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Presentation Notes
Pedestrian Safety is an important public health and traffic safety issue for New York State (NYS).  Between 2011-2015, there have been a total of 631 fatal pedestrian crashes (Source: NYS Department of Transportation).  Since everyone becomes a pedestrian at some point in their travels, NYS residents, both drivers and pedestrians, need to know and follow the rules of the road to assure pedestrian safety. These efforts can promote behavior change which can reduce pedestrian injuries and fatalities statewide.NYS Department of Health (DOH), NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC) have collaborated efforts to improve pedestrian safety across Upstate New York and Long Island with a first-ever comprehensive plan, the New York State Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP).  PSAP uses a three-pronged approach, featuring the Three E’s – Engineering, Enforcement and Education.  PSAP is a five-year initiative (2016-2021) that provides $110 million to improve safety for pedestrians through infrastructure improvements, public education efforts and enforcement to 20 identified focus communities in NYS, outside of New York City.



Facts on Pedestrians in 
Motor Vehicle Crashes
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Presentation Notes
General Notes on Sources of Injury/Traffic Data: In New York State, pedestrian-related injury data is provided by one of several sources: The NYS Accident Information System (Crashes that are police reportable – having $1,000 in damage or an injury involved), Statewide Planning & Research Cooperative System (SPARCS) Emergency Department (ED) & hospitalization data, NYS Vital Statistics data (death certificates), the NYS Trauma Registry, and Pre-Hospital Care Reports from Emergency Medical Services (EMS). Ticket and Crash data is collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and analyzed by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management & Research. Additional notes: The majority of pedestrian-involved crashes involve driver error, either through distraction or failing to yield.However, 1 out of 4 collisions with a pedestrian involve pedestrian error/inattention.  



Facts on Pedestrians in Motor 
Vehicle Crashes

Total Fatalities, Pedestrian Fatalities and Injuries
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Total Fatalities 1,192 1,153 1,163 1,188 1,026

Pedestrian
Fatalities 311 296 312 344 268

Percentage of Total 
Fatalities 26% 26% 27% 29% 26%

Pedestrians Injured 16,090 15,689 15,607 16,278 14,906
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Over Time in New York State

Institute for Traffic Safety Management & Research, October 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data/Slide Notes: Ticket and Crash data is collected by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and analyzed by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management & Research.Over the past 5 years the number of pedestrians injured in crashes has decreased: from more than 16,000 cases to less than 15,000, marking progress in both driver and pedestrian awareness and safety. The portion of pedestrian fatalities has remained constant (around 27% of all traffic related fatalities) throughout the years.  (avg. >300/year)Males have double the rates of death from pedestrian injuries, and make up 64% of all pedestrian traffic-related deaths (ITSMR Fact Sheet). Additional notes:The statewide Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP) goals are:     To reduce the number of pedestrian injuries by 10%:  	16,278 (2013) → 14,650 (2021)     To reduce the number of pedestrian fatalities by 20%: 	335 (2013) →  	268 (2021)		
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Presentation Notes
Data/Slide Notes: This data is provided by the NYS Department of Health, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, Vital Statistics death data, and the SPARCS hospital/Emergency Department (ED) datasets. The majority of pedestrian injuries are mild enough to be treated in the Emergency Department (ED). The average cost of a pedestrian traffic-related emergency department visit is $3,000 - resulting in over $36 million spent statewide each year. Those who have to be admitted to the hospital are severely injured, requiring an average hospital stay of 8 days.  On average, this costs more than $65,000 per admission, resulting in over $230 million spent statewide each year. 37% of patents sustained a traumatic brain injury (TBI).  56% of deaths were due to a traumatic brain injury (TBI).A traumatic brain injury (TBI) is an injury to the brain or skull caused by an external force, such as a strike or impact. Brain injuries are often permanent and disabling, unlike other injuries, such as broken legs or cuts that can heal.Overall, pedestrians ages 20-24 are at the highest risk of being struck by motor vehicles.Older Adults (65+) have the highest rates of severe injuries and the highest hospital admissions and death rates – this age group is highly vulnerable.



Pedestrian Injuries in NYS
• Unintentional injuries are the leading cause of death 

for New Yorkers ages 1-34.

• More than 25% of all traffic fatalities involve 
pedestrians. 

• Over 300 pedestrians are killed each year; over 15,000 
are injured.

• More than 3,000 pedestrians are hospitalized each 
year.

