No. 22

EXECUTIVE ORDER

APPOINTING THE ﬁEW YORK STATE
COMMISSION ON PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

WHEREAS, high local property taxes impose a tremendous ,
burden on New York taxpayers, including forcing seniors out of
their homeg, driving our yvoung people out of cur state, and
discouraging the formation and expansion of businesses; and

WHEREAS, New York’s per capita local tax burden is the
highest in the nation, and is more than twice the national
average; and

WHEREAS, school district property taxes account for 61% of
the property taxes paid by New Yorkers outside of New York City,

and these taxes have been growing by an average of 7.3%
annually; and :

WHEREAS, local property taxes have continued to rise,
despite last year’s historic increase in state education funding
and numerous State efforts to relieve the property tax burden;
and

WHEREAS, there is a need to uncover the root causes of high
property taxes, with particular examination of unfunded mandates
on both school districts .and municipalities;

WHEREAS, the State’s annual investment of $5 billion to
lessen the impact of property taxes through the School Tax
Relief (STAR} program has not mitigated the need for school
districts to raise taxes over the past few years; and

WHEREAS, consideration must be given to the implementation
of a fair and effective cap on school district property taxes
while maintaining educaticnal quality; and

_ NOW, THEREFORE, I, Eliot Spitzer, Governor of the State of
New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and laws of the State of New York, including
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