessible waterfront. 

Past Investment and Future Potential 
 
Glynwood Center Countryside Exchange. The Countryside Exchange brings together international teams 
of volunteer professionals to collaborate with communities on their most critical issues. Communities 
are selected to participate through a competitive application process with evaluations based on criteria 
like the depth of interest within the community, existing leadership and leadership skills and the 
strength and diversity of community members supporting the application. The Exchange team spent a 
very intense week in Cornwall with a full itinerary of issue-oriented roundtables, presentations, tours, 
panel discussions, and community gatherings – twenty-seven in total – giving the team an opportunity 
to speak with many residents, officials, and organizations. This interaction resulted in a report with 
actionable recommendations addressing issues that involve land use and planning, economic 
development areas of business, tourism, and transportation, the natural environment, and youth 
activities. 
 
Cornwall Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC). Established in 2016, EDAC’s mission is to 
provide advisory support to the Town Board in the sustainable development of economic well-being and 
quality of life for community residents, businesses, and visitors by collaborating and co-creating 
strategic initiatives with community members. EDAC operates with full transparency in the community, 
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soliciting input and feedback from members to identify and respond to the evolving needs and priorities 
of the community by making thoughtful and actionable recommendations to the Town Board. 
 
Cornwall Rising. From at least 2001 to the present, Cornwall has taken a strategic view of its future 
development and analyzed options for managing change. Through economic fluctuations, demographic 
shifts, high-impact weather events, and governmental cycles, community leaders have looked forward 
and discussed the best ways to proceed. Cornwall Rising distilled some of the best ideas from the two 
most important artifacts of that work into a single vision. The process was as follows: 

• In 2015, the Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce examined the 2001 Glynwood Study and 
the 2012 Comprehensive Plan and derived a spreadsheet containing approximately eighty 
distinct initiatives mentioned or prescribed in those documents. 

• In early 2016, the newly seated Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) refined the 
project list, combining duplicative initiatives and grouping them into actionable categories. 

• From March-June 2016, the EDAC conducted informal interviews and internal discussions to 
help define a set of initiatives that could combine into a holistic vision. In addition to drawing on 
the members’ many decades of experience in business, government, education, public policy, 
law, and the arts, they met with local experts across a variety of fields. 

• In June, the EDAC identified the initiatives to include, named the project Cornwall Rising, and 
gave the first draft document to the Town Board. A second version included the decision to 
pursue Bridge Street repair. 

The resulting report contains a holistic set of five initiatives designed to capitalize on and amplify 
Cornwall’s status as a unique place. There are two identity and promotional elements, two placemaking 
initiatives for the Town of Cornwall, and associated improvements for the Cornwall-on-Hudson 
waterfront. 
 
The Town of Cornwall Comprehensive Plan Update. Adopted by the Town Board in May of 2019, the 
plan included a robust community engagement process. The Comprehensive Plan Committee meetings 
were announced and open to the public. Public input and comment were invited at each meeting and 
there was a significant exchange of valuable information at many meetings. In addition, the Committee 
hosted a public meeting as part of the community visioning process and to gather additional information 
about community concerns. An online survey was conducted over the course of four months. It was 
carefully designed to evaluate important elements of the Town, the quality of life in the Town, issues 
facing the Town, and what services should be improved. The detailed and thoughtful responses to the 
survey helped guide the Committee’s work and the subject areas in the plan that were identified as 
needing updates included Main Street/Downtown Revitalization Plan and Economic Development, Land 
Use and Housing Plan, Natural Resources and Environmental Preservation, Community Services and 
Municipal Facilities, and Sustainability and Green Energy. 
 
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson Comprehensive Plan. Adopted by the Village Board in February of 
2021, this plan included analysis of census data, building department data, municipal utilities, parks, 
open space, cultural resources and existing zoning and the Comprehensive Plan Committee undertook 
public outreach and open deliberations that guided the development of a vision and goals to include in 
the plan. The vision for the community of Cornwall-on-Hudson is to maintain and protect the character 
and quality of life of the Village, including its neighborhoods, the fragile, beautiful mountains and river, 
as well as the scenic open spaces, parks, historic buildings, and community facilities. Equally important is 
the development of a strong, balanced economic base. And the goals to support the implementation of 
this vision include preserving the Village’s unique character, supporting and enhancing economic vitality, 
promoting a range of sustainably located affordable housing alternatives, protecting natural resources 
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and encouraging conservation, enhancing the quality of life for Village residents, and addressing long 
term infrastructure requirements and needs. 
 
Riverfront Committee & waterfront improvements. The Riverfront Committee is a group of Cornwall-
on-Hudson residents who support the work of the Village by planning ways of enhancing Donahue 
Memorial Park at Cornwall Landing on the waterfront. It participates in and helps coordinate the annual 
spring Riversweep conducted by Riverkeeper that cleans debris from along the shoreline of the Hudson. 
And the committee also assisted with writing and submitting two NYS Consolidated Funding Applications 
to request support for planning improvements to the park but has not yet been successful in receiving 
an award. The Village has installed plantings, including shrubs and perennials around the existing gazebo 
and on the border of the park and the CSX railroad property, constructed a parking area, installed a 
guardrail and boat ramp, and is in the process of constructing a new 30 X 50-foot pavilion for public use. 
 
