
The 
New York State

Pedestrian 
Safety Action 

Plan
(PSAP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pedestrian Safety is an important public health issue for New York State (NYS) and traffic safety.  Between 2011-2015, there have been a total of 631 fatal pedestrian crashes (Source: NYS Department of Transportation).  Since everyone becomes a pedestrian at some point in their travels, NYS residents, both drivers and pedestrians, need to know and follow the rules of the road to assure pedestrian safety.  Promoting behavior change can result in a reduction of pedestrian injuries and fatalities statewide. NYS Department of Health (DOH), NYS Department of Transportation and the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee have collaborated efforts to improve pedestrian safety across Upstate New York and Long Island with a first-ever comprehensive plan, the New York State Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP).  PSAP uses a three-pronged approach, featuring the Three E’s – Engineering, Enforcement and Education.  PSAP is a five-year initiative (2016-2021) that provides $110 million to improve safety for pedestrians through infrastructure improvements, public education efforts and enforcement to 20 identified focus communities in NYS, outside of New York City.



New York State 
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

(PSAP)

• PSAP is a collaborative effort between the 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee, NYS 
Department of Health, and NYS Department of 
Transportation to improve pedestrian safety.

• PSAP is a 5 year plan to promote pedestrian 
safety across the state through funding, 
training and technical support, with emphasis 
on 20 identified community areas. 

• PSAP officially launched in June 2016.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP) is to identify the current safety conditions and to recommend a distinct set of engineering, education, and enforcement countermeasures that can be accomplished over the next 5 years to improve pedestrian safety. 



New York State 
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

(PSAP)
Pedestrian Crash Analysis

2009-2013
1. Approximately 300 pedestrians are killed and 15,000 

injured by motor vehicles each year.

2. More than 25% of motor vehicle-related fatalities are 
pedestrians.

3. 88% of pedestrian crashes outside of New York City 
occurred in urban areas.  48% of these crashes occurred in 
20 communities.

4. More than 70% of pedestrian crashes occurred on locally 
owned roads, however, pedestrian crashes on state routes 
were more severe.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The need for a plan is clear.  Listed on the next three slides are highlights of key findings from a five year analysis of statewide traffic safety data. This data is provided by the NYS Department of Health, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, Vital Statistics death data, and SPARCS hospital/Emergency Department (ED) datasets. 
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5. 61% of the contributing factors to pedestrian crashes 
were related to driver actions, while 37% were related 
to pedestrian actions.

6. For drivers, the top two contributing factors were 
driver inattention and failure to yield right of way. 

7. For pedestrians, the top two were pedestrian error and 
pedestrian failure to yield right of way.

Pedestrian Crash Analysis
2009-2013
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Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

(PSAP)

• 59% of pedestrian crashes, outside of NYC, were more 
prevalent at intersections. 

• Majority of pedestrian crashes occurred at state and local non-
signalized locations and resulted in injury or death. 

• Most of the crashes occurred in the afternoon and evening 
hours, peaking at 5 PM.

• Pedestrian crashes steadily increase throughout the week, 
peaking on Friday.

• Pedestrian crashes peaked late fall and early winter.

Additional Key Findings in Urban Areas



Focus Communities 
PSAP focuses on pedestrian safety 

improvements outside of New York City. 

• The 20 communities with the highest number 
of crashes between 2009-2013, outside of New 
York City, have been identified as focus 
communities.

• The focus communities will receive assistance 
to improve pedestrian safety.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NYC Department of Transportation launched a city-wide PSAP in August 2010.  To date, NYC now has borough-specific PSAPs. Funding for the action plan’s implementation will come from the Federal Highway Safety Improvement Program, as well as other state and federal funding sources.



NYS PSAP Focus Communities 



Strategies for Improving 
Pedestrian Safety: 

The 3 E’s
• Engineering: Provide funding to local municipalities 

for infrastructure improvements.
• Education and Public Awareness: In the short-

term, launch the statewide “See! Be Seen!” awareness 
campaign via TV, radio and social media. In the long-
term, provide targeted messaging to the focus 
communities.

• Enforcement: Focus outreach, law enforcement 
training and enforcement details in the focus 
communities.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Engineering recommendations approach the safety problem from the roadway and vehicle perspectives, while education and law enforcement recommendations focus on road user behavior and prevention. 



Improving Pedestrian Safety at 
the Community Level

Engineering Objectives
Coordinating Agency: NYS Department of Transportation

1. Take proactive steps to reduce crash potential and address 
target crash types.

2. Encourage local municipalities to implement systemic 
approaches to improve pedestrian safety.

3. Improve pedestrian safety along corridors at locations 
exhibiting a high number of pedestrian crashes that also have 
a potential for pedestrian safety improvement.

4. Improve safety for pedestrians at locations with a higher than 
expected number of pedestrian crashes.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Engineering can improve the transportation environment; making the system safer for pedestrians and motorists. 