• Young children and older adults are most vulnerable. 

NYSDOH, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, 2016
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Presentation Notes
Data/Slide Notes: This data is provided by the NYS Department of Health, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, Vital Statistics death data, and SPARCS hospital/Emergency Department (ED) datasets. Injuries to pedestrians are among the top 10 leading causes of injury-related hospital admissions and death for almost all age groups.



Older Adults
• Pedestrian crashes involving older adults are the 

2nd leading cause of specified unintentional injury 
related death among older adults age 65+.  

• Older adults age 65+ are at higher risk for serious 
pedestrian injuries, leading to lengthy hospital 
stays, and death. 

• Male pedestrians age 65+ are nearly 2 times more 
likely to die by being struck by a car than females. 

NYSDOH, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, 2016
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Presentation Notes
Data/Slide Notes:This data is provided by the NYS Department of Health, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, Vital Statistics death data, and SPARCS hospital/Emergency Department (ED) datasets. Although they are not the most likely to be hit by a driver, Older Adult (65+) pedestrians have the highest rates of severe injuries - with the highest hospital admission and death rates.



Older Adults: 
The Data, 2012-2014 101
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Data/Slide Notes:This data is provided by the NYS Department of Health, Bureau of Occupational Health & Injury Prevention, Vital Statistics death data, and SPARCS hospital/Emergency Department (ED) datasets. Older adults (65+) are more likely to die as pedestrians, than they are being an occupant of a vehicle.  Older adults (65+) make up 28% of the total pedestrian-related deaths in NYS. For older adults (65+), pedestrian-traffic sustained injuries are the 2nd leading cause of unintentional, specified deaths. For older adults (65+), pedestrian-traffic sustained injuries are the 2nd leading cause of unintentional, specified hospital admissions. 



Common Risk Factors for 
Older Adults 
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Presentation Notes
Older Adults (65+) can take steps to prevent pedestrian injuries by recognizing 5 main risk factors.The following slides illustrate common risks for older adult pedestrians that could result in injury or death.  



1. Intersections

• Signals - Stop and look for traffic before stepping off the 
curb, even if the signal is in your favor. 

• Signal timing - Wait for another WALK signal to appear 
to have more time to cross. 

• Left turning vehicles - Keep watching for vehicles while 
crossing. 

• Stepping off the curb into road - Take precaution as it 
may be a challenging task for older adults.

Remember to ALWAYS look left, right and left again



2. Visibility 

“See! Be Seen!” 
• Wear bright colors during the day and white at 

night.

• Carry a flashlight and/or use retro-reflective 
items like zipper pulls, tape, stickers, and 
armbands.  

• Be visible when there is less daylight, especially 
at dawn and dusk.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is also important to be visible in the winter, when the days are shorter. 



3. Vehicles Backing Up  
Crashes may occur in streets, driveways and 

parking lots.

• Stay Alert - Both pedestrians and drivers may be 
inattentive or distracted.  

• Be Aware - Treat driveways as intersections. 
Always look for vehicles pulling in or backing up. 

• Don’t Assume - Look and listen before walking in 
front or behind parked cars.  Parked cars will not 
always stay parked.



4. Environment

• Be alert for high curbs, uneven sidewalks, 
construction sites, blocked sidewalks, 
potholes, etc. 

• Bad weather such as rain, snow, and ice can 
make walking more dangerous and difficult.



5. Personal Health Reasons

• Impairments - Older adults may be at risk 
due to impaired or weakened hearing, vison, 
reflexes, and flexibility.
Alcohol and certain medications can also be contributing                    
factors.

• Walking Aids – It is suggested to use hearing 
aids, glasses, canes, and walkers, if needed. 

• Don’t hesitate to ask for help. 



Pedestrian Crossing Signals    
• Pedestrian crossing signals are designed to get you across busy streets 

safely. Some signals are not automatic and must be activated, using 
the "Push Button For Walk Signal" sign posted above a button. 

• To activate, simply push the button and wait for the "walk sign".

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember, while crossing with the WALK signal to continue looking left-right-left again and make eye contact with drivers.



Older Adult Pedestrian Safety 
Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some helpful resources.  