Parking Study. The Town of Cornwall is currently conducting a Parking Study of its downtown/Main 
Street area to inventory the current available parking spots and determine the need for additional 
municipal parking, zoning changes, parking regulations, and enforcement to benefit the various users. 
 
Pattern for Progress Main Street Makers Program. The Town of Cornwall is actively participating in the 
Main Street Makers Program which is designed to help municipalities improve and revitalize their 
downtown areas with the goal of learning new strategies/methods for achieving goals in this area. 
 
Streets & streetscapes. The Town and County have recently repaved major sections of Main Street and 
Quaker Avenue in the downtown area to include new stamped decorative crosswalks and plans to add 
more crosswalks and streetscape improvements soon. 
 
Sidewalks. Over the past five years, the Town of Cornwall has been using a mixture of Community 
Development Block Grant funds, tax levy revenue, bonding, and federal American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding to repair and expand its sidewalk network in and around the Main Street and downtown 
area. 
 
Bridges. Over the past few years, the State of New York and Orange County have been making or have 
scheduled infrastructure investments into bridges within the Town of Cornwall to include Willow 
Avenue, Main Street, and Angola Road. 
 
Water lines. The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson is responsible for delivering clean, safe, available 
drinking water to all residents, businesses, schools, and visitors within the greater Cornwall area. With a 
$3 million budget, this entails oversight of five reservoirs, an intricate well field, access to the New York 
City aqueduct, and numerous treatment and filtration facilities scattered across a number of properties 
which provide water to our consumers through a complex distribution system. Much of Cornwall’s water 
infrastructure dates back to 1895. With a focus on services and amenities, this critical infrastructure 
requires constant maintenance, upgrades, and modernization to continue service for 9,000 residents 
and countless visitors to our community. Over the past five years the Village has made a significant 
investment into the interconnected water system, allowing for a 42% reduction in daily water 
production and all associated treatment costs. This was accomplished by investing $2 million into the 
well field which included Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) technology to allow better 
control of the system, further enabling the elimination of production excess. Additionally, $175,000 was 
invested into a water metering program to install smart water meters and the associated Automatic 
Metering Infrastructure (AMI), allowing staff to monitor 78% of the consumers’ daily water use for 
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possible leaks. Cornwall continues to build out this system with firm plans to have available 100% 
remote monitoring by 2024. These two projects, when coupled with the leak detection program, have 
allowed for substantial reduction in water production – further conserving a most precious natural 
resource for the community. 
 
Sewer lines. The Town of Cornwall is currently planning for and undertaking various sewer 
infrastructure projects to include improvements for infiltration and inflow, sewer plant and pump 
station work within all its major sewer districts, to meet DEC permit standards, expand capacity, and 
prepare for the effects of climate change. Work has been funded by NYS Environmental Facilities 
Corporation bonding and Water Infrastructure Improvement Act grants. 
 
Public art. The Town is currently partnering with the Orange County Arts Council on an NEA Our Town 
grant with the goal of expanding public art in the project area to include sculptures, murals, and other 
pieces. This builds on the earlier installation of a sculpture from local artist Vivien Collens in our Bridge 
Street pocket park. 
 
Parks. The Town has used a variety of funding sources including Sands Ring Trust funds, Town 
Recreation Fund monies, tax levy revenue, and State legislative and ARPA grants to plan for and 
construct a variety of green/public spaces, public facilities, and pocket parks in the project area including 
Bridge Street Pocket Park, Sands Ring Park, Riverlight Park, Cornwall-on-Hudson Bandstand, Donahue 
Memorial Park. 
 
Partnering with hospital and other anchor institutions. The Town of Cornwall is currently working with 
Montefiore St. Luke’s Cornwall to better connect the Cornwall Campus to the Downtown area to benefit 
visitors and patients alike. To better link visitors that are coming to Cornwall to hike, bike, kayak, or 
experience world class art, the Town and Village are working with the Storm King Art Center, Black Rock 
Forest, Hudson Highlands Nature Museum, Open Space Institute, Scenic Hudson, and the Hudson 
Highlands Land Trust. And, to facilitate educational and historical programming, the Town and Village 
partner with the Cornwall Public Library, Cornwall Historical Society, and the Sands Ring Homestead. 
 
Donahue Farm acquisition and redevelopment/conservation. The Donahue Farm Planning & Steering 
Committee was appointed by the Village Board to develop a plan for the maintenance and utilization of 
the newly acquired historic property that reflects the community's needs and aligns with the property's 
governing documents. Its mission is to ensure that future generations of village residents and visitors 
enjoy Donahue Farm as a site for education, recreation, and appreciation of natural beauty. The parcel 
includes four structures: a barn, a blacksmith shop/icehouse, a kennel, and a residence. An open house 
was held this May to gather input on the many ways this property may be improved for public use. 
 
