DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE

2022 DRIAPPLICATION

BASIC INFORMATION

Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Region: Long Island
Program: DRI Round 6
Municipality Name: Town of Huntington
Downtown Name: Huntington Station
County Name: Suffolk
Applicant Contact Name and Title: Angel Cepeda, Director, Community & Economic Development

Applicant Contact Email Address: ACepeda@huntingtonny.gov

Huntington Station, 1962 (credit: Newsday J. Cavanagh)

l|Page



DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE a8

2. GEOGRAPHIC AREA AND JUSTIFICATION

The emergence of Huntington Station as a successful downtown began over 150 years ago and can be attributed
in part to the expansion of the Long Island Railroad (LIRR), which established a depot in 1867 at the site of the
present-day station. The railroad attracted commerce and people to the hamlet, where hotels, a bank, post office,
racetrack, and several two to three-story buildings on both sides of New York Avenue were built to cater to
the needs of travelers and the eastern migrating population. These buildings provided space for offices,
apartments, convenience retail and service establishments. Goods and services offered included coal, lumber and
feed merchants, a bicycle shop, barbershop, shoe repair store, meat and poultry purveyors, a drug store, general
store, bakery, auto repair garage, clothing store, and more. In all respects, Huntington Station was a thriving
commercial center of western Suffolk County.

However, by the late 1960’s, the federal urban renewal program had led to the demolishment of the 86
businesses surrounding the railroad station that comprised the economic centerand vital core of Huntington
Station. This failed program altogether eliminated the economic, social and cultural center of Huntington Station,
creating blight, a lack of a downtown, and the overall devastation of a cultural epicenter.

To counter these past mistakes, the Town of Huntington has enacted policies, adopted plans, invested in
infrastructure, and partnered with public and private entities to overcome the decades of disinvestment and blight.
Much of the beauty of the remaining original buildings along New York Avenue still remains, and restoration to
their old glory can be achieved through a facade redesign program. The existence of brownfield sites in
Huntington Station led to the 2016 formal designation as a New York State Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA)
to address contaminated sites and work with the public towards cleanup and redevelopment. In 2018, a census
tract located within the DRI area was designated an Opportunity Zone by the federal government. The area was
the recipient of two grants through New York State Restore totaling almost $2.7 million toward the development
of new housing in the area. This influx of new residents has created an opportunity for revitalization and
investment in the areato bring economic development to the community. With the pending East Side Access that
will bring rail commuters directly to Grand Central Station, the DRI area will be a robust haven for both long term
residents and those looking to plant roots in a vibrant, thriving community.

There is great potential to redevelop existing vacant and blighted properties, some of which have already begun
the process of transformation. With the coming of new sewer connections, many opportunities await to create new
public gathering spaces, and increase pedestrian connectivity along New York Avenue south of the LIRR to
further encourage the walkable lifestyle and sense of community. The Town and its partners envision new
attractive mixed-use buildings, a centralized park and public plaza, colorful pedestrian-friendly cross walks, the
elimination of above-ground utility lines, bike safety improvements, new trees planted throughout the area,
integrated informational and safety kiosks, and facade improvements to existing buildings, all which will attract
people to the downtown. The creation of aesthetically pleasing parklets throughout the area will create
opportunities for people to gather with their neighbors and enjoy the many benefits of green space. Additionally,
public art projects, such as murals created by local artists, will celebrate the rich and diverse history of Huntington
Station and help create a ’sense of place’.

With a zoning code in place that already allows mixed-use development and requires an affordable housing
component, as well as innovative opportunities such as a formalized office of Film & Television to welcome film
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Figure 1 - Overall DRI Area
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Figure 2 - DRI Assets and Opportunities map (numbered points referenced throughout narrative)
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