Improving Pedestrian Safety at 
the Community Level

Engineering Strategies

• Signs and signals: 
- Add countdown signals
- Re-time traffic signals
- Add ‘No Turn on Red” signs/signals

• Pavement markings
• Warning signs
• Parking restrictions
• Left turn phasing
• Upgrade or addition of marked crosswalks

Implement Pedestrian Safety Countermeasures

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed are some examples of low-cost countermeasures that can improve pedestrian safety in your community.Pedestrian safety site evaluations will begin this year (2016) on state-owned roadways, including at 2,000 crosswalks without traffic signals and 2,400 signalized intersections.  The second year of the plan, NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) will fund local pedestrian safety initiatives identified through a project solicitation.  Improvements at crosswalks without traffic signals will include pavement markings and signs.  Approximately 400 locations will receive enhanced treatments as warranted, including refuge islands and attention-grabbing light beacons. At signalized intersections, high visibility crosswalk markings and additional signs will be installed.  Signals will be enhanced with extended crossing times: countdown timers to alert pedestrians the amount of time in seconds they have to across the street, and leading pedestrian intervals to help pedestrians become more visible to motorists by giving them a head start before traffic can turn onto the street. These sites also will be evaluated for enhanced treatments, such as pedestrian refuge islands or median and curb extensions.Education and enforcement are critical to engineering:    - To guide pedestrians and drivers to make safer decisions.    - To enforce vehicle and traffic laws affecting pedestrian safety and prevent pedestrian injuries and deaths.  



Improving Pedestrian Safety at 
the Community Level

Education Objective
Coordinating Agency: NYS Department of Health

Raise awareness among drivers and pedestrians of 
the pedestrian safety issue and promote behavior 
change in order to reduce pedestrian injuries and 

fatalities statewide. 



Improving Pedestrian Safety at 
the Community Level

Education Strategies
1.  Develop consistent pedestrian safety outreach materials

- PSAs
- print materials
- toolkit for schools, community organizations, judges, 
prosecutors and local leaders
- multi-language as needed

2.  Conduct statewide and targeted awareness campaigns       
- TV, radio, and social media 

3   Provide technical support for traffic safety partners and 
monitor the program. 



Improving Pedestrian Safety at 
the Community Level

Enforcement Objective
Coordinating Agency: Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee

Increase knowledge among law enforcement 
regarding pedestrian safety and increase 

enforcement through targeted
“Operation SEE! BE SEEN!” 

pedestrian safety mobilization efforts. 



Improving Pedestrian Safety at 
the Community Level

Enforcement Strategies
1. Encourage law enforcement to emphasize pedestrian 
safety.
2. Train state, county and local law enforcement to 
understand their role pertaining to pedestrian safety 
enforcement in the focus communities. 
3.  Encourage law enforcement agencies to conduct 
intensive street level outreach and enforcement details 
during an “Operation SEE! BE SEEN!” pedestrian 
safety awareness week. 



Pedestrian Safety
Educational Materials

“See! Be Seen!”
Campaign

in
New York State

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This campaign was created by the NYS Department of Health and provides safety tips for both pedestrians and drivers.   These materials, illustrated on the following slides were funded by NHTSA with a grant from the NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee. These tools can be used by educators and law enforcement.The educational campaign stresses that drivers and pedestrians must avoid distractions and not text or use mobile devices while driving or while walking across a street.



Encourages drivers to:
• Stop for pedestrians at crosswalks and intersections. 

• Not block crosswalks when stopped at an intersection.

• Not run red lights.

• Slow down and obey speed limits. 

• Always look for pedestrians, particularly when turning 
at a green light or making a right turn on red. 

• Take extra care around schools, playgrounds and 
neighborhoods.

“See!”



Encourages ALL pedestrians to:

• Obey all traffic signs and signals.  Use pedestrian push-
buttons where available and wait for the signal to cross.

• Always walk on the sidewalk.  If there are no sidewalks, 
walk facing traffic so you see vehicles and drivers see 
you.

• Never run into the street.  Always cross at the crosswalk 
or corner.  

• Stay visible after dark and in bad weather by wearing 
bright-colored or reflective clothing. 

• Watch for vehicles backing out of parking spaces and 
exiting driveways. 

• Make eye contact with drivers so they see you. 
• Look left, look right, and then look left again before 

crossing a street.

“Be Seen!”



“See! Be Seen!”
Tip Card

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“See! Be Seen!” Tip Card Pub #3292 English“See! Be Seen!” tip cards are also available in Spanish, Haitian Creole, Russian, and Yiddish. 



“See! Be Seen!” 
Poster

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“See! Be Seen!” Small Poster Pub #3290 English“See! Be Seen!” Large Poster Pub #3291 English“See! Be Seen!” posters are also available in Spanish, Haitian Creole, Russian, and Yiddish. 



Pedestrian and Driver Warning Notice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Warning Notice: Obey the Law. This publication is an educational tool for law enforcement to use with pedestrians and drivers to increase awareness about the NYS Vehicle and Traffic Laws.Available in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, Russian, and Yiddish. 



Law Enforcement Pocket Guide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Officers don’t enforce laws that they do not know and they do not enforce laws that they cannot defend.The Law enforcement Quick Reference Guide: V&T Laws for targeted pedestrian and driver enforcement initiatives.Pub #0666 English



“See! Be Seen!” PSA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available at: www.ny.gov/programs/pedestrian-safety-action-planThis is a first in a series of PSAs focusing on pedestrian and driver distractions.The Distraction PSA was launched in June 2016.



For more information on the NYS PSAP, 
visit Governor Cuomo’s Pedestrian Safety 

website at: ny.gov/pedsafety

http://www.ny.gov/pedsafety


To request pedestrian safety educational 
material, email injury@health.ny.gov or call 

518-402-7900 

mailto:injury@health.ny.gov
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