Private development – successful, job-creating projects/businesses in last 5-10 years that were 
supported or promoted by the Town and/or Village. Over the past few years, the Town of Cornwall and 
Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson have supported the Storm King Art Center’s major capital project to 
expand its ability to grow and handle an influx of visitors to its grounds which are located within the 
municipal boundaries of Cornwall. Set to be completed in 2024, a new $45 million capital project will 
result in an unparalleled visitor experience at Storm King Art Center, as well as increased onsite 
opportunities for art and artists. A backbone of the project is sustainability, focusing on conserving the 
art center for future generations, while contributing to bettering the environment. 
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Cornwall has worked to support and promote the transformation of Montefiore St. Luke’s Cornwall as it 
undergoes modernization efforts to stay in line with changes to the healthcare landscape to include the 
addition of an oncology center, new open-access primary care, and new cardiovascular/radiology 
services. 

Recent and Impending Job Growth 

The Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson serve as a bedroom community for 
neighboring areas and New York City. However, the projects proposed in this application are meant to 
change that to a large degree by making the community more attractive to visitors that will encourage 
them to relocate their families and businesses to Cornwall. The community’s population growth has 
been relatively stagnant over the last twenty years, but the population is well-educated, with about 35% 
of those twenty-five years and older having a Bachelor’s degree or higher. The unemployment rate is 
relatively low (3.5%) and the poverty rate is exceptionally low (2.6%) with the average household 
income at more than $100,000. Companies have access to skilled workers from the military and other 
expert areas. Over the past five years, Cornwall and the surrounding area have seen an influx of visitors 
coming to the region for outdoor recreation, agriculture, food, and beverage related tourism, which has 
stimulated the hospitality and related services industries in the area.  
 
The planned expansion of major tourism assets like the state-supported $45 million expansion at the 
world-renowned Storm King Art Center, the Woodbury Commons Premium Outlets expansion adding 
160,000 square feet of retail space, and the recent opening of the Lego Land Theme Park and Hotel have 
significantly contributed to the influx of visitors and businesses opening to meet their needs. Cornwall 
Coffee Co and Mercantile, Woodsman Shoppe, and the Cornwall Country Store have all opened on Main 
Street in the Town of Cornwall during the past two years to accommodate locals and visitors and have 
created dozens of jobs for local residents. 
 
There is a planned expansion of UMBRA Newburgh, sound stages located on Route 9W between 
Cornwall and Newburgh, increasing opportunities for well-paying, unionized local film production jobs. 
UMBRA currently employs more than one hundred people from nine different unions, forty-two of 
which are local residents. Over the past nine months, Cornwall has hosted a number of major film 
productions including the Paramount series called Poker Face that was shot in and around Cornwall, 
providing a boost to businesses and property owners and offering work opportunities to residents. 

The site of the old Newburgh Mall was chosen as the home for the new Resorts World Hudson Valley 
facility due to its location, tucked next to Interstate 84 and the New York State Thruway. Just a few miles 
from Cornwall, Resorts World is focused on local hiring from Newburgh and the surrounding area. It is 
anticipated that there will be three hundred new jobs created there, with an average salary of about 
$72,000. 

Quality of Life 

The greater Cornwall area offers a very high quality of life with conditions that provide material and 
physical well-being, chances for holding valuable relationships with other people through participation 
in varied and numerous social, community, and civic activities, opportunities for personal development 
and fulfillment, and excellent recreation choices, as is evidenced by the following: 
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• There is very good access to physical and mental health care with the Montefiore St. Luke’s 
Hospital and many smaller generalists and specialists located right in town. 

• Being a bedroom community with a very small commercial tax base, property taxes are high 
compared to other regional towns and villages, but other conditions balance this. The cost of 
living is lower than the national average and many other municipalities in the state. There are 
well-paying available jobs in the area and Cornwall residents’ average annual wages are more 
than $100,000. The average home value is more than $330,000 and average rent is about 
$1,480. While this rent is above the national average, it is comparable to or lower than other 
rents in the region. 

• There is an abundance of highly rated, good quality schools located along the main thoroughfare 
and excellent colleges and universities nearby. 

• It is the birthplace of modern environmental conservation. Open space, green space, and the 
protection of natural resources are especially important to the Cornwall community. It has been 
engrained in the town’s and village’s ethos since the 1970s when Scenic Hudson thwarted 
Consolidated Edison's plan to embed the world's largest pumped storage hydroelectric plant 
into the face of Storm King Mountain. A heated, controversial, and lengthy legal dispute, the 
Scenic Hudson Decision had an immense impact on environmental and legal issues affecting the 
Hudson River Valley and the nation. The landmark case set important precedents in 
environmental law including: the right of citizens to participate in environmental disputes, the 
emergence of environmental law as a legal specialty, ideas Congress incorporated in the 
country's first National Environment Policy Act (NEPA), federal and state regulation of the 
environment, and it is credited with launching the modern environmental movement. 