National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA)

www.nhtsa.gov/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available at: www.rsa.unc.edu/psw/index.cfmOlder adults (65+) are one segment of the community who need to have the option to walk for errands, health benefits, socializing and other purposes.NHTSAs workshop engages communities in addressing the pedestrian safety issues that older adults face and provides strategies for safer walking. 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/


Pedestrian and Bicycle Information 
Center

www.pedbikeinfo.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available at: www.pedbikeinfo.org/programs/education_ped_adult.cfmFact sheets and safety tips can also be found on this site to help educate pedestrians and reinforce their skills to walk safely.

http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/


New York State Department of Health
www.health.ny.gov/prevention/injury_prevention/pedestrians.htm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available online ONLY

http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/injury_prevention/pedestrians.htm


Additional Pedestrian Safety
Educational Materials

“See! Be Seen!”
Campaign

in
New York State

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This campaign was created by the NYS Department of Health and provides safety tips for both pedestrians and drivers.   These materials, illustrated on the following slides were funded by NHTSA with a grant from the NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee. 



“See!”
Encourages drivers to:

• Yield for pedestrians at crosswalks and intersections. 
• Do not block crosswalks when stopped at intersections.
• Do not run red lights.
• Slow down and obey speed limits. 
• Always look for pedestrians, particularly when turning at a 

green light or making a right turn on red. 
• Take extra care around schools, playgrounds and 

neighborhoods.
• Be careful when passing stopped vehicles. They might be 

stopping for pedestrians.
• PAY ATTENTION! Do not text and drive!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk on the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling except that any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overpass has been provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles.    (Source: NYS Law Enforcement Quick Reference Guide: Pedestrian V & T Law)



“Be Seen!”
Encourages pedestrians to:

• Cross at intersections and marked crosswalks. Look left-right-
left again.

• Use pedestrian push-buttons where available and WAIT for 
the signal to cross.

• Use sidewalks. If there are no sidewalks, walk facing traffic 
so you see vehicles and drivers see you.

• Stay visible after dark and in bad weather by wearing light-
colored or reflective clothing. 

• Watch for vehicles backing out of parking spaces and exiting 
driveways. 

• Make eye contact with drivers so they see you. 
• PAY ATTENTION! Don’t text while crossing!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BE AWARE it is not safe to cross mid-block, walk to the nearest intersection.  Vehicles have the right of way. If pedestrian is at a signalized intersection, push the button to activate the walk signal and when prompted cross with caution.  Under Vehicle and Traffic Law, pedestrians must follow signs and signals, or they could be subject to a fine.If there is not a signal at the intersection, the pedestrian has the right of way, but remember to cross with caution. As soon as you step off the curb and in to the crosswalk continue to look left-right-left again and make eye contact with drivers. Whether it is a signalized intersection or not, continue to look left-right-left again as you cross the street. The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk on the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling except that any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overpass has been provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles.    (Source: NYS Law Enforcement Quick Reference Guide: Pedestrian V & T Law)



“See! Be Seen!”
Tip Card
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Presentation Notes
“See! Be Seen!” Tip Card Pub #3292 English“See! Be Seen!” tip cards are also available in Spanish, Haitian Creole, Russian, and Yiddish. 



“See! Be Seen!” 
Poster
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Presentation Notes
“See! Be Seen!” Small Poster Pub # 3290 English “See! Be Seen!” Large Poster Pub # 3291 English “See! Be Seen!” posters are also available in Spanish, Haitian Creole, Russian, and Yiddish. 



Pedestrian and Driver Warning Notice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Warning Notice: Obey the Law. This publication is an educational tool for law enforcement to use with pedestrians and drivers to increase awareness about the NYS Vehicle and Traffic Laws.Available in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, Russian, and Yiddish. 



Law Enforcement Pocket Guide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Officers don’t enforce laws that they do not know and they do not enforce laws that they cannot defend.The Law enforcement Quick Reference Guide: V&T Laws for targeted pedestrian and driver enforcement initiatives.Pub # 0666 English



“See! Be Seen!” PSA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available at: www.ny.gov/programs/pedestrian-safety-action-planThis is a first in a series of PSAs focusing on pedestrian and driver distractions.The Distraction PSA was launched in June 2016.






For more information on the NYS PSAP, 
visit Governor Cuomo’s Pedestrian Safety 

website at: ny.gov/pedsafety

http://www.ny.gov/pedsafety


To request pedestrian safety educational 
material, email injury@health.ny.gov or call 

518-402-7900 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available at: www.health.ny.gov/forms/order_forms/pedestrian_safety.pdf

mailto:injury@health.ny.gov
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