• Cornwall is a small, familiar, and safe community with exceptionally low crime and a healthy 
environment, generally free of most health hazards. 

• The area offers easy access to galleries, art centers, hiking, biking, boating, excellent food and 
drink options, and well-managed public recreation facilities like the town pool, ball fields, and 
parks. 

• Cornwall’s citizenry is highly engaged with the local governments’ actions and decisions and 
there are opportunities to work with many local non-profit organizations, as well. 

Supportive Local Policies 

Both communities have recently completed or updated their Comprehensive Plans with policies in place 
covering cultural, historic, and open space resources, main street/downtown revitalization, waterfront 
redevelopment, land use, natural resources and environmental conservation, sustainability and green 
energy, community services offered, and consistency with regional plans. 

Over the past few years, the Town of Cornwall has adopted significant zoning modifications following 
the adoption of the comprehensive plan to encourage commercial development along the Route 9W 
corridor. This includes two large sites that are appropriate for highway commercial or planned 
commercial developments. Projects are currently before the planning board for approval. The Town is 
currently considering minor zoning updates and changes to modernize its uses as of right, by special 
permit, allow flexibility in reducing minimum parking requirements, expand the general commercial 
district in the proposed NY Forward project area and make it easier to build Accessory Dwelling Units. 
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By Resolution of the Village Board on January 27, 2020, the Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson took the New 
York State Climate Smart Communities Pledge and committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and adapting to a changing climate by: pledging to be a Climate Smart Community; setting goals, 
inventorying emissions, and planning for climate action; decreasing community energy use; increasing 
community use of renewable energy; realizing benefits of recycling and other climate-smart solid waste 
management practices; reducing greenhouse gas emissions through the use of climate-smart land use 
tools; enhancing community resilience and preparing for the effects of climate change; supporting 
development of a green innovation economy; informing and inspiring the public; committing to an 
evolving process of climate action. 
 
The Town of Cornwall is currently exploring the option to retain a climate smart coordinator to work 
with its Conservation Advisory Committee. Additionally, the Town is laying the groundwork with Central 
Hudson to purchase its streetlights with the plan to convert them to LED fixtures and planning for the 
installation of EV charging station infrastructure at its municipal parking lots. 
 
The Economic Development Advisory Committee, continuing with its mission of researching activities 
designed to promote beneficial economic development, offered the following policy & activity 
recommendations to the Town and Village Boards: 
 
Conduct a Traffic Survey: Quantify current state of traffic and parking in the Main St. / Downtown area 
and gather insights, suggestions, and potential solutions to: ensure safe and free flow of traffic; 
encourage pedestrian-friendly economics; address options for long-term parking; and address options to 
increase parking turnover. Empower the Economic Development Advisory Committee to solicit quotes 
from traffic experts for Board approval and to consult with Orange County DoT / Planning for assistance. 

Shop Local Events: Encourage and support the Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce to expand the 
number of pedestrian-focused weekend events in the Main St. / Bridge St. / downtown area during 
2019. Events should seek local and wider regional appeal and coordinate temporary street closures and 
Sunday open hours with Main Street businesses. Initial thoughts include moving one or more Sunday 
concerts from Riverlight Park to Main Street, and to hold the Farmer’s Market on Main Street one or 
more times during the year. 

Architectural & Aesthetic Standards: Empower an existing or new group of architects, developers, 
builders, planners to develop voluntary preferred architecture, design, and aesthetic standards to 
encourage a unified look-feel for the Main Street / Downtown commercial area. 

Tourism Partnership: Instruct the Economic Development Advisory Committee to conduct a series of 
Business Development meetings with tourism stakeholders to develop cooperative ideas to attract local 
visitors to Main Street / Downtown and the Greater Cornwall Area. Include Storm King Art Center, 
Hudson Highland Nature Museum, the Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce, Black Rock Forest, 
Orange County Land Trust, outdoor adventure, and transit companies. 

Plants & Flowers: Obtain portable plantings for perennial and annual decorative and shade plants and 
deploy them immediately to create a more inviting sidewalk environment on Main Street. 

NYSERDA Clean Energy Communities Certification & EV Charging Stations: Support the CCAC’s efforts 
toward this certification. 
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The Boards have approved many of these policies or are in the process of approving presently. And the 
Village is pursuing funding for a Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan that will lead to an implementation 
plan, as well. 

Public Support 

The Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson have been activating their constituencies for 
input on development planning and capital projects for several years now, and the message has 
remained the same. As illustrated in the enclosed vision statement, main street/downtown revitalization 
and associated community improvements are the highest priority and the area most in need of capital 
support. 

From the Glynwood Center’s Countryside Exchange in 2001 through the community outreach for the 
municipalities’ recent comprehensive planning activities and to today’s engagement for the NY Forward 
joint application, local government leaders and committees have repeatedly implemented robust 
outreach through accessible virtual, digital, and in-person opportunities to hear their community’s 
voices. 

For the NY Forward application specifically, the Cornwall Economic Development Advisory Committee 
was tasked with creating the engagement process, including issuing a survey request to the community 
and collecting and interpreting the data. With a combined total population of approximately 12,400 
people, the online survey alone received nearly three hundred responses by mid-September to the 
following questions: 

• Where do you live? 
• Where do you work? 
• What improvements would you like to see in your public amenities (parks, docks, library, 

museums, roads, sidewalks, etc.)? 
• What types of businesses or public amenities would you like to add to your community? 
• Are there issues with housing in your community? If so, what are those issues? 
• How would you spend $4.5 million in Cornwall and Cornwall-on-Hudson to make catalytic, 

energizing, transformative changes that would have a positive ripple effect on your businesses, 
housing, transportation, parks, and other public amenities? 

• Are there projects that have been proposed, public or private, that you would like to see 
completed? If so, which projects? 

• What suggestions would you make to better connect your community to area and regional 
attractions, parks, trails, museums, etc.? 

The announcement of the grant opportunity and survey were printed in the local daily newspaper, 
posted frequently on social media (on both municipal and local organizational accounts), and listed on 
the town & village websites’ homepages. Posters with QR codes for the online survey were available in 
various shops and public places like the library, and hard copy surveys were available at the farmer’s 
market between August 31st and September 13th, town and village halls, the Fall Festival held on 
September 18th, and at youth sports games at the fields of Riverlight Park. A public meeting was held on 
Thursday, September 15, 2022, at 7:00 PM at Munger Cottage next to the Town of Cornwall Town Hall – 
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a fully accessible location for people of all abilities – and simultaneously presented virtually, live-
streamed. 

While the community priorities have remained the same, the economic conditions have not. Through a 
national financial upheaval caused by the housing crisis in the mid-2000s through the total disruption 
caused by the COVID pandemic, Cornwall has focused on maintaining the health and wellness of its 
residents. Now is the time to move these transformative projects forward to activate the potential that 
Cornwall possesses to become a cohesive community with a regional economic impact. 

Transformative Project Opportunities 

In determining anticipated costs for the projects below, the Town and Village based their estimates on 
costs for recent similar projects and consultations with staff engineers and contracted consulting firms. 
More detailed project budgets will be developed through the planning phase with the Local Planning 
Committee, State agency partners, and selected consultant team. 

Branding and Marketing  

For this category of projects, the Town and Village are seeking funds to engage a professional 
firm to assist with developing a branding and marketing package, with associated wayfinding 
and signage design, to create a strong identity and sense of place that is welcoming and in which 
it is gratifying to visit, work, or call home. The communities’ leaders understand that if Cornwall 
can become a place where residents are at ease, can identify strongly with their community, and 
can enjoy a myriad of enriching experiences, then it will be an attractive place to draw visitors 
from nearby attractions outside of the town and village, to boost local business revenue, attract 
new families to live in the community, and entice tourists to visit again. Of particular importance 
is connecting the main corridor from the hospital through both municipalities’ downtowns and 
on to the waterfront, highlighting along the way the community assets like recreation 
opportunities, historic sites, public art, parking, services, amenities, and attractions. The cost for 
this work is estimated to be near $100,000. 

Public Improvement Projects 

The largest portion of proposed projects falls under this category. They include streetscape 
improvements, implementing a wayfinding and signage plan, new and upgraded parks, public 
art installations, improved parking, and waterfront development. 

Streetscapes 

The Town will work with the hospital to: install a new crosswalk near the hospital’s entrance; fill 
gaps in the lengths of sidewalk to make it continuous and safe; modify the traffic light to install a 
sensor, rather than a timer, for better pedestrian and traffic flow; install signage to direct those 
coming from the town to the hospital campus and direct the hospital’s visitors and staff to the 
offerings available in the downtowns. The anticipated cost for this project is approximately 
$100,000. 
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The Town is looking to upgrade and replace sidewalks to connect portions of Main Street to 
Willow Avenue and Broadway and to replace existing streetlights along Main Street with LED 
fixtures. Estimated costs are $525,000. 

 Wayfinding & Signage 

With a more spread-out downtown district than a city, it is even more important for towns and 
villages to provide direction to visitors and potential new residents and businesses to make 
them feel safe in knowing where they are headed and highlighting places of interest and the 
uses of distinct area. It is essential to placemaking and communicating the community’s brand 
and identity. The Cornwall communities are therefore seeking funding to implement the plan 
that will be created by the firm hired for the Branding and Marketing project above. Costs for 
implementing the plan and installing signage are estimated to be $200,000. 

New & Improved Parks and EV Charging Stations 

Riverlight Park – The Town is looking to replace the existing playground here. It is in disrepair 
and is not currently ADA compliant. The total estimated cost for this project is $300,000. NYS 
Senator James Skoufis has arranged for a generous allocation to the project in the amount of 
$200,000, so this request is for the remaining $100,000 to fill the gap and complete the project. 
Also needed at this park are upgrades to the pavilion and picnic areas and installation of ADA 
compliant public restrooms. Total costs for these elements are estimated to be $300,000. The 
community is interested in creating an ADA-compliant walking path around Rings Pond, with an 
estimated cost of $400,000. To promote the use of electric vehicles and to prepare for the 
eventual upgrade of municipal vehicles, the Town will install four EV charging stations at this 
public park, as well, for an estimated cost of $100,000. 

The Village seeks to install EV charging stations, as well, two at the Village Hall parking lot and 
two in the waterfront parking lot adjacent to Donahue Memorial Park for the same estimated 
total cost of $100,000. 

The Town plans to construct a triangle-shaped pocket park next to the newly improved Main 
Street Bridge. This will involve design, engineering, and installation and construction of 
landscaping, retaining walls, benches, sculptures, and other structures and signage overlooking 
the Idlewild Creek. Costs are estimated to be up to $500,000 

Public Art 

The Town recently applied for a $25,000 National Endowment for the Arts grant through the 
Orange County Arts Council. With its fifty-percent required match, this $50,000 project will 
provide for large art installations along Main Street and its environs. With a NY Forward 
Program award, this project will be supplemented with $100,000 to extend the area and 
number of pieces for the installations. Art forms will include large scale murals and sculptures 
and the Town has secured the preliminary approval of interested property owners for proposed 
installation sites that are not publicly owned. These distinctive pieces will support the identity of 
the municipalities and effect strong feelings leading to those “instagrammable” moments that 
create interest in a location. 
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Parking 

Torrey Lane Parking Lot – The town is interested and in discussions to purchase a vacant lot at 
the corner of Torrey Lane and Clinton Street to create an off-street parking lot to provide 
options for owners and employees of businesses to free Main Street spaces for local and visiting 
customers and clients and to provide off-street parking for local residents during snow 
emergencies. The town will borrow or bond for funds for the purchase and seeks support for the 
costs associated with design, engineering, and construction of twenty-five public parking spots 
on the acquired property that are estimated to be $400,000. 

 Waterfront Development 

The Village prides itself on the work already completed at the waterfront, including landscaping, 
a gazebo, and new 30 x 50-foot pavilion for its residents and visitors to enjoy. But more work is 
needed to make it safer, more accessible, and more beautiful as it is the site of the popular 
Riverfest and other important local events. The Village is seeking funds to engineer and 
construct a walkway along the water, install more dockage space, improve areas for kayaking 
and fishing, and construct a bluestone wall as a guiderail for safer separation from the parking 
area. The total estimated cost for these projects is $425,000. 

New Development and/or Rehabilitation of Existing Downtown Buildings 

Donahue Farm 

Originally established in the 1880s, this farm property was recently acquired by the Village to 
preserve its history and develop the property into an exciting new public space. Acquisition 
costs were $620,000 and the Village also bonded for $180,000 to shore up the buildings and 
continue maintenance until development plans are confirmed. There are Scenic Hudson 
easements attached to the property that restrict all development to the footprint of the existing 
buildings there. But that does not lessen the value of the property, only enhances it for the 
anticipated uses, as it is surrounded by parkland and is the site of the Esty and Hellie Stowell 
trailhead entering Storm King Mountain Park. The parcel includes four structures: a barn, a 
blacksmith shop/icehouse, a kennel, and a residence. The Village is in the midst of a scoping 
process and has received many ideas for development from the community, including creating a 
community center, a history museum, a wedding venue, and community gardens, all creating 
jobs and a destination to draw visitors to and through Cornwall. To support this development, 
the Village also seeks to install sidewalks approximately ½ mile along Dock Hill Road. The total 
costs for these project elements are anticipated to be $1,500,000. 

Revolving Loan Fund  

The Cornwall communities are interested in establishing or partnering with a local development 
corporation to create a revolving loan fund that will support downtown business development 
by supplying funds to encourage targeted new businesses to locate in Cornwall and incentivize 
current downtown property owners to move residential units located on ground floor levels of 
buildings along the downtowns’ corridor to second floors, allowing for more storefronts to invite 
more foot traffic and commercial activity. There is also a need for façade and other physical 
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improvements for some important yet aging commercial buildings in the downtown areas. The 
Town and Village propose to allocate $250,000 to this fund. 

 
 

 

 

 

(Projected possible budget, subject to change during the community planning process.) 

 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson have a well-educated and engaged citizenry, 
the political will and working partnership of the municipal administrations, an excellent quality of life 
that everyone should enjoy, and a list of transformative projects that are ready to be implemented. 
These communities are poised at a critical point where an infusion of NY Forward Program support will 
cascade into every aspect of the community and allow it to reach is vision of becoming the cohesive, 
walkable, energized community and regional asset that it can be. 

  Town of Cornwall & Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson 

    
      NY Forward Application - Total Estimated Project Costs 
    
Proposed Transformative Projects & Associated Costs 
Branding & Marketing $100,000 
Public Improvement Projects  
 Streetscapes $625,000 

 Wayfinding & Signage $200,000 

 Parks & EV Stations $1,500,000 

 Public Art  $100,000 

 Parking  $400,000 

 Waterfront Development $425,000 
New Development or Rehabilitation $1,500,000 
Revolving Loan Fund $250,000 

   $5,100,000 



Town of Cornwall & Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson
NY Forward Program Application

Boundary Map

page 18







September 20, 2022 

 

Mr. Thomas Scaglione, Regional Director 
Drs. Marsha Gordon and Kristine Young, Co-Chairs 
& Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Council (MHREDC) 
33 Airport Center Drive - #201 
New Windsor, NY 12553 
nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov 
 

To the Leaders and Members of the MHREDC: 

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the application being jointly submitted to the new NY 
Forward Program by the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson. 

The NY Forward Program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting smaller communities with their 
recovery from the COVID pandemic and their work toward meaningful and responsible economic 
growth. Like many of our local municipalities, the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson 
have embraced the beauty that the Hudson Valley has to offer. Recent revitalization efforts are an 
example and I look forward to these continued efforts with the assistance of the NY Forward Program. 
This will be vital to local business as well as driving tourism to the Hudson Valley Region.   

In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of the Cornwall municipalities as they seek funding for their 
downtown revitalization initiatives and projects that will improve infrastructure, add greenspaces, 
increase quality of life, and attract new residents, visitors, and businesses to their communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 ________________________ 

________________________________ 

Colin J. Schmitt 
 99th Assembly District 
 



September 23, 2022

Thomas Scaglione
Regional Director
Empire State Development, Mid-Hudson Regional Office
33 Airport Center Drive, Suite 201
New Windsor, NY 12553

Dear Mr. Scaglione:

I am writing in support of the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson’s application to the
NY Forward program. As you know, the program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting smaller
communities, such as Cornwall, with their recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic as they work toward
meaningful and responsible economic growth.

With one of the most visited and frequented downtowns in the Hudson Valley, Cornwall is an ideal
candidate for the NY Forward Program. As a State representative that has worked with municipal leaders
in both the Town and Village over the past decade, I can attest to how a NY Forward Program award
would be deeply impactful to not only the local community, but to the broader region and State.

The NY Forward Program will allow the Town and Village of Cornwall to transform and give new life to
their downtown. Specifically, the municipalities will revitalize their existing, yet outdated downtown
areas by enhancing infrastructure, adding greenspaces, and improving existing storefront visibility— all
of which will attract new residents, visitors, and entrepreneurs.

I fully support the Cornwall municipalities’ application for the NY Forward Program and encourage you
to look favorably upon this initiative.

Sincerely,

James Skoufis
Senator, 39th District





 

 

 

 

 

September 20, 2022 

 

Mr. Thomas Scaglione, Regional Director 

Drs. Marsha Gordon and Kristine Young, Co-Chairs 

& Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional 

Economic Development Council (MHREDC) 

33 Airport Center Drive - #201 

New Windsor, NY 12553 

nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov 

 

To the Leaders and Members of the MHREDC: 

 

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the application being jointly submitted to the new 

NY Forward Program by the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson. 

 

The NY Forward Program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting smaller communities with 

their recovery from the COVID pandemic and their work toward meaningful and responsible 

economic growth.  With input from the Town or Cornwall and the Village of Cornwall-on-

Hudson, the Open Space Institute (OSI) led the development of the Highlands West Trail 

Connectivity Plan, which highlights opportunities to permanently protect and enhance the 

landscape, and create a connected, regional trail network that will provide recreational 

opportunities for residents and visitors, protect critical wildlife habitat, and safeguard local 

watersheds.  There is significant overlap in the goals of the Highlands West Plan and this 

application to the NY Forward Program.  We look forward to continuing to collaborate with the 

Town of Cornwall, Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson and other municipalities in the region to 

benefit residents, families, and visitors to the area.    

 

I fully support the efforts of the Cornwall municipalities as they seek funding for their downtown 

revitalization initiatives and projects that will improve infrastructure, add greenspaces, increase 

quality of life, and attract new residents, visitors, and businesses to their communities. 

 

       Sincerely, 

        

 

 

 

                                                                                    Matt Decker 

                                                                                    Land Project Manager 
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September 20, 2022 

 

Mr. Thomas Scaglione, Regional Director 
Drs. Marsha Gordon and Kristine Young, Co-Chairs 
& Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Council (MHREDC) 
33 Airport Center Drive - #201 
New Windsor, NY 12553 
nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov 
 

To the Leaders and Members of the MHREDC: 

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the application being jointly submitted to 

the new NY Forward Program by the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson. 

The NY Forward Program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting smaller communities 

with their recovery from the COVID pandemic and their work toward meaningful and 

responsible economic growth.  

Orange County Arts Council supports and empowers artists, fosters diverse forms of 

expression, and promotes access to the arts through educational programs, cultural 

events, public projects, and participation that is integral to the economic development and 

collective well-being of our community. This project aligns with these goals and 

incorporates the arts in a meaningful way in order to generate the greatest impact in the 

Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall. 

In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of the Cornwall municipalities as they seek funding 

for their downtown revitalization initiatives and projects that will improve infrastructure, 

add greenspaces, increase quality of life, and attract new residents, visitors, and businesses 

to their communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah McKay 
Executive Director 
Orange County Arts Council 

www.ocartscouncil.org  
 

45 St John St 
Goshen, NY 10924 

Info@ocartscouncil.org 
 





September 20, 2022 

 

Mr. Thomas Scaglione, Regional Director 
Drs. Marsha Gordon and Kristine Young, Co-Chairs 
& Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Council (MHREDC) 
33 Airport Center Drive - #201 
New Windsor, NY 12553 
nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov 
 

To the Leaders and Members of the MHREDC: 

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the application being jointly submitted to the new NY 
Forward Program by the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson. 

The Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce mission is to support successful businesses for a successful 
community.  The NY Forward Program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting communities like ours 
with recovery from the COVID pandemic and work toward meaningful and responsible economic 
growth.  The Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce has a deep history of working in collaboration 
with both Cornwall and Cornwall-on-Hudson civic leaders to support businesses and the community.  A 
NY Forward Grant would be transformative to our community and help accelerate improvements in and 
around our Main Street and Hudson Street business districts.  The Town’s project committee has been 
very diligent and inclusive in identifying projects the NY Forward Grant could support.   

In conclusion, we fully support the efforts of the Cornwall municipalities as they seek funding for their 
downtown revitalization initiatives and projects that will improve infrastructure, add greenspaces, 
increase quality of life, and attract new residents, visitors, and businesses to their communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rich Massimi, President 

Greater Cornwall Chamber of Commerce 





395 Hudson Street • Cornwall, NY 12518 
Ph. (845) 534-8282 • Fax (845) 534-3827 • www.cornwallpubliclibrary.org 

 

September 20, 2022 
 
Mr. Thomas Scaglione, Regional Director 
Drs. Marsha Gordon and Kristine Young, Co-Chairs 
& Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Council (MHREDC) 
33 Airport Center Drive - #201 
New Windsor, NY 12553 
nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov 
 
 
To the Leaders and Members of the MHREDC: 
 
It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the application being jointly submitted to the new NY  
Forward Program by the Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson. 
 
The NY Forward Program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting smaller communities with  
recovery from the COVID pandemic and their work toward meaningful and responsible economic  
growth.  The Cornwall Public Library and the Town of Cornwall have a working relationship.  The 
Cornwall Public Library uses the Town’s Munger Cottage and Park for programming.  We have done a 
number of cooperative programs with the Town of Cornwall Recreation Department, the most recent 
being a Summer Concert on the lawn near the town pond. 
 
In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of the Cornwall municipalities as they seek funding for their 
downtown revitalization initiatives and projects that will improve infrastructure, add greenspaces,  
increase the quality of life, and attract new residents, visitors, and businesses to their communities. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Charlotte A Dunaief 
 
Charlotte A Dunaief, MLIS 
Director 
 
 

mailto:nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov




 

 

September 20, 2022 
 
Mr. Thomas Scaglione, Regional Director 
Drs. Marsha Gordon and Kristine Young, Co-Chairs 
and Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic Development Council (MHREDC) 
33 Airport Center Drive, #201 
New Windsor, NY 12553 
nys-midhudson@esd.ny.gov 
 
 
To the Esteemed Leaders and Members of the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic Development Council,  
 
It is my pleasure to write in support of the joint application to the new NY Forward Program by the Town of Cornwall and 
Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson. 
 
The NY Forward Program is a timely and welcome tool for assisting smaller communities with their recovery from the 
COVID pandemic and their work toward meaningful and responsible economic growth. The Cornwall municipalities are 
well positioned to utilize the funds from NY Forward to invigorate and enliven their cojoined downtowns, especially given 
recent work on a Comprehensive Plan by the Town of Cornwall as well as the two municipalities’ overall inclusive 
engagement, both historically and today. We at Storm King are grateful to be among those invited to the public listening 
session and survey to prepare this grant application.  
 
For Storm King Art Center, both the Town and the Village have been strong neighbors and collaborators for our own 
efforts and for our visitors. As Storm King moves our ambitious capital project plans to reality, we are grateful for the 
partnership of these municipalities in guiding us through the multiple approval and permitting processes. Their care for our 
project is invaluable to its success, just as we hope that its successful completion will support Cornwall residents, 
students, and visitors, in fulfillment of the MHREDC’s strategic plan of the Mid-Hudson Region as a place for Live, Work, 
Play. Reciprocally, we know that Storm King visitors from outside the community enjoy extending their visit to the region, 
particularly to explore greenspaces and art. The improvements outlined in the Village and Town’s proposal to NY Forward 
will further encourage and facilitate Storm King visitors exploring beyond our boundaries and into downtown Cornwall and 
the riverfront to dine, shop, and stroll.  
 
The downtown revitalization proposal put forth by the Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson and the Town of Cornwall is 
progressive, inclusive, and catalytic to the communities’ growth as extraordinary places to live, work, and play.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy S. Weisser 
Deputy Director, Strategic Planning and Projects 
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